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Week 10 (May 18-22) 

Monday- 18 

Subject Time Assignment 

Math 30 min 1. A-J Nearpod Reviewing Basic Math Properties (Intro to Identities) 

2. K-Z Khan Academy 

Science 30 min 1. Review photosynthesis PowerPoint/notes 

2. Read photosynthesis article 

ELA 30 min 1. Adjectives Notes- Review notes 

2. Adjective worksheet #1 

Reading 30 min Read a book, article, or newspaper for at least 30 minutes 

Social Studies 30 min Rome: Republic to Empire – Lesson 3 – The End of the Republic (Reading 

Essentials) 

P.E. 30 min 1. Assignment #7 - Use last week's fitness goal to create a two-

week workout plan to achieve 

2. Exercise 30 minutes 

3. Fill out log. 

Dance 30 min 1. Concept of Time; Speed Performance task using ABC Form. 

 

Tuesday- 19 

Subject Time Assignment 

Math 30 min 1. A-J Khan Academy 

2. K-Z Nearpod Reviewing Basic Math Properties (Intro to 

Identities) 

Science 30 min 1. Finish photosynthesis article  

ELA 30 min 1. Adjective worksheet #2  

2. Adjective worksheet #3 

Reading 30 min Read a book, article, or newspaper for at least 30 minutes 

Social Studies 30 min Rome: Republic to Empire – Lesson 3 – The End of the Republic – 

Primary Source Activity: Julius Ceasar  

P.E. 30 min 1. Exercise 30 minutes (use workout plan) 

2. Fill out log 

Dance 30 min 1. Concept of Time; Speed Performance task using ABC Form. 

2. Seated Dance Warm-up. 

 

Wednesday- 20 

Subject Time Assignment 

Math 30 min 1. A-J Nearpod Distributive Property of Multiplication 

2. K-Z Khan Academy 

Science 30 min 1. Complete photosynthesis review questions/worksheet1 
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2. Complete photosynthesis word search 

ELA 30 min 1. Descriptive writing notes- review notes 

2. Outline for descriptive writing story 

Reading 30 min Read a book, article, or newspaper for at least 30 minutes 

Social Studies 30 min Rome: Republic to Empire – Lesson 4 – Rome Builds an Empire (Reading 

Essentials) 

P.E. 30 min 1. Exercise 30 minutes (use workout plan) 

2. Fill out log 

Dance 30 min 1. Concept of Time; Speed Performance task using ABC Form. 

 

Thursday- 21 

Subject Time Assignment 

Math 30 min 1. A-J Khan Academy 

2. K-Z rpod Distributive Property of Multiplication 

Science 30 min Photosynthesis Summary Poster 

Instructions: Create a poster to show what you learned about 

photosynthesis. 

Poster requirements: 

1. Pictures with labels 

2. Explanation of the process of photosynthesis 

3. Why you think photosynthesis is important to plants and 

animals in the world 

4. What you think would happen to the world if there was no 

photosynthesis 

ELA 30 min Start writing your descriptive story  

Reading 30 min Read a book, article, or newspaper for at least 30 minutes 

Social Studies 30 min Rome: Republic to Empire – Graphic Novel – The Eruption of Mt. 

Vesuvius (Read the comic book story and then answer the questions) 

P.E. 30 min 1. Exercise 30 minutes (use workout plan) 

2. Fill out log 

Dance 30 min 1. Concept of Time; Speed Performance task using ABC Form. 

2. Seated Dance Warm-up. 

 

Friday- 22 

Subject Time Assignment 

Math 30 min 1. Complete Khan Academy 

Science 30 min Photosynthesis Summary Poster 

Instructions: Create a poster to show what you learned about 

photosynthesis. 
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Poster requirements: 

1. Pictures with labels 

2. Explanation of the process of photosynthesis 

3. Why you think photosynthesis is important to plants and 

animals in the world 

4. What you think would happen to the world if there was no 

photosynthesis 

ELA 30 min 1. Finish your descriptive writing story 

2. Proofread, and fix errors  

 

Reading 30 min Read a book, article, or newspaper for at least 30 minutes 

Social Studies 30 min • Roman Civilization – Lesson 1 – The Roman Way of Life (Reading 

Essentials) 

• ONLINE KAHOOT GAME – Rome: Republic to Empire (ALL 

LESSONS) 

P.E. 30 min 1. Exercise 30 minutes (use workout plan) 

2. Fill out log 

Dance 30 min 1. Writing assignment: Tiny poem. 

 

 

Week 11 (May 25-29) 

Monday- 25 No School 

Subject Time Assignment 

Math 30 min No school 

Science 30 min No school 

ELA 30 min No school 

Reading 30 min No school 

Social 

Studies 

30 min No School 

P.E. 30 min 1. Exercise 30 minutes (use workout plan) 

2. Fill out log 

  

Dance 30 min No school 

 

Tuesday- 26 

Subject Time Assignment 

Math 30 min 1. A-J Khan Academy 

2. K-Z Nearpod Equivalent Expressions 



   
Week 10-12 Calendar Schedule 

 

   
 

Science 30 min 1. Plant research assignment: 

Pick a plant you want to learn about and research what is required to 

keep your plant alive.  

*** See worksheet for detailed instructions 

 

ELA 30 min 1. Pronouns notes- review notes 

2. Pronouns- worksheet #1 

Reading 30 min Read a book, article, or newspaper for at least 30 minutes 

Social Studies 30 min Roman Civilization – Lesson 2 – Rome's Decline (Reading Essentials) & 

Roman Civilization – Lesson 3 – The Byzantine Empire (Reading 

Essentials) - CHOOSE ONE TO COMPLETE 

P.E. 30 min 1. Exercise 30 minutes (use workout plan) 

2. Fill out log  

Dance 30 min 1. Concept of Time; Speed + Rhythm Performance Task, “Funny 

Phrase”.  

2. Seated Dance Warm-up. 

 

Wednesday- 27 

Subject Time Assignment 

Math 30 min 1. A-J Nearpod Equivalent Expressions 

2. K-Z Khan Academy 

Science 30 min 1. Continue working on plant research assignment 

ELA 30 min 1. Pronouns worksheet #2 

Reading 30 min Read a book, article, or newspaper for at least 30 minutes 

Social Studies 30 min The Rise of Christianity – Lesson 1 - Early Christianity (Reading 

Essentials) 

P.E. 30 min 1. Exercise 30 minutes (use workout plan) 

2. Fill out log 

Dance 30 min 1. Concept of Time; Speed + Rhythm Performance Task, “Funny 

Phrase”. 

