
English III Week 2: 03/23-03/27 
 
Instructions:  
Please read each of the following articles listed below and respond to all of the text-dependent 
and discussion questions from each piece. The deadline for all assignments is Friday, 03/27; if 
you are turning in your work online, there is a submission box on Schoology for each article, if 
you are turning in physical copies of your work in person, please drop it off at the ABLE main 
office during school hours no later than Friday. If you have any questions or concerns, please do 
not hesitate to contact me at john.rivera@ablecharter.com and I’ll respond as soon as possible.  
 
 
Readings:  

- Stalin: A Brutal Legacy Uncovered by Mike Kubic 2016 
- Conformity by CommonLit Staff 2014 
- The Third Wave by CommonLit Staff 2015  
- The Russian Revolution by Mike Kubic 2016 

 
 
Response Guidelines:  

• For multiple-choice questions, only identify your correct answer (Ex: 1. A, 2. B, etc.) 
there is no need to provide a brief explanation for any multiple-choice questions.  

• For written responses, produce a complete paragraph (5-sentence minimum) and 
provide 1-piece of textual evidence to support your reasoning for questions that require 
you to cite evidence; if not, no textual evidence is required for that given question.  

• For each discussion question, produce a brief response (3-sentence minimum) and 
provide 1-piece of textual evidence to support your reasoning for questions that require 
you to cite evidence; if not, no textual evidence is required for that given question. 

 
 
Friday’s Assignment: Short Written Response:  
In 2-complete paragraphs (10-sentence minimum) produce a letter where you reflect over the 
previous 2-weeks. How has life been working from home, let alone being away from the 
physical classroom? How is the school closure affecting you? What goes through your mind 
adapting to this new daily routine? How do you feel about what’s going on around you?  
 
 
Pacing Guide:  
 
Monday 03/23 - Stalin: A Brutal Legacy Uncovered, Text Dependent and Discussion Questions 
Tuesday 03/24 - Conformity, Text Dependent and Discussion Questions 
Wednesday 03/25 - The Third Wave, Text Dependent and Discussion Questions 
Thursday 03/26 - The Russian Revolution, Text Dependent and Discussion Questions 
Friday 03/27 - Multiple Paragraph Response: Reflection Letter  



Name: Class:

"Stalin" by Isaak Brodsky is in the public domain.

Stalin: A Brutal Legacy Uncovered
By Mike Kubic

2016

Mike Kubic is a former correspondent of Newsweek magazine. In 1956, Soviet leader Nikita Khrushchev
delivered a speech that uncovered shocking revelations of the late General Secretary and Premier Joseph
Stalin. The following text discusses these atrocities and provides insight into how Joseph Stalin, an overall
unappealing figure, managed to create a larger-than-life persona through ambition and fear. As you read,
take notes on how the author characterizes Stalin and how this characterization affected his actions.

The Rise of Stalin

Joseph Vissarionovich Stalin, one of history’s
greatest tyrants,1 died in March 1953. He had
ruled over the 140 million people of the Union of
the Soviet Socialist Republics (USSR) for almost 30
years, and he passed away at night, alone, in his
dacha — country house — without a last word to
be recorded for posterity.

His obituary, delivered three years later by Nikita
Khrushchev,2 one of Stalin’s closest collaborators
and most fervent3 lackeys, had the spellbound
audience of almost 2,000 delegates to the 20th
Congress of the Soviet Communist Party. The
oration, officially titled “On the Cult of
Personality4 and Its Consequences,” lasted from
midnight to 4 a.m., and included 61 specific
charges of Stalin’s atrocities and blunders.

As Khrushchev informed the closed session of the
Party apparatchiks,5 his report — which has
entered history as the “Secret Speech” — was
based on research by a special commission of senior leaders of the Communist Party. It covered
primarily only one part of Stalin’s murderous record: the peak years of his savage “Great Purge” in the
mid- and late 1930s, a massacre that wiped out a whole generation of Bolsheviks,6 the Party’s oldest
and most faithful members.

[1]

1. Tyrant (noun): a cruel and oppressive ruler
2. Nikita Sergeyevich Khrushchev (1894-1971) served as General Secretary of the Communist Party of the Soviet Union

from 1953 until 1964 and as Premier of the Soviet Union from 1958 to 1964. He was responsible for the de-
Stalinization of the Soviet Union and a number of other reforms. He was eventually replaced by his colleagues in
1964 with Leonid Brezhnev as First Secretary and Alexei Kosygin as Premier.

3. Fervent (adjective): having or displaying a passionate intensity
4. A “cult of personality” refers to when media, propaganda, or other methods create an idealized, semi-godlike image,

often through flattery and praise. Creating this image helps to preserve a leader’s or group’s power.
5. a subordinate who is unquestioningly loyal to a powerful political leader or organization
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Khrushchev, who went on to become the Soviet prime minister, said next to nothing about the rest of
Stalin’s victims, who have been estimated at more than 20 million.7

Stalin’s genocidal8 record was the product of a ruthless, steely personality hardened by searing
hardships in his youth: first, brutal beatings by his alcoholic, dirt-poor father; and later, several rounds
of imprisonment and exile — from which he often escaped — following his expulsion from a Russian
Orthodox seminary for fomenting9 a strike of railroad workers. For the 20-year-old Stalin, an
outstanding student with top marks in Bible and Church studies, the strike was the first step on a new
road — a career of rebellion, crime, and radical politics that eventually made him the unquestioned
boss of the Communist Party and of 140 million people in the Soviet Union.

Early Career in the Communist Party

At the start of the 20th century, during the dying years of the Russian monarchy, Stalin was an unlikely
candidate for reaching the top of the greasy pole of the underground Communist party. He was a
native of Georgia,10 one of the 15 republics that later made up the Soviet Union; he spoke Russian with
a thick accent; he was notorious for his vulgarity, crude anti-Semitism11 and rudeness; and his
physique was marred by a short build, a pockmarked face, and a crippled left arm.

But what he lacked in polish and good looks, Stalin more than made up for with his remorseless drive,
brutality, and ruthless disregard for anyone — including his closest and oldest collaborators — but
himself.

Little is known for sure about how Stalin became a member of the Communist Party’s central organ,
the Politburo, during the years preceding the February 1917 overthrow of Czar Nicholas II.12 Historians
believe that the young Georgian was organizing bank robberies to finance the Party’s underground
work, and his high rank was an award for being jailed or exiled by Okhrana, the czarist security police.

But evidence of these activities is lost. In 1929, five years after Stalin succeeded the Russian leader
Vladimir Lenin,13 he ordered the destruction of all documents about his rise to power. What is better
documented are his nearly 30 years of blood-soaked reign as the head of the Communist Party and the
Soviet government. Below are his most egregious crimes.

[5]

6. The Bolsheviks were the majority faction of the Russian Social Democratic Labor Party (RSDLP) that was also known
as the “Reds,” especially during the Russian Civil War. The Bolsheviks were led by future Soviet dictator Vladimir Lenin
and became the de facto party of the Soviet Union.

7. The majority of this count were victims of war, famine, or imprisonment in the Gulag—forced labor camps/prisons
and instruments of political suppression.

