
ABLE Charter Middle School – April 13, 2020 

Dear 8th grade families, 

The 8th grade team appreciates the continued investment that you are taking in your child’s education. 

The sudden closure of school took many of us by surprise. I have, however, begun to see an incredible 

team effort emerge between the students, parents, and teachers of ABLE. With our new approach to 

online learning, we are now communicating with students face-to-face daily—just as we once were in 

our own classrooms. This first week has not been without its own set of challenges, but I can confidently 

say that using Microsoft Teams is the absolute best way to move forward with our school year. 

If your student is not on Teams already, they have already been added to all their necessary classes. All 

they need to do is open the Teams app, either on their computer or on their internet browser. Please 

contact any 8th grade teacher if you still need help with this process. 

Some guidelines will they are on Teams: 

• Students need to follow the schedule (provided below) by joining live instruction daily. Students 

will receive credit based on their engagement with their online class. This engagement makes up 

for a large portion of their overall grade. 

• Students need to wait for their teacher to start a meeting before joining class. At no point 

should a student begin the meeting on their own or meet with other students without a teacher 

present. 

• Students will need to join the meetings with their microphones muted and demonstrate 

appropriate behavior. This includes remaining muted unless they have a question or are 

directed to by a teacher, not interfering with other students by removing them or muting them 

during a meeting, and behaving appropriately if they have their cameras enabled. 

• Students are expecting to complete all their required assignments by their corresponding 

deadlines. I understand that many students and families have had their daily schedules and 

routines completely upended by this current crisis. We have taken this into account—both with 

the amount of work we assign and the time a student is given to complete it. If a student is 

struggling in any way to complete their assignments, I urge them to contact a teacher as soon as 

possible. 

Please note: Unless you have specifically told an 8th grade teacher that you do not have internet at 

home, we are expecting every student to be on Microsoft Teams, joining live instruction, and completing 

assignments.  

If you have any questions, comments, or concerns regarding Teams, please contact me at 

jacob.porta@ablecharter.com 

 

The class schedule will be attached on the following page. 
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8th Grade Class Schedule 

Math 
10am-11am 

Whole grade level instruction each day. Students will need to join the video 
call when it begins. During the instruction, they will be given a prompt by Mr. 
Magana. To receive engagement points for that day (and prove that they were 
there), students will need to complete that prompt. 

History  
11am-12pm 

Whole grade level instruction on Monday. From Tuesday-Friday, all students 
need to check in at the beginning of live instruction by responding to a posted 
question. From Tuesday-Friday there will be small group instruction each day. 
Small groups and designated class time can be found in the History Teams 
class. 

P.E. 
12pm-1pm 

Whole grade level instruction each day. Students will need to join the live 
instruction each day to be given a specific task by Ms. Saner. Further 
explanation of her process can be found in her Teams class by going to “Files” 
and opening the document titled “What will PE look like now?” 

Dance* 
12pm-1pm 
 

Whole grade level instruction only on Mondays and Wednesday. 
*Dance is only required for students who had Dance enrichment before the 
closure. 

ELA 
1pm-2pm 

Whole grade level instruction each day. Students will be given an agenda at 
the beginning of class with tasks to complete. During the instruction, they will 
be given a prompt by Mr. Porta. To receive engagement points for that day 
(and prove that they were there), students will need to complete that prompt. 

 