 

Thursday- 28 

Subject Time Assignment 

Math 30 min 1. Khan Academy 

2. Complete / Resubmit any old work for a higher grade 

Science 30 min Plant research assignment: 

Pick a plant you want to learn about and research what is required to 

keep your plant alive.  

*** See worksheet for detailed instructions 
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ELA 30 min 1. Read the article “It’s Opening Day” 

2. Complete comprehension questions 1-5 

 

Reading 30 min Read a book, article, or newspaper for at least 30 minutes 

Social Studies 30 min The Rise of Christianity – Lesson 2 – The Early Church (Reading 

Essentials) 

P.E. 30 min 1. Exercise 30 minutes (use workout plan) 

2. Log Exercise  

Dance 30 min 1. Concept of Time; Speed + Rhythm Performance Task, “Funny 

Phrase”. 

2. Seated Dance Warm-up. 

 

Friday- 29 

Subject Time Assignment 

Math 30 min 1. Khan Academy  

2. Complete / Resubmit any old work for a higher grade 

Science 30 min Plant research assignment: 

Pick a plant you want to learn about and research what is required to 

keep your plant alive.  

*** See worksheet for detailed instructions 

 

ELA 30 min 1. Re-read the article “It’s Opening Day” 

2. Complete comprehension questions 6-10 

 

Reading 30 min Read a book, article, or newspaper for at least 30 minutes 

Social Studies 30 min The Rise of Christianity – Lesson 3 – A Christian Europe (Reading 

Essentials) 

P.E. 30 min 1. Assignment #8 

2. Post Self-Assessment (Did you make your goal?) 

Dance 30 min 1. Writing assignment: Tiny Poem. 

 

 

Week 12 (June 1-4) 

Monday- 1 

Subject Time Assignment 

Math 30 min Start Math Memory Poster 

• Create a poster or PowerPoint that summarizes what you 

learned in Math this year.  
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• Poster / PowerPoint should include: 

1. Pictures / Color 

2. Explanation of what you learned (at least 3 things) 

3. What you loved about Math 

4. What you hope to learn in 7th grade Math 

5. Any final thoughts about the year.  

Science 30 min Complete Science Memory Poster 

• Create a poster that summarizes what you learned in science,  

• Poster should include: pictures, explanation of what you learned 

from at least TWO topics, what you loved about science and 

what you hope to learn in 7th grade 

ELA 30 min Start ELA Memory Poster 

• Create a poster that summarizes what you learned in ELA  

• Poster should include: 

1) pictures and color  

2) explanation of what you learned (at least 3 facts) 

3) what you loved about ELA  

4) what you hope to learn in 7th grade ELA 

5) Anything else that involved ELA 

 

Reading 30 min Read a book, article, or newspaper for at least 30 minutes 

Social Studies 30 min Social Studies Poster 

• Create a poster that summarizes what you learned in social studies 

• Poster should include: 

o One fact about a civilization we’ve studied (Mesopotamia, 

Egypt, Israel, Greece, India, China, or Rome) 

o Pictures (lots of them!) and color 

o Explain what you learned 

o Explain what you love about social studies 

o What do you hope to learn in 7th grade social studies (Possible 

Responses: End of Rome, rise of Islam, Medieval Europe, 

Japan, Imperial China, the Aztecs (Ancient Mexico), the Age of 

Exploration, etc.) 

o Anything else you like about social studies or history in 

general 

P.E. 30 min Create Physical Education Memory Poster 

• Create a poster that summarizes what you have learned in P.E. 

this school year 

• Poster should include 

                -  pictures and color 

                -  what you have learned in P.E. (at least 3 things) 

                -  what was your favorite sport we learned and why 

                -  what you love most about P.E. 

                -  what sports you hope to learn in 7th grade 
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                - anything else you would like to include  

Dance 30 min  

 

Tuesday- 2 

Subject Time Assignment 

Math 30 min Continue Math Memory Poster 

• Create a poster or PowerPoint that summarizes what you 

learned in Math this year.   

• Poster / PowerPoint should include:  

1. Pictures / Color  

2. Explanation of what you learned (at least 3 things)  

3. What you loved about Math  

4. What you hope to learn in 7th grade Math  

5. Any final thoughts about the year. 

Science 30 min Complete Science Memory Poster 

• Create a poster that summarizes what you learned in science,  

• Poster should include: pictures, explanation of what you learned 
from at least TWO topics, what you loved about science and 
what you hope to learn in 7th grade 

ELA 30 min Continue ELA Memory Poster 

• Create a poster that summarizes what you learned in ELA  

• Poster should include: 

1) pictures and color  

2) explanation of what you learned (at least 3 facts) 

3) what you loved about ELA  

4) what you hope to learn in 7th grade ELA 

5) Anything else that involved ELA 

 

Reading 30 min Read a book, article, or newspaper for at least 30 minutes 

Social Studies 30 min Social Studies Poster 

• Create a poster that summarizes what you learned in social studies 

• Poster should include: 

o One fact about a civilization we’ve studied (Mesopotamia, 

Egypt, Israel, Greece, India, China, or Rome) 

o Pictures (lots of them!) and color 

o Explain what you learned 

o Explain what you love about social studies 

o What do you hope to learn in 7th grade social studies (Possible 

Responses: End of Rome, rise of Islam, Medieval Europe, 

Japan, Imperial China, the Aztecs (Ancient Mexico), the Age of 

Exploration, etc.) 
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o Anything else you like about social studies or history in 

general 

P.E. 30 min Continue Physical Education Memory Poster 

• Create a poster that summarizes what you have learned in P.E. 

this school year 

• Poster should include 

                -  pictures and color 

                -  what you have learned in P.E. (at least 3 things) 

                -  what was your favorite sport we learned and why 

                -  what you love most about P.E. 

                -  what sports you hope to learn in 7th grade 

                - anything else you would like to include 

  

Dance 30 min  

 

Wednesday- 3 

Subject Time Assignment 

Math 30 min Continue Math Memory Poster 

• Create a poster or PowerPoint that summarizes what you 

learned in Math this year.   