8. relating to or involving the deliberate killing of a large group of people of a particular nation or ethnic group
9. to instigate or stir up (an undesirable or violent emotion or course of action)

10. Joseph Stalin’s birth name was actually Ioseb Besarionis dze Jughashvili. He began using the alias Stalin, meaning
"man of steel," sometime between 1910 and 1912, likely in an attempt to make himself sound more Russian.

11. Anti-Semitism is a term referring to hostility to or prejudice against Jewish people.
12. Czar Nicholas II (1868-1918) was the last Emperor of Russia, ruling from 1894 until his abdication of the throne in

1917.
13. Vladimir Ilyich Ulyanov, better known by his alias Vladimir Lenin (1870-1924), was a Russian communist leader,

politician, and political theorist. He served as head of the Communist Party following the abdication of Nicholas II
and officially led the Soviet Union from 1922 until 1924. He developed a system of Marxism known as Leninism.
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Stalinism

Collectivization and famines

In 1928, as part of his first five-year plan — an all-out effort that was supposed to dramatically increase
Soviet food and industrial production — Stalin ordered the seizure and collectivization14 of all
agricultural land. The huge farms, called kolchozes and sovchozes, were worked by the now-landless
muzhiks,15 and were made responsible for ridiculously high deliveries of food to feed the workers in the
rapidly built factories.

The program, which Edward Crankshaw, a British expert on the Soviet Union, called a “wholesale
application of terror to the countryside,” was a total failure. Instead of increasing the food supply, the
collective farms produced meager harvests and tried to meet their quotas by reducing the country’s
livestock by a half. The resulting famines and shortages lasted for years and starved to death an
estimated 6 million to 11 million peasants.

In his memoir Khruschev Remembers, the former Soviet premier quoted drastic reports that he’d
received as the First Party Secretary in Ukraine about peasants who were driven to cannibalism.16 “The
Stalin brand of collectivization,” Khrushchev charged, was conducted “with... reckless, bestial fervor
(and) brought us nothing but misery and brutality.”

Purges

One of Stalin’s striking characteristics was his fear for his life. A forceful personality and a loud-
mouthed bully, he avoided any situation or activity that that was physically dangerous. For example, he
never took part in the early demonstrations against the monarchy or visited the front lines during
World War II, even though he was the top commander of the Soviet Red Army.

As Khruschev reported in his Secret Speech, the dictator was “sickly suspicious, distrustful” and so
scared of being poisoned that he would not touch his food or drink until someone else had tasted it.

Stalin, Khrushchev said, saw “enemies,” “two-facers,” and “spies… everywhere and in everything” — an
obsession that eventually turned him “against eminent17 Party workers whom he knew for years.” The
upshot was an era of fraudulent trials whose victims were forced to confess to illusory18 crimes,
knowing that they would be executed.

The devious process, which was best described in Arthur Koestler’s classic novel Darkness at Noon, was
for the first time officially admitted in the Secret Speech:

[10]

[15]

14. Collectivization is the organization of land and/or homes on the basis of ownership by the people or the state,
ending private ownership. In the Soviet Union, this policy was used to force peasants to give up their individual
farms, to consolidate their homes, and to work on collective farms.

15. Muzhik is a term used to describe a Russian peasant, especially those who are serfs or former serfs.
16. The Holodomor, or "hunger-extermination," was a man-made famine in Ukraine in 1932 and 1933 that killed an

approximately 2.5–7.5 million Ukrainians. It was part of the wider disaster, the Soviet famine of 1932–33, but as of
2006 this event has been recognized by 25 countries as an act of genocide by the Soviet Union against ethnic
Ukrainians.

17. Eminent (adjective): famous and respected within a particular sphere or profession
18. Illusory (adjective): not real

3



“Soviet and economic activists who were branded in 1937-1938 as ‘enemies’ were actually never
enemies, spies, wreckers,” Khrushchev told the delegates. “They were always honest Communists; they
were only so stigmatized19 and often, no longer able to bear barbaric tortures, they charged
themselves with all kinds of grave and unlikely crimes.”

By focusing on the two years, Khrushchev told the shocked gathering, the investigating commission
found evidence that “over one-and-a-half million individuals were arrested for ‘anti-Soviet activities,’”
and “over 680,500 (of them) were executed.”

For example, Khrushchev said, of the 139 veteran Bolsheviks who were promoted in 1937 to the Party’s
Central Committee, “98 — that is, 70 percent of them — were arrested and shot” by the end of 1938.
Lower-ranking apparatchiks, Khrushchev added, were no safer. Of the 1,966 ordinary delegates, he
said, “many of (whom) had suffered and fought for the Party’s interests, 1,108 were arrested on
charges of anti-revolutionary crimes.”

World War II murders

Khrushchev was less explicit about Stalin’s murders just before and during World War II. The first mass
executions took place shortly after the Soviet Union and Nazi Germany signed a treaty of “Friendship
and Cooperation”20 in August 1939, and both countries invaded Poland (the Wehrmacht21 from the
west and the Red Army from the east).

Preparing to make “his” half of the occupied country part of the Soviet Union, in May 1940 Stalin
ordered NKVD, the Soviet secret police, to identify and “eliminate” Polish “intelligence agents,
gendarmes,22 landowners, saboteurs, factory owners, lawyers, officials, and priests” who might turn
out to be difficult citizens.

NKVD checked more than 110,000 Poles and murdered 22,000 of them, including all captured officers
of the Polish army. Most of the victims were shot in the back of their head and dropped into a mass
grave in Katyn Forest in Russia. Stalin never admitted to or apologized for the amply documented
crime.23

The second wave of murders followed the staggeringly successful June 1941 invasion of the Soviet
Union — in brazen violation of the 1939 treaty — by the Wehrmacht. Stalin, who had ignored all
warning of the impending attack, was at a loss for how to explain series of defeats by the totally
unprepared Red Army and Air Force.

His solution was to order a crackdown that started with the arrest of eight top Air Force generals, and
continued — during the desperate “Battle of Moscow”24 — with the execution of at least 300 Red Army
high-ranking officers and generals.

[20]

19. Stigmatize (verb): to describe or regard as worthy of disgrace or great disapproval
20. This is also known as the Molotov-Ribbentrop Pact, a neutrality or non-aggression pact between the two that would

be broken within two years when Nazi Germany attacked Soviet forces.
21. The Wehrmacht was the armed forces of Nazi Germany from 1935 to 1946.
22. A gendarme is an armed police officer (in France or in other French-speaking countries).
23. The Soviet Union continued to deny this massacre and blame it on the Nazis until 1990. Even so, it wasn’t officially

blamed on Stalin and other Soviet officials as having ordered the killing until 2010.
24. The Battle of Moscow refers to two periods of significant fighting on the Eastern Front of World War II between

October 1941 and January 1942. The Soviet defenses frustrated Germany's attack on Moscow, the capital of the
USSR.
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The lack of experienced commanders was later blamed for the slaughter of many of the more than 11
million brave Soviet soldiers who died in the war. They were poorly led, frequently untrained and as
late as 1943 were sent to the front unarmed and told to use the weapons of their fallen comrades.25

As the supreme commander, Stalin prohibited the Red Army to retreat and frequently ordered the
troops to fight hopeless battles against the superbly equipped Wehrmacht. He regarded Soviet POWs26

as “traitors” and when his own son, Yakov, was captured by the Germans, he refused to trade him for a
German general.

