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At Humphreys University 
Governing Board of Directors 

Wilma Okamoto Vaughn, Chairwoman 

Chuck McLaughlin, Vice Chairman 

Zoey Merrill, Secretary 

Damon Auchard, Member 

Laurie Fracolli, Member 

Joshua Reyman, Member 

Dr. San Tso, Member 

Clem Lee, Superintendent 

 
PRELIMINARY MINUTES OF THE MEETING 

Subject to Board Approval 

March 17, 2020 

Humphreys University: Board Room 

6650 Inglewood Avenue 

5:30 pm 

 

1 Call to Order and Organization         

1.1 Welcome 

 Meeting was called to order at 5:28 pm by Vice Chair McLaughlin. 

1.2 Announcement: 

 Please note the procedures to be used in the conduct of meetings of the Governing Board 

of Directors.  The procedures are printed at the end of the agenda. 

1.3 Roll Call 

 Present: McLaughlin, Auchard, Reyman, Tso 

 Present Remotely: Okamoto Vaughn, Merrill 

 Absent: Fracolli 

1.4 (A): Approval of Order of Agenda 

 Reyman/Auchard to approve Order of Agenda; motion passed 6-0 (Fracolli absent) 

2 Action Items            

6.1 (A): Consider Approval of Resolution Granting the Superintendent Authority to Take 

Appropriate Actions to Address the Operational and Educational Impacts of the COVID-

19 Virus 

 Tso/Merrill to approve Resolution 2019-2020-01; motion passed 6-0 (Fracolli absent) 

3 Adjournment            

8.1 (A): Adjournment of the Meeting 

 Merrill/Reyman to adjourn; motion passed 6-0 (Fracolli absent) 
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ABLE Charter Schools Board of Directors 

Resolution #2019-2020-01 

Granting the Superintendent Authority to Take Appropriate Actions to Address 

the Operational and Educational Impacts of the COVID-19 Virus 

 

WHEREAS, on January 30, 2020, the World Health Organization declared the outbreak of a Novel 

Coronavirus Disease (COVID-19) a “public health emergency of international concern,” and referenced the 

event as a “pandemic” on March 11, 2020; 

 

WHEREAS, on January 31, 2020, the United States Health and Human Services Secretary, Alex M. Azar 

II, declared a public health emergency for the United States to aid the nation’s healthcare community in 

responding to COVID-19; 

 

WHEREAS, on February 25, 2020, the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention announced that 

community spread of COVID-19 is likely to occur in the United States; 

 

WHEREAS, on March 4, 2020, the Governor of the State of California, Gavin Newsom, proclaimed a state 

of emergency, indicated 53 confirmed cases of COVID-19 in this state with more than 9,400 Californians 

across 49 counties in home monitoring based on travel-based exposure to the virus, and stated that officials 

expect the number of cases in California, the United States, and worldwide to increase;  

 

WHEREAS, on March 12, 2020, Governor Newsom issued Executive Order N-25-20 and ordered all 

residents to heed any orders and guidance of state and local public health officials,  and issued Executive 

Order N-26-20 to provide continuous funding for specified activities of primary and secondary schools that 

have closed during the state of emergency; 

 

WHEREAS, on March 12, 2020, the San Joaquin County Public Health Services announced two new 

confirmed positive cases of COVID-19 in San Joaquin County bringing the total cases to three, and 

indicated the “likelihood of additional cases of COVID-19” in the county, and stated that public health 

officials are “implementing crucial measures to reduce the spread” of COVID-19 in the community; 

 

WHEREAS, on March 12, 2020, the Interim Health Officer of San Joaquin County, Dr. Maggie Park,  

declared and proclaimed a local health emergency in San Joaquin County based on findings of an “imminent 

and proximate threat” connected with the introduction of COVID-19, stated that there is an “ongoing risk 

and likelihood of COVID-19 patients being identified in San Joaquin County” in addition to the identified 

patients; 

 

WHEREAS, on March 13, 2020, the San Joaquin County Public Health Services (SJCPHS) announced that 

eight (8) county residents were diagnosed with COVID-19, indicated that infections are “steadily rising” 

with evidence of community transmissions, and called for community mitigation strategies to “slow the 

spread of disease and protect individuals at increased risk for severe illness” including older adults and 

“persons of any age” – while also announcing that SJCPHS was not inclined to close schools at this time;  
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WHEREAS, on March 13, 2020, the San Joaquin County Superintendent of Schools and superintendents 

of school districts in San Joaquin County decided to temporarily close schools in the county for three weeks, 

effective Monday, March 16, in response to COVID-19 – noting that ABLE received no advanced warning 

and no communication regarding closure until after the fact;  

 

WHEREAS, the decision to close schools was based on growing concern of confirmed cases of 

COVID-1 in San Joaquin County, the need to help prevent the spread of the virus in the county, 

and to help protect the most vulnerable populations; 

 

WHEREAS, the San Joaquin County Superintendent of Schools “anticipates” reopening all 

schools until April 6,  2020, but has provided neither a definite reopening date nor the rationale to 

support any reopening date at this time;   

 

WHEREAS, ABLE Charter Schools’ chartering authority, New Jerusalem Elementary School 

District, is among the school districts closing its schools on March 16, 2020;  

 

WHEREAS, protecting the health and safety of ABLE students, families, and employees is our 

top priority;  

 

NOW, THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED THAT THE Board of Directors of ABLE Charter 

Schools hereby ratifies the closure of its charter schools effective March 16, 2020, and authorizes 

the Superintendent to exercise, with appropriate reliance on the guidance of relevant public health 

authorities, legal counsel, the charter authorizer, and legal mandates any and all power and 

authority that is necessary and appropriate to oversee and manage charter school operations on a 

continuous basis including, but not limited to, any past, current, or future acts to close or reopen 

the charter schools as necessary or appropriate upon consultation with the Board Chair and with 

regular updates to the governing board.   

 

PASSED AND ADOPTED by the Board of Directors of ABLE Charter Schools on this 17th day 

of March 2020. 

 

 AYES:  Okamoto-Vaughn, McLaughlin, Merrill, Auchard, Reyman, Tso 

 NOES: none 

 ABSTENTIONS: none 

 ABSENCES: Fracolli 

 

 

 

 Zoey Merrill     

 Secretary 

 ABLE Charter Schools 

 