• Poster / PowerPoint should include:  

1. Pictures / Color  

2. Explanation of what you learned (at least 3 things)  

3. What you loved about Math  

4. What you hope to learn in 7th grade Math  

5. Any final thoughts about the year. 

 

Science 30 min Complete Science Memory Poster 

• Create a poster that summarizes what you learned in science,  

• Poster should include: pictures, explanation of what you learned 
from at least TWO topics, what you loved about science and 
what you hope to learn in 7th grade 

ELA 30 min Continue ELA Memory Poster 

• Create a poster that summarizes what you learned in ELA  

• Poster should include: 

1) pictures and color  

2) explanation of what you learned (at least 3 facts) 

3) what you loved about ELA  

4) what you hope to learn in 7th grade ELA 

5) Anything else that involved ELA 

 

Reading 30 min Read a book, article, or newspaper for at least 30 minutes 
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Social Studies 30 min Social Studies Poster 

• Create a poster that summarizes what you learned in social studies 

• Poster should include: 

o One fact about a civilization we’ve studied (Mesopotamia, 

Egypt, Israel, Greece, India, China, or Rome) 

o Pictures (lots of them!) and color 

o Explain what you learned 

o Explain what you love about social studies 

o What do you hope to learn in 7th grade social studies (Possible 

Responses: End of Rome, rise of Islam, Medieval Europe, 

Japan, Imperial China, the Aztecs (Ancient Mexico), the Age of 

Exploration, etc.) 

o Anything else you like about social studies or history in 

general 

P.E. 30 min Continue Physical Education Memory Poster 

• Create a poster that summarizes what you have learned in P.E. 

this school year 

• Poster should include 

                -  pictures and color 

                -  what you have learned in P.E. (at least 3 things) 

                -  what was your favorite sport we learned and why 

                -  what you love most about P.E. 

                -  what sports you hope to learn in 7th grade 

                - anything else you would like to include 

 

Dance 30 min  

 

Thursday- 4 

Subject Time Assignment 

Math 30 min Complete Math Memory Poster 

• Create a poster or PowerPoint that summarizes what you 
learned in Math this year.   

• Poster / PowerPoint should include:  
1. Pictures / Color  
2. Explanation of what you learned (at least 3 things)  
3. What you loved about Math  
4. What you hope to learn in 7th grade Math  
5. Any final thoughts about the year. 

 

Science 30 min Complete Science Memory Poster 

• Create a poster that summarizes what you learned in science,  
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• Poster should include: pictures, explanation of what you learned 

from at least TWO topics, what you loved about science and 

what you hope to learn in 7th grade 

 

ELA 30 min Continue ELA Memory Poster 

• Create a poster that summarizes what you learned in ELA  

• Poster should include: 

1) pictures and color  

2) explanation of what you learned (at least 3 facts) 

3) what you loved about ELA  

4) what you hope to learn in 7th grade ELA 

5) Anything else that involved ELA 

 

Reading 30 min Read a book, article, or newspaper for at least 30 minutes 

Social Studies 30 min Finish Social Studies Poster 

• Create a poster that summarizes what you learned in social studies 

• Poster should include: 

o One fact about a civilization we’ve studied (Mesopotamia, 

Egypt, Israel, Greece, India, China, or Rome) 

o Pictures (lots of them!) and color 

o Explain what you learned 

o Explain what you love about social studies 

o What do you hope to learn in 7th grade social studies (Possible 

Responses: End of Rome, rise of Islam, Medieval Europe, 

Japan, Imperial China, the Aztecs (Ancient Mexico), the Age of 

Exploration, etc.) 

o Anything else you like about social studies or history in 

general 

P.E. 30 min Finish Physical Education Memory Poster 

• Create a poster that summarizes what you have learned in P.E. 

this school year 

• Poster should include 

                -  pictures and color 

                -  what you have learned in P.E. (at least 3 things) 

                -  what was your favorite sport we learned and why 

                -  what you love most about P.E. 

                -  what sports you hope to learn in 7th grade 

                - anything else you would like to include 
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Dance 30 min  

 

Friday- 5 No School 

Subject Time Assignment 

Math 30 min NONE 

Science 30 min NONE 

ELA 30 min NONE 

Reading 30 min NONE 

Social Studies 30 min NONE 

P.E. 30 min NONE 

Dance 30 min NONE 

 

 



5.18-5.19 
Opening Exercise 

4 + 0 = 4 

4 × 1 = 4 

4 ÷ 1 = 4 

4 × 0 = 0 

1 ÷ 4 =
1

4
 

 

How many of these statements are true? 

 

 

How many of those statements would be true if the number 4 was replaced with the number 7 in each of the 

number sentences?   

 

 

Would the number sentences be true if we were to replace the number 4 with any other number?   

 

 

What if we replaced the number 4 with the number 0?  Would each of the number sentences be true? 

 

 

What if we replace the number 4 with a letter 𝑔?  Please write all 4 expressions below, replacing each 4 with a 𝑔. 

  

 

Are these all true (except for 𝑔 = 0) when dividing? 

 

 

Example 1:  Additive Identity Property of Zero  

 

𝑔 + 0 = 𝑔 

 

Remember a letter in a mathematical expression represents a number.  Can we replace 𝑔 with any number? 

 



 

Choose a value for 𝑔, and replace 𝑔 with that number in the equation.  What do you observe? 

 

 

 

Repeat this process several times, each time choosing a different number for 𝑔. 

 

 

 

 

 

Will all values of 𝑔 result in a true number sentence? 

 

 

Write the mathematical language for this property below: 

 

 

Example 2:  Multiplicative Identity Property of One  

 

𝑔 × 1 = 𝑔 

 

Remember a letter in a mathematical expression represents a number.  Can we replace 𝑔 with any number? 

 

 

Choose a value for 𝑔, and replace 𝑔 with that number in the equation.  What do you observe? 

 

 

 

Will all values of 𝑔 result in a true number sentence?  Experiment with different values before making your claim. 

 

 

 

Write the mathematical language for this property below: 

 



5.20-5.22 
Example 3:  Commutative Property of Addition and Multiplication  

 

3 + 4 = 4 + 3 

3 × 4 = 4 × 3 

 

Replace the 3’s in these number sentences with the letter 𝑎. 

 

 

 

Choose a value for 𝑎, and replace 𝑎 with that number in each of the equations.  What do you observe? 

 

 

 

Will all values of 𝑎 result in a true number sentence?  Experiment with different values before making your claim. 

 

 

 

 

Now, write the equations again, this time replacing the number 4 with a variable, 𝑏. 

 

 

 

 

Will all values of 𝑎 and 𝑏 result in true number sentences for the first two equations?  Experiment with different 

values before making your claim. 

 

 

 

 

 

Write the mathematical language for this property below: 

 



Example 4  

3 + 3 + 3 + 3 = 4 × 3 

3 ÷ 4 =
3

4
 

 

Replace the 3’s in these number sentences with the letter 𝑎. 

 

 

 

 

Choose a value for 𝑎, and replace 𝑎 with that number in each of the equations.  What do you observe? 

 

 

 

 

Will all values of 𝑎 result in a true number sentence?  Experiment with different values before making your claim. 