Khrushchev, who served in the war as a political commissar,27 charged in his memoirs that Stalin’s
conduct of the war “cost us much blood.”

The Doctors’ Plot

Stalin’s remorseless pursuit of victory regardless of casualties eventually routed the invaders and made
a major contribution to the defeat of Nazi Germany in May 1945. But rather than resting on the hard-
won laurels, the dictator ended his rule with a scandal that nearly cost more lives.

In January 1953, the official Soviet daily Pravda (meaning “truth”) startled the world by announcing the
arrest of 15 top medical doctors — almost all Jews — who were treating Stalin’s atherosclerosis28 and
other ailments. They were accused of trying to poison the ultra-suspicious and openly anti-Semitic
Stalin, and he was expected to deal with them in his customary way.

There were several theories on what saved their lives. One of them, according to Russian historian
Zhores Medvedev, a co-author of The Unknown Stalin, was a concern that “the execution of prominent
physicians inevitably would lead to an unprecedented anti-Semitic campaign and an international
outcry (over) the possibility of mass deportation of Jews from Moscow to remote regions of the
country.”

More important in all likelihood was that Stalin died two months later, and there was not enough to
prepare the fraudulent trials. The doctors were all exonerated29 within days after his death.

In a rare surviving letter to her son, Stalin’s mother wished him “Victory!” and an “annihilation of all
your enemies.” But in the end, Stalin was a loser. At first, he was embalmed and placed “for eternity” in
a mausoleum alongside Vladimir Lenin, the idolized founder of the Russian Communist Party and the
Soviet Union.

Six years later, following the revelation of his bloody deeds, Stalin’s body was quietly removed and
buried in an obscure place behind the Kremlin30 walls.

[25]

[30]

25. The word “comrade,” while literally means companion, was often used in the Soviet Union as a form of address
specifically to a fellow socialist or communist.

26. prisoners of war
27. A commissar is an official of the Communist Party responsible for political education and organization.
28. Atherosclerosis is a disease of the arteries characterized by plaque of fatty material on their inner walls.
29. Exonerate (verb): to clear of blame
30. The word “kremlin” itself refers to a citadel within a Russian town. The Kremlin itself is a reference to the most

famous kremlin in Moscow, the center of the Russian (and formerly Soviet) government—so much so that the
building and the government are interchangeable.
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Text-Dependent Questions
Directions: For the following questions, choose the best answer or respond in complete sentences.

1. Which of the following best describes the form in which the text is written and the impact
this has on the overall passage?

A. The article is framed chronologically, immediately beginning with Stalin’s early
life and following him to his death, and thus the reader can more closely follow
the evolution of a tyrant.

B. The article is introduced and framed in the context of Khrushchev’s Secret
Speech; this contributes to the historical context of the piece, emphasizing both
the secrecy of the USSR and the impact of these revelations regarding Stalin.

C. The article is framed from many different perspectives, namely from the point of
view of his numerous victims; this creates a more meaningful and emotional
impact on the text.

D. The article is framed and introduced in the context of Khrushchev’s Secret
Speech, and therefore it is impacted by his personal bias against Stalin rather
than by fact.

2. What connection does the author draw between Stalin’s first five-year-plan and the famines
of the late 1920s and early 1930s?

A. The plan to collectivize was ignored by the Soviet peasants, who continued
working their own farms; the failure to reach the demands of the five-year-plan
resulted in famine across the country.

B. Collectivization meant that the Soviet Union began exporting more supplies,
namely food; when it ran out of supplies but could not lower demand, a famine
broke out in both the Soviet Union and in countries like the Ukraine.

C. The collectivization of agriculture was an overall failure; the collective farms
produced meager crops and could not meet their increased demands, thus
resulting in famine.

D. The collectivization of agriculture meant that the staple crops—such as
grain—were ignored in favor of other, more specialized crops in higher demand,
resulting in famine.

3. PART A: Which of the following best describes the Soviet Union’s participation in WWII
under Stalin’s command?

A. The Soviet Union betrayed the Allies by joining the Axis Powers for the majority
of the war.

B. Stalin’s command of the Soviet Union was poor; he ordered countless
executions and participation in misguided battles, remorseless of the blood
shed for his mistakes.

C. Stalin’s command of the Soviet Union in WWII proved surprisingly adept, and his
ruthlessness in battle was his greatest asset as a commander.

D. The Soviet Union under Stalin’s command in WWII was, overall, directly useless
to the victory of Allies over Nazi Germany and the Axis Powers.
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4. PART B: Which of the following quotes best supports the answer to Part A?
A. “The first mass executions took place shortly after the Soviet Union and Nazi

Germany signed a treaty of “Friendship and Cooperation” in August 1939, and
both countries invaded Poland (the Wehrmacht from the west and the Red Army
from the east).” (Paragraph 19)

B. “The second wave of murders followed the staggeringly successful June 1941
invasion of the Soviet Union—in brazen violation of the 1939 treaty—by the
Wehrmacht.” (Paragraph 22)

C. “His solution was to order a crackdown that started with the arrest of eight top
Air Force generals, and continued—during the desperate “Battle of
Moscow”—with the execution of at least 300 Red Army high-ranking officers and
generals.” (Paragraph 23)

D. “As the supreme commander, Stalin prohibited the Red Army to retreat and
frequently ordered the troops to fight hopeless battles against the superbly
equipped Wehrmacht.... Khrushchev, who served in the war as a political
commissar, charged in his memoirs that Stalin’s conduct of the war “cost us
much blood.”” (Paragraphs 25-26)

5. PART A: How does the scandal referred to as “The Doctors’ Plot” contribute to the author’s
characterization of Stalin?

A. The scandal emphasizes how poorly the public actually view Stalin, in contrast
with Khrushchev’s accusations of a cult of personality.

B. The scandal contributes to the characterization of Stalin as anti-Semitic and a
continued supporter of the former Nazi Germany.

C. The scandal emphasizes Stalin’s great fear for his life and paranoia of those
closest to him, that he would accuse the people charged with treating him.

D. The scandal contributes to the characterization of Stalin as a poor leader; had he
not died so soon after, the scandal would have likely been his downfall.

6. PART B: Which of the following passages best supports the answer to Part A?
A. Paragraph 9
B. Paragraph 15
C. Paragraph 19
D. Paragraph 27

7. What were Khrushchev’s likely motivations in delivering his “Secret Speech”? Consider what
he covered, what he left out, and what he emphasized in the speech, according to the text.
Cite evidence from the text in your answer.
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Discussion Questions
Directions: Brainstorm your answers to the following questions in the space provided. Be prepared to
share your original ideas in a class discussion.

1. In Khrushchev’s speech, he charged Stalin with creating a cult of personality for himself,
rather than focusing on the principles of communism. How do atrocities and cruelty, such
as those committed by Stalin, create said cult of personality? How can fear be used to
manipulate? Cite evidence from this text, your own experience, and other literature, art, or
history in your answer.

2. During Stalin’s reign, Adolf Hitler also killed millions of people. Why do you think that
Hitler’s atrocities are more widely discussed that Stalin’s in America today?

3. In the context of this passage, how does power corrupt? Do you think Stalin was corrupted
by power or that he was naturally a corrupt man? Cite evidence from this text, your own
experience, and other literature, art, or history in your answer.

