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POLICY ON ENHANCED GRADUATION REQUIREMENTS 
This policy establishes enhanced requirements for earning a high school diploma at ABLE 
Charter School starting with the graduating class of 2021.  ABLE believes it is essential 
for students to be fully qualified to pursue a college degree upon graduation.  Whether 
they pursue college or career, full UC A-G certification best prepares them for both 
options.  Enhanced requirements were adopted in 2018 but have been adjusted.  This is 
the final iteration.   
 
College and Career-Ready Beliefs: ABLE Believes that 

• all students can earn a college degree and pursue a meaningful and fulfilling 
career; 

• all students can attend a college or university of their choice or enter a profession 
of their choice; and 

• dual enrollment coursework during high school elevates critical skills needed for 
college, career, and life. 

 
Graduation Requirements: To earn a high school diploma at ABLE students must 

• earn 220 credits in A-G coursework within specified disciplines earning a C- or 
better in each course which is a University of California (UC) requirement; 

• complete FAFSA (Free Application for Federal Student Aid) or CADAA (California 
Dream Act Application);  

• complete thirty (30) or more hours of community service in grades 9 and 10 and 
thirty (30) or more hours of mentorship in grades 11 and 12; and 

• complete, present, and defend an ePortfolio during the senior year.  A capstone 
project is in development and may replace the ePortfolio in the future. 

 
Glossary of Terms: 
A-G Coursework is a sequence of ABLE high school classes that have been approved 
by the University of California (UC) and California State University (CSU) and that 
students must complete with a grade of C- or better to be eligible for admission to UC 
and CSU schools.  Being A-G certified provides a reliable assurance that a student is 
fully prepared for the rigors of college and career, whichever she/he pursues. 
Capstone is a multifaceted project that serves as a culminating academic and 
intellectual experience to be finalized, presented, and defended during the senior year.  
Capstone is in development but is not currently a graduation requirement. 
Community Service is pre-approved volunteer service outside and beyond the scope 
of the classroom, service that fosters civic pride and benefits others and the common 
good.  The service should be unpaid, ungraded, not a disciplinary measure, and not 
classroom centered. 
Credit Recovery is coursework required of a student who has earned a D or F in a 
class required for graduation and thus failed to earn the credits for that class towards 
graduation. 
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ePortfolio is a website developed by each senior to culminate and commemorate 
her/his time and accomplishments at ABLE.  The website will feature personal 
biographical information, formative reflections on assignments and experiences over the 
years building to a summative, more comprehensive reflection of the student’s time at 
ABLE, a resume, and a statement about plans and aspirations for the future.  The 
ePortfolio is developed, presented, and defended by the end of the seniors’ first 
semester. 
Graduation Agreement (or Senior Graduation Agreement) is a contract involving the 
student, her/his parent(s), and ABLE that spells out the specific steps necessary for a 
student to get back on track or to stay on track to graduate on time – or, alternatively, to 
earn a diploma as a fifth year senior. 
Mentorship is pre-approved interaction with a professional in public or private service 
who will provide interning, job shadowing, mentoring, entrepreneurial advising, and 
general career counseling. 
 
Student Progress: Students must be on track to meet graduation requirements.  When 
a student fails to pass a class with a C-, those credits must be made up at the earliest 
possible opportunity.  Upon review of students’ progress at the end of the sophomore 
year, students who are behind will be placed on a graduation agreement to outline the 
specific steps necessary to get back on track to graduate.  A final decision regarding the 
necessity for a fifth year will be made at the end of the junior year.  Also applies to the 
class of 2020: Credit recovery will not be offered to seniors during the spring semester.  
A senior who fails a class during either semester or who has not made up all required 
credits by the end of the fall semester will be ineligible to graduate on schedule.  
She/He would need to complete credit recovery during the summer and/or subsequent 
school year to receive a diploma. 
 
New Students: Students who enroll at ABLE after their freshman year will be assessed 
in terms of their progress toward ABLE’s enhanced graduation requirements.  A 
graduation agreement will be generated to address and mitigate, if necessary, 
requirements for years missed as well as to outline specific steps necessary to be and 
remain on track to graduate on time.  The requirement regarding required credits and A-
G certification may not be waived or mitigated even for a new student. 
 

Website Posting:  A copy of this Policy on Enhanced Graduation Requirements is made 
available on the ABLE website at www.ablecharter.com. 

Adopted:   November 7, 2019 (supersedes versions adopted on August 29, 2018, and 
June 18, 2019) 
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