 

 

 

Now, write the equations again, this time replacing the number 4 with a variable, 𝑏. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Will all values of 𝑎 and 𝑏 result in true number sentences for the equations?  Experiment with different values 

before making your claim.  

 

 

 

 

 
 
 



5.25-5.26 
Problem Set   
 

1. State the commutative property of addition using the variables 𝑎 and 𝑏.  

 

2. State the commutative property of multiplication using the variables 𝑎 and 𝑏. 

 

3. State the additive property of zero using the variable 𝑏. 

 

4. State the multiplicative identity property of one using the variable 𝑏. 

 

5. Demonstrate the property listed in the first column by filling in the third column of the table.  

 

Commutative Property of Addition 25 + 𝑐 =  

Commutative Property of Multiplication 𝑙 × 𝑤 =  

Additive Property of Zero ℎ + 0 =  

Multiplicative Identity Property of One 𝑣 × 1 =  

 

6. Why is there no commutative property for subtraction or division?  Show examples.  

 

5.27-5.29 
Example 1  

Create a bar diagram to show 3 plus 5.  

 

 

How would this look if you were asked to show 5 plus 3?  

 

 

Are these two expressions equivalent?  

 

Example 2  

How can we show a number increased by 2? 

 

 



Can you prove this using a model?  If so, draw the model.  

Example 3  

Write an expression to show the sum of 𝑚 and 𝑘.  

 

 

Which property can be used in Examples 1–3 to show that both expressions given are equivalent?  

 

 

Example 4  

How can we show 10 minus 6?  

▪ Draw a bar diagram to model this expression. 

 

 

▪ What expression would represent this model?  

 

 

▪ Could we also use 6 − 10?  

 

 

Example 5  

How can we write an expression to show 3 less than a number?  

▪ Start by drawing a diagram to model the subtraction.  Are we taking away from the 3 or the unknown 

number? 

 

 

▪ What expression would represent this model?  

 

Example 6  

How would we write an expression to show the number 𝑐 being subtracted from the sum of 𝑎 and 𝑏?  

▪ Start by writing an expression for “the sum of 𝑎 and 𝑏.” 

 

 

 

 

▪ Now, show 𝑐 being subtracted from the sum. 

 



 



Slide 1 

Photosynthesis

 

Slide 2 

What do plants 

need to stay alive?

 Water

 Sunlight 

 Carbon dioxide- a gas people breath 

out

 People breathe in oxygen from 

plants and plants take in carbon 

dioxide from people. 

https://arts2science.wordpress.com/livingthings/plants/photosynthesis/oxygencarbondioxidecycle/

 

Slide 3 

Remember the 

Chloroplast?

 The chloroplast is an organelle 

found ONLY in a plant cell

 Its job is to collect energy from the 

sun and make food for plants

 The process of collecting energy 

from the sun and making food is 

called: PHOTOSYNTHESIS

https://sites.google.com/site/mochebiologysite/online-textbook/photosynthesis

 



Slide 4 

What is 

photosynthesis?

• Photosynthesis is a 
process where plants 
turn sunlight, carbon 
dioxide (what you 
breathe out) and water 
into sugar (food) and 
oxygen (what you 
breathe in). 

https://www.ducksters.com/science/photosynthesis.php

 

Slide 5 

Where does photosynthesis take place?

Photosynthesis happens in the leaves of cells in the 

CHLOROPLAST in a plant cell.

https://sites.google.com/site/mochebiologysite/online-textbook/photosynthesishttps://blogs.flasheducation.co.in/factors-affecting-photosynthesis/

 

Slide 6 

How does a 

chloroplast capture 

light?

Inside the chloroplast is 
something known as 
chlorophyll. 

Chlorophyll absorbs 
sunlight

Chlorophyll is green 
which is why plants are 
green too.

 



Slide 7 

Two parts to 

Photosynthesis

1. Light Reactions

 Light is absorbed and stored 
as energy (ATP) in the plant

 Light reactions MUST happen 
during the day because 
sunlight is needed.

2. Calvin Cycle

 This is where the stored 
energy (ATP) is turned into 
sugar (food for the plant)

 Calvin cycle can happen at 
night because it doesn’t need 
sunlight to change energy into 
food.

https://www.ck12.org/book/ck-12-life-science-for-middle-school/section/4.2/

 

Slide 8 

Sources

 https://www.ducksters.com/science/photosynthesis.php

 Pictures:

 https://arts2science.wordpress.com/livingthings/plants/photosynthesis/oxyg

encarbondioxidecycle/

 https://sites.google.com/site/mochebiologysite/online-

textbook/photosynthesis

 https://www.ducksters.com/science/photosynthesis.php

 https://www.ck12.org/book/ck-12-life-science-for-middle-

school/section/4.2/

 

 



What Goes Into Photosynthesis? - carbon dioxide, chlorophyll, photosynthesis, oxygen
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What Goes Into Photosynthesis?
carbon dioxide, chlorophyll, photosynthesis, oxygen
Plants Unit

Our sun makes almost all the energy that keeps living things on earth alive.  Plants are small factories that
take the sun's light and make the sugars that fuel most of the living things on earth.  When you eat lettuce,
you are eating the sugars and fiber the plant made using the sun's energy.  When you eat a hot dog, the
meat gives your body fuel that began with the sun and plants.  Plants use a special process to change the
sun's energy into food.

Plants need a few everyday ingredients to make their factories work.  They need water, just like you do. 
They also need a gas, one that you breathe out.  There is very little of this gas in the air, mostly because
plants use up so much of it to make energy.  To grow 10,000 corn plants, you would need so much of this
gas that it would weigh as much as your school bus.  The gas that you breathe out and plants use to make
sugars is called carbon dioxide.

Making energy happens in special cells inside the plant.  Carbon dioxide enters the plant through little
holes in the leaves, just like the ones you have on your skin.  From there, the gas moves into the cells
along with the water.  The cells where this happens are home to the plant's green coloring.  Their job is to
soak up sunlight.  Sunlight warms things up in the cells, allowing the plant to change water and the gas
into sugars.  The green color in a plant that soaks up the sunlight is called chlorophyll.

Plants use the sugars they make for food.  If they do not need the sugars right away, they can store them
for later.  Plants also use those sugars to make wood, fibers that we turn into materials like cotton and
linen, and other things.   These keep the plant stems, trunks and other parts strong and healthy.  

Over 500 more free Science and History articles are waiting to inspire your students at Rocketlit Page 2
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What Goes Into Photosynthesis? - carbon dioxide, chlorophyll, photosynthesis, oxygen

Photosynthesis is the name for the process that changes light energy into sugars that plants can use for
the energy that keeps them alive.  In fact, if you dried out a green plant, almost all of what is left behind
was made in this way.