9



Name: Class:

"Data is a liar 1" by dalioPhoto is licensed under CC BY-NC-ND 2.0.

Conformity
By CommonLit Staff

2014

Conformity is the act of matching one’s beliefs or actions to the norms of a larger social group. Norms are
the usually unspoken rules that govern the attitudes and behavior of a group of people. As you read, take
notes on the different types of conformity and what motivates people to conform.

Conformity, or acting the way most other people
in one’s social group act, often grows out of a
person's desire for security and belonging in a
group – usually a group of similar age, culture,
religion, or educational background. Acting
differently from the group carries the risk of
social rejection, a deep fear that many people
have. The drive to conform is often particularly
powerful for adolescents, for whom acceptance
by peers can be a primary goal, but it also affects
people of all ages. Some studies suggest that
conformity decreases with age.

Although the word often has a negative
connotation,1 conformity is not necessarily a bad
thing. The tendency of people to conform helps
society to function smoothly in many ways. Following rules for driving, for example, enables safe
transportation. The tendency of people to follow norms of interpersonal interaction enables effective
communication and collaboration.

Psychologist Herbert Kelman identified and labeled three major types of conformity. The first,
compliance, occurs when a person conforms publicly, but privately keeps his or her own original
beliefs. People comply because of a need for approval from others and fear of rejection. The second,
identification, is conforming to a particular person who is well liked and respected, such as a friend or a
family member. Identification is usually motivated by the perceived role model’s attractiveness or
success. Internalization is when people have actually internalized a group’s belief system and see it as
truly their own, both publicly and privately. This is the most profound form of conformity and is likely
to stay with people for a long time.

[1]

1. Connotation (noun): an idea or feeling that a word invokes in addition to its literal or primary meaning
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The strong force of conformity is well documented in psychological research. A researcher named
Muzafer Sherif, for example, wanted to know how many people would change their opinions about
something because of the desire to conform to a larger group. He conducted an experiment in which
people were positioned in a dark room and asked to stare at a small dot of light 15 feet away. They
were then asked to guess the amount by which the light moved (the dot actually was not moving at all).
On the first day, each person saw different degrees of movement; but from the second to the fourth
day, the same estimate was agreed on and the members of the group conformed their opinions to this
estimate. Sherif believed this experiment demonstrated the way a norm develops in a society, and how
people tend to fit their personal beliefs to that norm. Few people desire to be an “outlier” whose
opinion differs widely from what is typical in the group.

The “dark side” of conformity has often been explored as well. The need to be accepted and the fear of
punishment for deviating2 from group norms can in many cases impel3 people to unthinkingly adopt
negative attitudes or behaviors. A phenomenon called the “spiral of silence” can occur when one
opinion becomes entirely socially dominant because those people who have different opinions are
afraid to speak or act on them. History is rife4 with examples of mass conformity to group norms and
ideas that were destructive.

[5]

2. Deviate (verb): to depart from an established course or norm
3. Impel (verb): to drive, force, or urge (someone) to do something
4. Rife (adjective): prevalent, especially to an increasing degree
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[RI.2]

[RI.3]

[RI.2]

[RI.4]

Text-Dependent Questions
Directions: For the following questions, choose the best answer or respond in complete sentences.

1. Which of the following best describes the central idea of the text?
A. Societies can maintain order without any forms of conformity.
B. People who conform lack individual independence.
C. People conform in order to fit in based on societal pressure.
D. Conforming is a conscious decision people make.

2. Which of the following best explains the relationship between compliance,
identification, and internalization?

A. Compliance occurs when people pretend to change their personal beliefs, while
identification and internalization occur when people begin to believe other’s
ideas.

B. Compliance, identification, and internalization are three types of conformity that
range from high to low impact, respectively.

C. Compliance, identification, and internalization are three types of conformity that
range from long to short-lasting, respectively.

D. Compliance and identification occur when people begin to believe other’s ideas,
while internalization occurs when people pretend to change their personal
beliefs.

3. Explain what type of conformity the subjects in Muzafer Sherif’s moving light
experiment were most likely experiencing, using evidence from the text to justify your
answer.

4. PART A: What does the phrase “spiral of silence” mean as it is used in paragraph 5?
A. a result of conformity in which no one speaks because the group norm is to

avoid confrontation
B. a result of internalization in which people believe that they agree with the

dominant opinion
C. a result of conformity in which the group agrees with one individual because no

one wants to speak out
D. a result of having so many opinions available in a situation that society loses the

value of silent listening
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[RI.1]5. PART B: Which phrase from paragraph 5 best supports the answer to PART A?
A. “The ‘dark side’ of conformity has often been explored as well.”
B. “impel people to unthinkingly adopt negative attitudes or behaviors.”
C. “people who have different opinions are afraid to speak or act on them.”
D. “History is rife with examples of mass conformity to group norms”
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Discussion Questions
Directions: Brainstorm your answers to the following questions in the space provided. Be prepared to
share your original ideas in a class discussion.

1. Why do you think older people are less susceptible to conformity?

2. Can you think of any other instances in which conformity would be a good thing?

3. What are some examples in history of the destructive power of conformity?

4. What are the effects of following the crowd? Use evidence from this text, your own
experience, and other literature, art, or history in your answer.
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"Reichsgründungsfeier, Schulklasse" is licensed under .

The Third Wave
By CommonLit Staff

From Wikipedia  2015

In 1967, history teacher Ron Jones conducted a social experiment with the students in his class at Cubberley
High School in Palo Alto, CA. He was the only person who knew it was an experiment, and by the fifth day, it
had gotten out of control. As you read, take notes in the margins on the experiment and what might have
appealed to the students to join the Third Wave.

Background

The Third Wave experiment took place at
Cubberley High School in Palo Alto, California
during the first week of April 1967. History
teacher Ron Jones, finding himself unable to
explain to his students how people throughout
history followed the crowd even when terrible
things were happening, decided to demonstrate
it to his students through an experiment. Jones
announced that he was starting a movement
aimed to eliminate democracy. Jones named the
movement “The Third Wave” as a symbol of
strength, referring to the mythical belief that the
third in a series of waves is the strongest. One of the central points of this movement was that
democracy’s main weakness is that it favors the individual over the whole community. Jones
emphasized this main point of the movement when he created this catchy motto: “Strength through
discipline, strength through community, strength through action, strength through pride.”

The Experiment

Jones started the first day of the experiment emphasizing simple things like proper seating, and drilled
the students extensively until they got it right. He then proceeded to enforce strict classroom discipline
by emerging as an authoritarian1 figure. This resulted in dramatic improvements to the efficiency, or
orderliness, of the class. The first day’s session ended with only a few rules. Jones intended it to be a
one-day experiment. Students had to be sitting at attention before the second bell, had to stand up to
ask or answer questions and had to do it in three words or fewer, and were required to preface2 each
remark with “Mr. Jones.” As the week went on, Jones’ class transformed into a group with a supreme
sense of discipline and community. Jones made up a salute resembling that of the Nazi regime and
ordered class members to salute each other even outside the class. They all obeyed this command.

[1]

1. Authoritarian (adjective): severe, controlling, all-powerful
2. Preface (verb): to begin

1
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After only three days, the experiment took on a life of its own, with students from all over the school
joining in. The class expanded from initial 30 students to 43 attendees. All of the students showed
drastic improvement in their academic skills and tremendous motivation. All of the students were
issued a member card and each of them received a special assignment, like designing a Third Wave
Banner, stopping non-members from entering the class, or other tasks to bring honor to the
movement. Jones instructed the students on how to initiate new members, and by the end of the day
the movement had over 200 participants. Jones was surprised that some of the students started
reporting to him when other members of the movement failed to abide by the rules. ;

By the fourth day of the experiment, the students became increasingly involved in the project and their
discipline and loyalty to the project was so outstanding that Jones felt it was slipping out of control. He
decided to terminate the movement, so he lied to students by announcing that the Third Wave was a
part of a nationwide movement and that on the next day a presidential candidate of the movement
would publicly announce its existence on television. Jones ordered students to attend a noon rally on
Friday to witness the announcement.

At the end of the week, instead of a televised address of their leader, the students were presented with
a blank channel. After a few minutes of waiting, Jones announced that they had been a part of an
experiment to demonstrate how people willingly create a sense of superiority over others, and how
this can lead people to justify doing horrible things in the name of the state’s honor.

[5]
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[RI.6]

[RI.1]

[RI.4]

Text-Dependent Questions
Directions: For the following questions, choose the best answer or respond in complete sentences.

1. PART A: How did Ron Jones frame the goal of the Third Wave to his students?
A. Jones stated that the goal of the Third Wave was to eliminate democracy, but

because he clearly framed it as an experiment, more students willingly joined.
B. Jones framed it so the Third Wave’s goal was to create unity (throughout the

school), even though this was done through exclusionary and authoritative
means.

C. The Third Wave’s goal was to eliminate democracy; Jones justified this by stating
that democracy was weak because it focused on the individual rather than the
community.

D. The Third Wave’s goal was to create order in class through discipline and
authority, however, Jones framed it as strengthening students’ grades and
participation in class.

2. PART B: Which of the following quotes best supports the answer to Part A?
A. “History teacher Ron Jones, finding himself unable to explain to his students

how people throughout history followed the crowd even when terrible things
were happening, decided to demonstrate it to his students through an
experiment.” (Paragraph 1)

B. “Jones announced that he was starting a movement aimed to eliminate
democracy…. One of the central points of this movement was that democracy’s
main weakness is that it favors the individual over the whole community.”
(Paragraph 1)

C. ‘Jones emphasized this main point of the movement when he created this catchy
motto: “Strength through discipline, strength through community, strength
through action, strength through pride.”’ (Paragraph 1)

D. “He then proceeded to enforce strict classroom discipline by emerging as an
authoritarian figure. This resulted in dramatic improvements to the efficiency, or
orderliness, of the class.” (Paragraph 2)

3. Which of the following best describes the appeal of the Third Wave’s motto?
A. The simplicity of the motto is what likely appealed most to the students, as they

cared little about the class anyway.
B. The repetition is what likely appealed to students because it resembles a chant,

and this made the students feel more important.
C. The motto was likely appealing to students because it focused on pride and on

the strength of the individual.
D. The repetition is not only audibly appealing, but the emphasis on “strength”

suggests one would become stronger through the movement.
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[RI.2][RI.5]

[RI.2][RI.3]

4. How is the Third Wave salute a key detail in the experiment and in the text’s
central ideas?

A. The salute resembled that of the Nazi regime; Jones did this because he wanted
to see if students were experts on the Nazis.

B. The students were required to salute each other outside of class, and this was
the key reason why more kids eventually joined the Third Wave.

C. The students were required to salute each other; even without the authority
figure present (Jones), using a gesture similar to the Nazi salute, they still
followed orders and the crowd.

D. The salute resembled that of the Nazi regime; Jones designed it like that as an
interactive section to his history lessons, showing that the education can always
be applied to real life.

5. Summarize how the Third Wave developed over such a short period of time and
why the experiment was ended.
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Discussion Questions
Directions: Brainstorm your answers to the following questions in the space provided. Be prepared to
share your original ideas in a class discussion.

1. Do you think an experiment like this would work at your school? Why or why not?

2. Do you think this experiment would have turned out differently if the subjects had been
adults instead of high school students? Explain your answer.

3. In the context of this passage, why do people follow the crowd? Cite evidence from this text,
your own experience, and other literature, art, or history in your answer.
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Name: Class:

"The Bolshevik" by Boris Kustodiev -- The Russian Avant-garde
Gallery is in the public domain.

The Russian Revolution
By Mike Kubic

2016

Mike Kubic is a former correspondent of Newsweek magazine. In 1917, the nation of Russia erupted in a
fervor of revolution. This was not the first revolution it had seen in the 20th century, nor would it be the last,
but it certainly proved to be the most transforming. The Russian ruling class was overthrown and replaced
with a Communist state led by revolutionary Vladimir Lenin. As you read, take notes on the various causes
of the 1917 Russian Revolution and how they collectively contributed to the overthrowing of the former
Russian government.

“Revolution” is a term that’s often misused to lend
the appearance of popular support to the simple
overthrow of a government—an episode that can
be very short and have the support of no one
except a would-be strongman and a line of tanks
outside the presidential palace.

This was emphatically not the case with the
nation-wide Russian revolution that in 1917
swept away the country’s 304 year-old Romanov
monarchy,1 and ushered in a Communist2 regime
with shattering consequences for the whole
world.

The path to the triumphant “Red October”3 was
more than a quarter century long and so complex that it’s easy to lose track of before reaching the
climax.

What follows is an attempt to make the story more lucid4 by putting together the revolt’s anatomy.5

Here are the main events that a century ago preceded6 one of the most dramatic and consequential
upheavals in European history:

[1]

1. The Romanovs took power in 1613 as the ruling family of the Russian empire until 1917, when the last czar Nicholas
II gave up the throne due to pressure from civil unrest and the February Revolution.

2. “Communism” is a political theory derived from the works of Karl Marx and Friedrich Engels that advocates class war,
the rise of the working class, and a society in which all property is publicly, rather than individually owned; in theory,
under communism everyone works and is paid according to their abilities and needs

3. The term “Red October” refers to the 1917 October Revolution that ousted the provisional government set in place
after czar Nicholas II gave up the throne. The provisional government was taken over by the Bolsheviks, the majority
faction of the Russian Social Democratic Labor Party (RSDLP) that was also known as the “Reds,” especially during the
Russian Civil War. The Bolsheviks were led by future Soviet dictator Vladimir Lenin.

4. Lucid (adjective): expressed clearly; easy to understand
5. a study of the structure or internal workings of something (such as the human body)
6. Precede (verb): to come before something in time

1

https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:Kustodiev_The_Bolshevik.jpg


The Great Famine of 1891

In 2014 Orlando Figes, a leading British historian, published Revolutionary Russia, a book that attributes
the start of the collapse of the Russian monarchy to a brutally severe weather in 1890-91.

In southeast Russia, he wrote, “the seeds planted the previous autumn had barely time to germinate7

before the frosts arrived. There had been little snow to protect the young plants during the severe
winter. Spring brought with it dusty winds that blew away the topsoil… There was no rain for 100 days.
Wells and ponds dried up… forests turned brown, and cattle died by the roadside.”