Sugars are only one part of photosynthesis.  In the beginning, the sun's energy breaks apart water.  The
plant uses one part of the water to make sugar.  The plant returns the other part of the water to the air as
waste.  The waste from this process is oxygen, the gas that people need to breathe in to live.  This gas
makes up about a fifth of the air you breathe.

Almost all life on earth depends upon the sun's energy and photosynthesis.  This is the way plants make
food that they, and we, can use.  People also depend upon it for the air we breathe.  In return, we breathe
out carbon dioxide, the gas the plants need.  There is very little of this gas in our air because plants quickly
pull it into their energy factories.  Plants and people were made to live together.
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Photosynthesis Reading Review Worksheet 

Complete the picture: 

 

 

____________________ 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

_______________________ 

 

 

 

 

 

____________________ 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

Word bank: 

Sunlight 

Water 

Oxygen 

Carbon dioxide 

Sugar 



2. What do plant make that humans need? What do humans make that plants need? 

_____________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

 

3. Where does photosynthesis take place in a plant cell? 

_____________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

 

4. Explain the process of photosynthesis in your own words (3 sentences). 

_____________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

 

5. If you were a plant, what plant would you be and how much water would you need? How much 

sunlight would you need? 

_____________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

 

Bonus Question (NOT REQUIRED) 

What is the equation for photosynthesis? 



Photosynthesis 

Carbon Dioxide 

Chloroplasts 

Chlorophyll 

Phosphorus 

Fertiliser 

Nutrients 

Potassium 

Palisade 

Nitrogen 

Glucose 

Oxygen 

Phloem 

Plant 

Xylem 

Hair 

Root 

Leaf 
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Photosynthesis Wordsearch 

       Carbon    
   Dioxide 

A gas found in air used in 
photosynthesis and breathed out 
by animals. 

 Oxygen The gas essential to animal life  
and produced by plants in 
photosynthesis. 

Chlorophyll The green pigment in plants 
responsible for absorbing sunlight. 

 Palisade Large cells found in leaves, containing 
chloroplasts. 

Chloroplasts Small organelles in the cells of 
plants containing chlorophyll. 

 Phloem The tube in a plant which carries sugar 
and nutrients. 

Fertiliser A mixture that is added to soil to 
help the growth of plants. 

 Photosynthesis The process by which plants convert 
carbon dioxide and water into sugar 
and oxygen. 

Glucose A simple sugar and important 
carbohydrate produced by 
photosynthesis. 

 Phosphorus An element which is essential to 
photosynthesis. 

Hair Roots have hairs which collect 
water and nutrients. 

 Plant A living organism that uses 
photosynthesis to make energy. 

Leaf The organ of a plant specialising in 
photosynthesis. 

 Potassium A metal element which is essential in 
fertilisers. 

Nitrogen The most abundant gas in air, 
essential in fertilisers 

 Root The organ of a plant that takes in water 
and nutrients, from the soil or air. 

  Nutrients Chemical substances essential to 
the growth and health of 
organisms. 

 Xylem The tube in a plant which carries 
water and minerals. 



Photosynthesis Summary Poster 

Instructions: Create a poster to show what you learned about photosynthesis. 

Poster requirements: 

1. Pictures with labels 

2. Explanation of the process of photosynthesis 

3. Why you think photosynthesis is important to plants and animals in the world 

4. What you think would happen to the world if there was no photosynthesis 



Plant Research Assignment 

Instructions: 

1. Pick a plant you really like or are interested in. Maybe this is your favorite plant or maybe the 

plant you choose is a plant your parent really likes.  

2. Research this plant 

3. What to research: 

a. Does this plant need water? How much? How often? 

b. Does this plant need sun? How much? How often? 

c. Where does this plant grow the best? (cold, warm, hot, dessert) 

d. Does this plant need bees? 

e. Interesting facts about the plant 

f. How long does the plant live? 

g. Why is it important to have this plant around? 

4. Include a picture or multiple pictures of your plant 

5. Make sure all of your research is written in a paragraph on your poster 



Slide 1 

End of Year Subject Posters
May 28th-June 4th

Due: June 4th

 

Slide 2 

Instructions

• You will create a memory poster about what you 
learned in SCIENCE 

• Your poster can be in the form of a PowerPoint or a 
word document

• Your poster should include:

1. Explanation of what your favorite part of the 
class was.

2. Explanation of at least TWO topics we 
learned about.

3. Include pictures and diagrams 

4. What you hope to learn next year in science 
as a 7th grader

 

Slide 3 

Example Posters 
for other classes

 



Slide 4 

PE

• I learned how to play tennis and the different 
muscles in the body

• I really enjoyed playing on teams and learning how 
to work with others. 

• I hope to learn how to play football in 7th grade next 
year

This Photo by Unknown Author is licensed under CC BY  

Slide 5 

Math

• I learned how ratios can be equivalent 

• I really enjoyed playing math games and 
being able to use whiteboards during class

• I hope to learn more about geometry next 
year in 7th grade

This Photo by Unknown Author is licensed under CC BY  

Slide 6 

Social Studies

• I learned about mummification in 
Egypt

• I learned about Greek mythology

• I really loved the hands-on projects we 
did in class.  

• I hope to learn about many different 
countries next year in 7th grade

 



Slide 7 

Science

• I learned that the human body is made up of many 
different organ systems

• I loved the hands-on chicken lab we did in class with 
raw chicken

• I hope to learn about genetics next year in 7th grade

 

Slide 8 

ELA

• I learned how to write a five-paragraph essay

• I really enjoyed the bud, not buddy project we 
did in class

• I hope to learn how to create a story next year in 
7th grade.

This Photo by Unknown Author is licensed under CC BY-SA-NC

 

Slide 9 

STEAM Elective

• I learned how to build using in-class 
materials

• I loved making paper airplanes in class and 
flying them in the gym hallways

• I hope to learn how to build a volcano next 
year in 7th grade This Photo by Unknown Author is licensed under CC BY

 

 



May 18 (Monday) 

1) Review adjective notes below 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

2) Complete “Adjective worksheet” below 

Worksheet #1- 

DIRECTIONS: Underline the adjectives in the following sentences and circle the noun they 

modify or describe.  

1. Students will give an oral report on the vanishing rainforest and endangered species.  

2. Many people need more money to buy essential items for their home and gas for the car.  

3. The music folder was on his gorgeous grand piano.  

4. Some actors are very superstitious and do not like black cats or broken mirrors.  
 

 

 

 

 



May 19 (Tuesday) 

1) Complete adjective worksheet 2 

DIRECTIONS: Write five adjectives the describe each topic: 

1. sports 

2. forests 

3. movies 

4. food 

5. clothes 
 

2) Complete adjective worksheet 3 

Write a short story about a topic of your choice (8 total sentences). Each sentence must contain 

at least 2 adjectives. 16 total adjectives. Circle the adjectives in your story. 