In an area twice as large as France, 36 million Russians were starving. They lived on bread made with
rye husks and bark of trees, and weakened by their diet, half a million of them died of typhus8 and
cholera.9

The czarist government’s first response was to warn the newspapers against describing the
catastrophe as “famine.” The eventual food deliveries were so slow and clumsy that millions of
peasants lost their faith in their unwritten bargain with the monarchy: The czars10 provided for their
subjects’ most urgent needs, and the subjects gave them their blind loyalty.11

It was this crisis, Figes wrote, that “set [the Russian people] for the first time on a collision course with
the [Romanov] autocracy.”12

Disdained Czar

In 1894, Czar Alexander III died of heart attack and was succeeded by his 26 year-old son, Nicholas II,
who proved to be totally incapable of ruling a continent-sized empire with 126 million people. Roy
Medvedev, a Russian historian, is one of several authors scathingly13 critical of the new czar. In his
book The October Revolution, he described him as “lazy, sluggish, unintelligent, distraught, and lacking in
character and audacity.”14

Nicholas tried to hide his weakness by keeping aloof15 of his subjects and by being unflinchingly16 stern
and autocratic. As if that did not make him unpopular enough, he married Alexandra, a domineering
German princess who fell under the influence of a devious and dissolute17 monk called Grigori
Rasputin.18

[5]

[10]

7. Germinate (verb): (of a seed or spore) to begin to grow after a period of dormancy
8. Typhus is an infectious disease characterized by a purple rash, headaches, fever, and delirium, and historically a

cause of high death rates during wars and famines; it is often transmitted by lice, ticks, mites, and rat fleas.
9. Cholera is an infectious and often fatal bacterial disease of the small intestine, typically contracted from infected

water supplies and causing severe vomiting and diarrhea.
10. an emperor of imperial Russia
11. The Russian people viewed the czar as a fatherly or semi-godlike figure, whom they owed their loyalty and love.
12. a system of government by one person with absolute power
13. Scathingly (adverb): extremely critical or scornful
14. Audacity (noun): willingness to take bold risks
15. Aloof (adjective): not friendly or forthcoming; cool and distant
16. Unflinchingly (adverb): not showing fear or hesitation
17. Dissolute (adjective): lax in morals; depraved
18. Grigori Rasputin (1869-1916) was a Russian mystic healer who had been brought into the inner circle of the Romanov

royal family because of his supposed ability to treat the czar’s only son’s hemophilia, or inability to create blood clots.
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Absurd as it sounds, Rasputin became the imperial19 couple’s most influential adviser on how to rule
Russia, and even when to go to war. The monk, who was murdered in December 1916 by a group of
nobles, was in Medvedev’s judgment “a manifestation of the moral decay, mental degradation,20 and
impotence”21 of Nicholas and his court.

Changing Russia

Ironically, the arch-conservative,22 inflexible Nicholas presided over more than two decades of
remarkable progress: increased social mobility,23 literacy and higher education in Russia.

Between 1860 and 1914, tens of thousands of freed Russian serfs24 fled their poverty by migrating to
Russian cities. Many of them became merchants and tradesmen, sent their children to school, and the
results were startling:

• The number of Russian university students—almost half of them women—had increased from
5,000 to 69,000;

• The number of daily newspapers soared from 13 to 856;

• The number of public institutions—such as schools, public libraries, workers’ unions and
cooperatives—rose from 250 to over 16,000;

• And by 1914, literacy in Russia rose to 40 percent from 21 percent in 1897.

According to Figes, it was during these years that Russian “intelligentsia” (writers, engineers and other
educated people) for the first time in the country’s history, “formed professional bodies and began to
demand more influence over public policies,” a prerogative25 that used to belong exclusively to the
czars.

[15]

19. of or relating to an empire
20. Degradation (noun): the condition or process of decay or breakdown
21. Impotence (noun): inability to take effective action
22. An “arch-conservative” is someone who is a strong supporter of conservatism, which describes any political

philosophy that favors tradition as opposed to radical, or even moderate social change. In other words, Nicholas II
favored established tradition, such as with religion, politics, and customs—but especially in regards to the absolute
power of the monarchy.

23. Social mobility is a term that refers to the possibility for people to change their class or social status within society.
24. an agricultural laborer bound under a feudal system to work on his or her lord’s estate
25. Prerogative (noun): a right or privilege exclusive to a particular individual or class
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The Marxist Doctrine

Some of these political leaders and opinion makers embraced an illusory26 scheme set forth in The
Communist Manifesto, an 1848 pamphlet by German philosopher Karl Marx. It called for a global “class
struggle” between the poor and the wealthy, and as interpreted by Russian radicals,27 the
establishment of the “dictatorship of a proletariat.”28

This rule by ordinary workers, peasants, and soldiers was to become the first stage of a process that
would culminate in a nirvana29—a stateless world where “each person would work according to his
ability and receive according to his needs.”

In 1903, eight Russian proponents of this piece of fantasy, led by a brilliant and ruthless revolutionary
named Vladimir Lenin,30 founded a socialist party in Minsk31 that became known as the “Bolsheviks.”

Nicholas II’s Blunders

Liberal32 members of Russian nobility responded to the dramatically radicalizing political atmosphere
by repeatedly appealing to Nicholas to authorize some reforms and the formation of the Duma, an
elected parliament. His answer, time and again, was a flat “Nyet—No!”

Totally convinced that his authority came directly from God, Nicholas continued to lose the much
needed support of the traditionally czarist allies: the peasants, who hated his oppression; the
moderate33 elites, who resented his rejection of the parliament; and even of some of his generals, who
were critical of his blundering into wars that revealed Russia’s weakness.

Thus in 1900, Nicholas quarreled34 with Japan over the control of Manchuria,35 a Chinese province,
whereupon Japan sank one of the imperial fleets and routed the Russian army.36 The ink on the
embarrassing peace treaty of 1905—negotiated by U.S. President Theodore Roosevelt—was still wet
when Nicholas’ guards fired on a peaceful procession37 in Petersburg pleading for a few modest
reforms.

The “Black Sunday” massacre,38 as it came to be known, triggered a nation-wide uprising; confirmed
the czar’s reputation as “Bloody Nicholas”; and made him authorize the founding of the Duma – but he
refused to give it any real authority.

[20]

26. Illusory (adjective): based on illusion or delusion; not real
27. a person who advocates thorough or complete political or social reform; a member of a political party or part of a

party pursuing such aims
28. The “proletariat” refers to workers or working-class people, often in reference to Marxism.
29. paradise
30. Vladimir Ilyich Ulyanov, better known by his alias Vladimir Lenin (1870-1924), was a Russian communist leader,

politician, and political theorist. He served as head of the Communist Party following the abdication of Nicholas II
and officially led the Soviet Union from 1922 until 1924. He developed a system of Marxism known as Leninism.