 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



May 20 (Wednesday) 

1) Complete outline for short story 

 

 

May 21 (Thursday) 

1) Start story rough draft 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

May 22 (Friday) 

1) Finish story 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

May 25 (Monday) 

NO SCHOOL 

 

May 26 (Tuesday) 

1) Read pronouns notes 

*A pronoun is a word that takes place of a noun. This keeps you from repeating the noun in a 

sentence.  

 

EXAMPLE: Ms. Enterline likes to read Ms. Enterline’s books. → Ms. Enterline likes to read her 

books. (Her replaces saying Ms. Enterline again).  

 

EXAMPLE: Beth bought a sweater yesterday and she likes it. 

She replaces saying “Beth” again. 

“It” replaces using “sweater” again. 

 

2) Complete “Pronouns worksheet” 

Directions: Correct each sentence below by changing the underlined nouns to a pronoun. 

1. The dogs will bury the dogs’ bones in the back yard. 

2. Billy will ride Billy’s bicycle to pick up milk for Billy’s mom. 



3. Betty will do Betty’s homework before going to the basketball game. 

4. The hospital will charge the hospital’s patients for each visit.   

5. Tommy and Susan will go with Tommy and Susan’s parents on vacation next week. 

 

 

May 27 (Wednesday) 

1) Read antecedent notes 

*Antecedent- a word that the pronoun refers to. It comes before the pronoun in the sentence.  

EXAMPLES: 

1. Ms. Enterline likes to read her books. (her refers to Ms. Enterline) 

2. Odin likes to eat his food. (his refers to Odin) 

3. Nova likes to chase her tail. (her refers to Nova)  

 

2) Complete “Pronouns and Antecedents worksheet” 

 

 

STEP 1: Circle the antecedent in each sentence.  

STEP 2: Highlight the pronoun.  

6. The little girl dressed her doll in fancy clothing. 

7. Polar bears have thick fur to protect them from the harsh weather conditions. 

8. Billy takes his vitamins every day before he goes to school. 

9. VA Tech will give its students a one month winter break after final exams. 

10. Mr. Martin will allow his staff members to leave early on Fridays.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

May 28 (Thursday) 

1) Read and annotate “It’s Opening Day” 

“It’s Opening Day” 

The weather was growing crisper. It was getting dark later, and Matthew had stopped wearing a 

coat to school. Spring was coming, but that didn’t matter to him. What was really important was 



it was April. April meant baseball. April meant the end of the long, cold off-season. April meant 

opening day. 

The local team was called the Crickets. It wasn’t a very tough name for a baseball team, but that 

was okay. The Crickets weren’t a Major League team, with a 50,000 seat stadium, expensive 

tickets, and big-name players. They were a minor league team, and that suited Matthew just fine. 

The stadium was small, the tickets were cheap, and the players weren’t famous—at least not 

right now. Some were young players, only seven or eight years older than Matthew, with dreams 

of playing in the big leagues, and the talent to make it happen. Other players were older, their 

time in the big leagues finished, but they stuck around the Crickets because they weren’t ready 

yet to let go of the game that had defined them ever since childhood. 

And then there were players like Billie Carney, the shortstop. He had manned the space between 

second and third base for as long as Matthew could remember. Each year he was one of the two 

best players on the team, but he never did quite well enough to get called up to the majors. Each 

opening day, Matthew was shocked to see that Billie was still playing for the Crickets. 

“Jeez, Dad!” he would say. “I can’t believe Billie didn’t get called up to the big leagues this 

year.” 

“You think he played pretty well last season?” his father would ask. 

“Are you kidding?!” Matthew’s face turned purple whenever anybody questioned Billie Carney. 

“He hit twenty-seven home runs! He had ninety-eight RBIs! He walked more than anybody else 

on the team!” 

Matthew didn’t need a baseball card to tell him Billie’s statistics. He knew them by heart, from 

studying the sports page every morning at breakfast, to see how Billie and the other Crickets had 

played the night before. Over the winter, he committed all of their numbers to memory, and at 

night he would recite them to himself until he fell asleep. 

“How was his fielding?” Matthew’s father would ask, teasing him. “I bet he made a lot of 

errors.” 

“Dad—are you crazy? He moves like a spider out there. Nobody turns a double play faster than 

Billie. Nobody’s better at tagging runners out. Last season, he didn’t make an error for...” 

Matthew thought for a moment, doing the math in his head. “Forty-seven games!” 

“That’s not bad.” 

“Then how come he didn’t get called up to the majors?” 

“I don’t know.” 

“It’s not fair. He’s better than most of the guys you see playing on TV.” 

“It’s good news for us, right? Now we get to watch him play live for another season.” 



“I’m telling you, Dad. He’s the best.” 

Matthew and his father had gone to see the Crickets play every opening day since Matthew was 

born. Their family celebrated a lot of holidays—Thanksgiving, Halloween, the Fourth of July, 

not to mention Matthew’s and his sister’s birthdays—but as far as he was concerned, opening 

day was the best one. It was usually on a weekday, and his dad always let him skip school to go. 

“There are some things you can only learn in school,” he told Matthew once, “and there are some 

things you can only learn at the ballpark.” 

Each year, Matthew and his dad wore Crickets jerseys and Crickets hats, and they always got to 

the ballpark early enough to watch the hitters take batting practice. County Stadium was an old 

ballpark, almost as old as Matthew’s dad himself, and it had started to get a little shabby by the 

time Matthew started going to games. The scoreboard was rusty; the speakers were screechy, and 

the chairs weren’t as comfortable as they could have been. But on a sunny day, Matthew thought, 

it was the most beautiful stadium in the world. Last year was perfect. The sun was bright, the sky 

was clear, and there was just enough of a breeze to remind him that summer wasn’t quite here 

yet. The Crickets won 4-2, Matthew ate two hot dogs and a plastic baseball helmet full of ice 

cream, and Billie Carney bowed to the fans when he ran out onto the field. They went to a lot of 

games the rest of the summer, but opening day—as always—was his favorite. On the coldest 

days of winter, when wind cut through Matthew’s parka and his fingers turned as pink as Vienna 

sausages, Matthew remembered opening day, and the outfield grass that was as green and perfect 

as the Emerald City in the Wizard of Oz. 

 “I’ve got bad news,” said Matthew’s father, two days before the season started. “I can’t go to 

opening day this year.” 