31. Minsk is the capital of and the largest city in Belarus, located in central Belarus.
32. open to new behavior or opinions and willing to discard traditional values; political left
33. of a person who holds middle-of-the-spectrum, or average, views, especially in politics
34. Quarrel (verb): to fight or argue
35. Manchuria is a mountainous region that forms a northeastern portion of China. Control over this region would allow

the Russian empire access to warm-water ports on the Pacific Ocean.
36. a reference to the battle of Port Arthur
37. a parade or march
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In 1914, Nicholas ordered the army to enter the First World War as an ally of Great Britain and France,
but his poorly equipped and demoralized39 troops suffered defeat after defeat.40

The czar’s final blunder was to take personal command of the soldiers, who by then were the prime
target of Lenin’s propaganda41 and mutinous,42 in 1916. Instead of fighting, tens of thousands of them
joined the revolutionary “Soviets” – Bolsheviks-led councils that were taking control of Russian towns
and villages.

In February 1917, these rebels launched a week-long revolt in Petersburg that neither Nicholas, nor the
Duma, were able to stop.

On March 15, 1917, the czar abdicated43 his throne and was arrested—together with Alexandra,44 their
five children, their private physician and three servants—by the Provisional government elected by the
Duma.

On July 21, 1917, Alexander Kerensky, a moderate politician, was elected chairman of the Duma-chosen
Provisional government. It was the last successful attempt to stop Lenin’s drive for power.

In November, the Provisional government was overthrown by the Bolsheviks; Kerensky fled to exile;
and at the age of 89 died in New York. Nicholas and all ten members of his family and household were
savagely45 murdered by the Bolsheviks on July 17, 1918.

Lenin and the Red October

Formally, Russia remained the ally of Britain and France until March 1918, when the Bolsheviks signed
a peace treaty with Germany and Austria-Hungary. Until October 1922, in some parts of Russia there
continued scattered skirmishes between the “Whites” (a loose confederation46 of Anti-Communist
forces and monarchy supporters that fought the Bolsheviks), and the Bolshevik’s Red Army.

But what really mattered from 1917 on were Lenin’s frantic, furious, and successful efforts to make the
vast Russian empire an example of Marxist class struggle and dictatorship.

[25]

[30]

38. Also known as “Bloody Sunday,” this massacre of peaceful protesters, led by religious figure Father Gapon, proved to
be an inciting incident for the 1905 Revolution.

39. Demoralized (adjective): having lost confidence or hope
40. Russia suffered one of the highest death rates in WWI.
41. information, especially of a biased or misleading nature, used to promote or publicize a particular political cause or

point of view
42. Mutinous (adjective): refusing to obey the orders of an authority; willing to turn on or rebel against a person of

authority
43. Abdicate (verb): to give up a title or resign from a position, often due to failure to uphold one's duties
44. Nicholas II’s wife and czarina of Russia
45. Savagely (adverb): in a fierce, violent, and uncontrolled manner
46. Confederation (noun): an organization that consists of a number of allied parties
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A fiery orator,47 masterful organizer and a prodigious48 writer of propaganda pamphlets, Lenin was
born to a wealthy family and as a child was a diligent student and obedient church goer. Unexpectedly,
he grew into an Alpha-male leader that dominated individuals and groups by the sheer force of his
steely will, volcanic emotions, and overbearing personality. A shadowy, friendless fanatic with no
private life to interfere with his work, Lenin rammed through and imposed his agenda on Russia with a
total disregard for morality.

Dmitri Volkogonov, a Russian historian and former Red Army general wrote in Lenin, his exhaustive
biography, that despite his access to Kremlin’s49 secret archives, he was unable to resolve mysteries
that shrouded50 Lenin’s life. For example, there were no records of who financed Lenin’s 17 years when
he lived in European exile; presided over Bolshevik congresses; organized hundreds of Russian
“Soviets” and, after the German government sent him to Russia in April 1917 in a sealed train coach,
toured the front lines to harangue51 the remaining army units to mutiny.

What is amply documented in scores of Lenin’s letters were his vicious orders aimed at spreading the
“dictatorship of the proletariat” throughout Russia and beyond. For example, he urged one of his
Soviets:

“Comrades! …Hang (and I mean hang so that the people can see) not less than 100
known kulaks [well-off farmers], rich men, bloodsuckers…Take all their grain away from
them… Do this so that for hundreds of miles around people can see, tremble, know and
cry: ‘they are killing and will go on killing the bloodsucking kulaks.’ Cable that you have
received this and carried out [instructions].”

What is also well known are the results of Lenin’s brutal leadership. According to Medvedev, by
October 24, 1917, the Winter Palace headquarters of the Provisional government had no more than
3,000 defenders, and the fight they put up against the attacking 20,000 Red Guards, sailors and
soldiers was so halfhearted that there were no more than 15 fighters killed on both sides, and 60 were
wounded.

“During these critical hours,” Medvedev wrote, “…Petrograd52 continued on the whole to go about its
normal business. Most of the soldiers remained in their barracks, the plants and factories continued to
operate, and in the schools none of their classes were interrupted. There were no strikes or
demonstrations…”

Until his death of brain hemorrhage in 1924, Lenin had the power and fervent53 following that no czar
had achieved. He launched a Communist system that created the totalitarian54 USSR (Union of Soviet
Socialist Republics), enslaved Baltic states and Eastern Europe,55 and for seven decades kept the world
in fear of World War III.56

[35]

47. a public speaker
48. Prodigious (adjective): remarkably or impressively great in extent, size, or degree
49. The Kremlin refers to the Moscow Kremlin, in which Russian government is based.
50. Shroud (verb): to cover or envelop
51. Harangue (verb): to lecture at length in an aggressive and critical manner
52. St. Petersburg was renamed “Petrograd” in 1914 at the beginning of WWI because it sounded less German. It was

renamed again in 1924 to Leningrad, following the death of Lenin. In 1991, the city was once again called St.
Petersburg.

53. Fervent (adjective): passionate, intense
54. of or relating to a system of government that is centralized and dictatorial and requires complete subservience to the

state
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And yet, in Volkogonov’s opinion, Lenin’s life ended in failure. His dream of a global revolution—“an
instant onslaught on the capitalist57 citadels,” as the historian wrote—never came near to reality, and
collapsed totally by the end of the Cold War.

In a competition with Marxism and class warfare, free votes and exchange of political ideas emerged
far more powerful than brutality and empty promises of a paradise.

55. The Soviet Union (also known as the USSR) was a one-party federation, governed by the Communist Party in
Moscow, that existed from 1922 to 1991. It was composed of the Soviet Russia and many Soviet satellite states
(Eastern and Central European countries brought under Soviet control).

56. The Cold War describes the period of prolonged political tension between Western and Eastern Europe, as well as
the United States and the Soviet Union. It is typically measured as having lasted from 1947 to 1991.

57. Capitalism is the economic and political system in which a country’s trade, industry, and market are controlled by
private owners rather than by the state. In this way, it is very different, if not the opposite of communism.
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Text-Dependent Questions
Directions: For the following questions, choose the best answer or respond in complete sentences.

1. PART A: Which TWO of the following statements best summarize central ideas of the text?
A. Red October was the culminating event in the path towards a communist

revolution in Russia, as the Bolsheviks officially took power.
B. Though it preceded the revolution by more than two decades, the Great Famine

of 1891 under czar Nicholas II’s rule was one of the causes of the Russian
Revolution.

C. Whatever progress was made under Nicholas II was outweighed by the
catastrophic mistakes and bloody tragedies that characterized his rule.