“Dad,” said Matthew. “That is a dumb joke.” 

“I’m not kidding. Your sister’s play is Sunday afternoon.” 

“Her play is happening for three days. We’re watching it at school on Monday. Why don’t you 

just come then?” 

“I’ve got to work, kid. I’m really sorry.” 

Matthew’s father looked sad, but Matthew did not. He did not cry; he did not scream; he did not 

yell at his father about breaking promises. One of the things that he could only learn at the 

ballpark is that there’s no crying in baseball, so Matthew didn’t cry. But he wanted to. 

“Why don’t we go to the game Monday night?” his father asked. 

Matthew wanted to explain that night games were no good, that he had been waiting all winter 

for blue skies and green grass and sunshine. Night games were fine in the middle of the summer, 

when it was too hot to sit out in the sun, but it was April. He didn’t want to go to County 

Stadium in his parka, but he didn’t know how to put it into words. 

“I want to go to opening day,” he said, finally. 



“I’ve got an idea,” said his dad. “It’s kind of crazy but...do you want to go by yourself?” 

“What?!” 

“You’re old enough now. When I was your age I’d go to games alone all the time. I know it’s not 

what we usually do, but it could be fun.” 

“Go to the game...alone?” asked Matthew. He had to admit: it was better than not going at all. 

The sky was blue, the grass was green, and Matthew wore his Crickets jersey and Crickets hat. 

His seat was right where he liked—along the first base line, behind the home dugout—and all his 

favorite players were in the lineup, with Billie Carney batting first. He took out his scorecard and 

carefully wrote their names down. During the game, he would make notes of what happened—

who got a double, who struck out, who had the big home run. It was an old-fashioned thing to 

do, but Matthew liked it, because it helped keep him focused on the game. His father had taught 

him how to keep score. 

It was a perfect day for baseball. So why did Matthew feel so gloomy? 

During the second and fifth innings, Matthew bought hot dogs from the hot dog vendor. His dad 

had given him $20 to spend, and Matthew was going to spend all of it. He wanted to get a plastic 

baseball helmet full of ice cream, but he had to go to the concessions stand for that, and if he 

stopped watching the game, he wouldn’t be able to write down what happened on his scorecard. 

If it were later in the season, this wouldn’t worry him so much, but today was opening day, and 

the scorecard—everything—had to be perfect. 

He decided to skip the seventh inning stretch. This was a big sacrifice, because singing “Take 

Me Out To The Ballgame” was one of the best parts of going to see the Crickets. The mascot—a 

big green cricket in a foam costume—would run out onto the field and dance around and throw t-

shirts. But Matthew already had plenty of Crickets t-shirts. What he didn’t have was ice cream. 

He waited in line, and paid the last of his money for a plastic baseball helmet full of mint 

chocolate chip. When he got back to his seat, the sun had gone away. Matthew balanced his ice 

cream in the cup holder in front of him, and frowned at his scorecard. In the space for “Weather” 

he had written “Sunny.” He changed it to “Sunny/Clouds.” He put his scorecard aside and 

focused on his ice cream, which was beginning to melt. As he ate it, he shivered. 

The game was over. The Crickets had won, 6-1. A blowout, but not a very exciting one. 

According to his scorecard, Billie Carney had a single and a walk, but no runs batted in—a good 

day, but not a great one. As always, Billie had bowed to the people when he ran out onto the 

field, and Matthew bowed back. When he hit his single, with a sound like a judge’s gavel, 

Matthew cheered louder than he had all day. He fixed the image in his mind: Billie Carney, 

hustling down the first base line, right in front of his eyes. He would tell his father about it when 

he got home, and he would remember it come winter. 

Matthew’s dad had told him to call when the game was over and he would come pick him up, but 

now, standing outside the stadium, he didn’t want to leave. He sat on a bench outside the 

stadium, making sure his scorecard was perfect. He erased wobbly lines and redrew them, 



straight, bold and firm. Flawed letters—a wobbly K, a slouching B—he went over until they 

looked like they had been put there by a computer. By the time he was finished, nobody could 

have done a better job. 

Matthew looked up, and saw the parking lot was empty. Behind him, the stadium was closed—

and with it, the only pay phone. How would his dad know to come pick him up? The sun was 

long gone now, and Matthew began to wish he had brought his parka. It was windy in the County 

Stadium parking lot. 

He walked around the ballpark, hoping to find another phone, but all he found was cracked 

concrete and overgrown grass. On the other side from the outfield wall, he saw a battered old 

baseball—a forgotten home run from the season before. He picked this up and put it in his 

pocket. A boy can never have too many baseballs. Holding it as he picked his way across the 

gravel, he felt less afraid. As he completed the loop around the stadium, he heard a door close 

behind him. 

“Hey kid,” said a voice, and Matthew’s heart leapt. It was Billie Carney. Out of uniform, he 

looked bigger than he did on the field, like he could crush a rock into dust with one hand. He was 

smiling, just like he had when he bowed to the crowd that afternoon. “You here by yourself?” 

“Kinda,” said Matthew. “My dad’s supposed to pick me up, but I don’t have a way to call him.” 

Silently, Billie took his cellphone out of his pocket and handed it over. Matthew dialed his 

father’s number, and told him to meet him by the main entrance. When he handed the phone 

back to Billie, he said thanks, quietly. 

“No problem,” said Billie. “You want some company while you wait?” 

“Sure,” said Matthew, as they walked back to his bench. 

“Enjoy the game today?” 

“It was pretty good,” said Matthew. “That was a nice at-bat you had in the sixth, when you drew 

the walk.” 

“Thanks. It must have been seven, eight pitches.” 

“It was nine,” said Matthew. “I was counting.” 

“Glad to know somebody’s paying attention. That a baseball in your pocket?” 

“I found it on the other side of the center field fence.” 

“They don’t clean back there as much as they should. Want me to sign it?” 

Matthew handed Billie the ball, his heart in his chest. As Billie traced his wide, looping signature 

across the grimy yellow leather, Matthew asked the question that had been bothering him all day. 

“Do you ever get sick of playing here?” he asked. 



“What do you mean?” 

“You’re good enough to play in the majors. I know it. You know it. The whole crowd knows it. 

You hit twenty-seven home runs last year! You had ninety-eight RBIs! You walked more than 

anybody else on the team! Doesn’t it drive you crazy to be stuck down here, in this crummy old 

ballpark, playing for nobody?” 

For a moment, Billie looked hurt. Then a smile broke out across his face, and he started 

laughing. “Are you nuts, kid?” he asked. “I get to play baseball for a living! It’s not much 

money, but it’s enough. And if I can keep the people entertained here, who cares about the big 

leagues?” 