D. Nicholas II could have easily prevented the Russian Revolution and his own
death if he had only abdicated sooner.

E. Lenin ultimately failed in his objective, as he died of a brain hemorrhage before
he could obtain absolute power.

F. Despite the violence and cruelty of Lenin’s rule, it paled in comparison to that of
Stalin’s regime.

2. PART B: Which TWO of the following quotes best supports the answer to Part A?
A. “The path to the triumphant “Red October” was more than a quarter century

long and so complex that it’s easy to lose its track before reaching the climax.”
(Paragraph 3)

B. “The czarist government’s first response was to warn the newspapers against
describing the catastrophe as “famine.” The eventual food deliveries were so
slow and clumsy that millions of peasants lost their faith in their unwritten
bargain with the monarchy….” (Paragraph 8)

C. “Totally convinced that his authority came directly from God, Nicholas kept
losing the critical support of the czarism traditional allies: the peasants, who
hated his oppression; the moderate elites, who resented his rejection of the
parliament; and even of some of his generals, who were critical of his
blundering into wars that revealed Russia’s weakness.” (Paragraph 20)

D. “The “Black Sunday” massacre, as it came to be known, triggered a nation-wide
uprising; confirmed the czar’s reputation as “Bloody Nicholas”; and made him
authorize the founding of the Duma…” (Paragraph 22)

E. ““Comrades! …Hang (and I mean hang so that the people can see) not less than
100 known kulaks [well-off farmers], rich men, bloodsuckers…Take all their grain
away from them… Do this so that for hundreds of miles around people can see,
tremble, know and cry: ‘they are killing and will go on killing the bloodsucking
kulaks.’” (Paragraph 33)

F. “And yet, in Volkogonov’s opinion, Lenin’s life ended in failure. His dream of a
global revolution—“an instant onslaught on the capitalist citadels,” as the
historian wrote—never came near to reality, and collapsed totally by the end of
the Cold War.” (Paragraph 37)
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3. How do paragraphs 1-3 contribute to the text’s central ideas?
A. The first three paragraphs propose the central idea that the 1917 Bolshevik

takeover was technically not a revolution.
B. The first three paragraphs lament the cost of the Russian Revolution and the

negative change the country would experience under communist rule.
C. The first paragraph defines “revolution” as a force of the people’s will to

overthrow the government, as opposed to the incorrect use that describes a
small party’s forceful coup; this introduces the central idea and question: was
the Russian Revolution a true revolution?

D. The first three paragraphs introduce the idea that the Russian
Revolution—rather than being a simple coup, in which sometimes the term
“revolution” is incorrectly used—was a complex chain of events and causes.

4. How does the British historian Figes connect the weather of 1890-1891 to the decline of the
Russian empire in the 20th century?

A. The weather in 1890-1891 led to the Great Famine of 1891; the czarist
government’s reaction damaged the people’s trust in and loyalty to the imperial
monarchy.

B. The weather in 1890-1891 led to the Great Famine of 1891; the suppressed
news of this famine made people advocate for better education and free
speech.

C. The weather in 1890-1891 led to the Great Famine of 1891; the people
superstitiously blamed the czar and his strange adviser, Rasputin, for this
unfortunately event.

D. The weather in 1890-1891 led to the Great Famine of 1891; the lack of food in
turn affected the empire’s economy and thus weakened the imperial state.

5. Why does the author likely include the section entitled “Changing Russia”?
A. To prove that Nicholas II was actually a good leader but that his rule was marred

by tragedies out of his control
B. To acknowledge that progress was being made in Russia under Nicholas II but

that the rate of change was too slow
C. To point out that the progress made under Nicholas II contributed to the

revolution, for more people were being educated and began demanding change
D. To note that the changing structure of the cities (i.e. increased population) made

it easier for riots to break out and eventually violent revolution

6. Why did Marxism likely find a particular foothold in Russia and its politics?
A. Marxism appealed to the working class in Russia, as well as the intelligentsia,

and their frustration with the elite upper class by promising a fairer system of
economics.

B. Marxism gained a foothold in Russia because it detailed the transition from a
feudal system (like Russia recently had) to an economic paradise.

C. Marxism appealed to the Russian working class’ frustration with the upper
classes by advocating class warfare.

D. Marxism allowed the educated middle class to take advantage of the lower
working class by manipulating them into eliminating the elite.
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7. Compare and contrast the author’s depictions of Nicholas II and Vladimir Lenin. What do
these depictions reveal about these historical figures? Cite evidence in your answer.

8. Why, according to the text, was the Russian Revolution a failure? Consider the goals of the
revolutionaries in your answer. Cite evidence to support your answer.
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Discussion Questions
Directions: Brainstorm your answers to the following questions in the space provided. Be prepared to
share your original ideas in a class discussion.

1. Based on your reading of the text, how could the Russian Revolution have been avoided?
What factors could have been changed that might have stemmed the call for revolution? Or
was it inevitable?

2. Who would you rather live under, Nicholas or Lenin? Whose leadership style was more
dangerous?

3. Based on your reading and your knowledge or experience, provide your own definition of a
“revolution.” How does the Russian Revolution of 1917 fit this definition?

4. In the context of this article, how do people create change? Were the methods by which
change was created in the 1917 Russian Revolution right? Is there a way to morally incite a
revolution? Cite evidence from this text, your own experience, and other literature, art, or
history in your answer.
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Past Review: Parent Function transformations. 

Please describe the transformations.  

1. 𝑔(𝑥) =  (𝑥 − 7) + 9         

 
                         

2. 𝑓(𝑥) =  −(𝑥 + 5) − 2 
 
 

3. ℎ(𝑥) =  6(𝑥 + 4)  

 

Current Affairs: 

What is the amplitude /period of …. 

4. 5𝑆𝑖𝑛(3𝑥) 

 

5. 𝐶𝑜𝑠(4𝑥)   

 

6. 3𝑇𝑎𝑛 𝑥  

 
 

7. Which graph goes through the origin ?                            sin   or  cos  
8. Where are the x intercepts of the tangent graph? ________________________ 
9. Where are the asypmtotes of the tangent graph?_________________________ 

Future. 

If we look back at parent function transformations, what would you say then is happening to the 
following trig functions? Please use Desmos to help you answer these questions.  

Start by entering in Sin(x) hit the wrench logo to change the x-axis to pi/4 

10. What is different about the graph of 𝑦 = 2𝑠𝑖𝑛(𝑥) + 3 from 
sin(x)?_____________________________________________________________________ 

11. What is the max/min height       max__________  Min_________ 

Now put in Cos(x) and compare that graph to  

12. 𝑓(𝑥) =  𝑐𝑜𝑠(𝑥 − 𝜋), what is different about 
this__________________________________________ 



13. what are your predictions about the following equations what do you think each letter would be 
as a transformation     𝑦 = 𝑎𝑠𝑖𝑛(𝑏𝑥 − ℎ) + 𝑘  : a___________ 
b________h__________k________ 

 

graphing.  

Graph the following functions based on their transformations  

14. 𝑦 = |𝑥 − 4| + 5                                                                                 15. 𝑔(𝑥) = + 2 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 

16. 𝑓(𝑥) = 𝑠𝑖𝑛(𝑥 − 𝜋) + 2                                                       17. ℎ(𝑥) =  3𝑡𝑎𝑛(2𝑥) 

 

 