“Yeah?” 

“It’s opening day. We’re at the ballpark. What have we got to complain about?” 

 

2) Complete comprehension questions 1-5 

1. What does Matthew like to do every April?  

A. go for a bike ride in the sunshine and blue skies  

B. eat ice cream and watch a movie at home  

C. see the Crickets play on opening day  

D. see his sister perform in a school play  

2. What is the climax of the action in this story?  

A. Matthew eats ice cream at the ballpark.  

B. Matthew’s father says that he cannot go to opening day.  

C. Matthew commits Billie Carney’s statistics to memory.  

D. Matthew talks to Billie Carney.  

3. Matthew is excited to meet Billie Carney. 



What evidence from the story supports this statement?  

A. “During the second and fifth innings, Matthew bought hot dogs from the hot dog 

vendor.”  

B. “Each opening day, Matthew was shocked to see that Billie was still playing for the 

Crickets.”  

C. “One of the things that he could only learn at the ballpark is that there’s no crying in 

baseball, so Matthew didn’t cry.”  

D. “‘Hey kid,’ said a voice, and Matthew’s heart leapt. It was Billie Carney.”  

4. Based on what Billie says, how does he feel about playing baseball for the Crickets?  

A. Billie is happy about playing baseball for the Crickets.  

B. Billie is tired of playing baseball for the Crickets.  

C. Billie is worried about playing baseball for the Crickets.  

D. Billie does not care much about playing baseball for the Crickets.  

5. What is a theme of this story?  

A. the pleasures of winter  

B. the pleasures of baseball  

C. the damage that war can cause  

D. the damage that nature can cause 

 

May 29 (Friday) 

1) Re-read and annotate “It’s Opening Day” 

2) Complete comprehension questions 6-10 



6. Read the following sentence: “Doesn’t it drive you crazy to be stuck down here, in this 

crummy old ballpark, playing for nobody?” 

What does the phrase playing for nobody mean in the sentence above?  

A. not caring about how well a baseball team plays  

B. not playing in a baseball game on opening day  

C. not playing for very many people or anyone important  

D. playing in a ballpark that does not have any seats  

7. Choose the answer that best completes the sentence below. 

Billie looks hurt _______ Matthew asks him whether playing in a crummy old ballpark drives 

him crazy.  

A. after  

B. before  

C. for instance  

D. however  

8. For Matthew, what is the best holiday of the year?  

 



9. When Matthew asks Billie whether playing for nobody in a crummy old ballpark drives 

him crazy, what does Billie say? 

 

  

10. What do Matthew and Billie have in common? Support your answer with evidence 

from the passage.  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

June 1 (Monday), June 2 (Tuesday), June 3 (Wednesday), and June 4 (Thursday) 

Create an ELA Memory Poster  
• Create a poster that summarizes: 
• What you learned in ELA (at least 3 facts) 
• What you liked about ELA 
• What you will remember about ELA 
• What you hope to learn in ELA in 7th grade 
 
Poster should include:  
1) pictures  
2) color   
3) explanations of what you learned  
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Rome: Republic to Empire

NAME _________________________________________ DATE  _____________  CLASS  _______

60 b.c. 20 b.c.100 b.c.

Terms to Know
latifundia large farming estates
triumvirate three rulers who share equal power

GUIDING QUESTIONS
1. What factors led to the decline of the Roman 

Republic?

2. How did Julius Caesar rise to power in Rome?

3. How did Rome become an empire?

ESSENTIAL QUESTION
Why does conflict develop?

When did it happen?

Lesson 3 The End of the Republic

82 b.c. Sulla 
becomes dictator 
of Rome 

44 b.c. Julius Caesar is 
murdered

27 b.c. Octavian 
becomes Rome’s first 
emperor

Where in the world?

You Are 
Here in 
History

146 b.c. 
Rome 
destroys 
Carthage

DOPW (Discovering our Past - World)

RESG
Chapter 11
Map Title: Where in the world?
File Name: C08-46A-NGS-824133_A-RESG.ai
Map Size: 39p6 x 20p0 

Date/Proof: Jan 27, 2011 - First Proof
      Feb 23, 2011 - Second Proof
2018 Font Conversions: December 9, 2015 
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Rome: Republic to Empire

NAME _________________________________________ DATE  _____________  CLASS  _______

 Defining
1. What is a latifundia?

 

 

 

 Identifying 
2. What change did 

Marius make to  
the army? 

 

 

 

 Drawing 
Conclusions

3. Why do you think the 
Gracchus brothers 
were killed? 

 

 

 

 Reading  
Check

4. What was the purpose 
of "bread and 
circuses?" 

  

  

 

 

Problems in the Republic
Even though Rome’s armies were doing well in other parts of the 
world, Rome had problems at home. By 100 b.c., many plebeian 
farmers could not work on their farms because they were in the 
army. Others had watched the Carthaginian army destroy their 
small farms.

At the same time, rich Romans were buying land. They formed 
large farming estates called latifundia. Enslaved people from 
Carthage worked the land. As a result, the rich charged less for 
their crops than the plebeian farmers did. This caused plebeian 
farmers to go out of business.

Many farmers went to Rome's cities for work. Jobs were hard 
to find and did not pay much. Roman politicians feared that the 
plebeians might riot. To prevent a revolt, they offered poor 
people cheap food and free shows, called “bread and circuses.” 

Tiberius and Gaius Gracchus

• Brothers

•  Wanted to stop rich people from 
taking small farms

•  Asked the senate to return some of 
the land to the poor

•  133 b.c.—some Senators killed 
Tiberius

• 145 b.c.—Gaius was killed

Two brothers—Tiberius and Gaius Gracchus—wanted to stop the 
rich from taking small farms. They asked the Senate to return some 
of the land to the poor. Many Senators were against the idea. 

In 107 b.c., a military leader named Marius became consul. 
Until then, only men who owned property served in the military. 
They did not get paid. So Marius paid the men who had no land 
to serve as soldiers. He also promised to give them land. This 
weakened the government. The soldiers felt more loyalty to the 
general who paid them than to the republic. This gave generals a 
lot of power. 

In 82 b.c. General Sulla forced Marius and other generals 
out of Rome. He made himself dictator. Sulla had shown other 
generals how to use their armies to grab political power. For 
the next 50 years, civil war tore Rome apart.

Lesson 3 The End of the Republic, Continued
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Rome: Republic to Empire

NAME _________________________________________ DATE  _____________  CLASS  _______

 Defining 
5. What is a triumvirate?

 

 

 

 Cause and 
Effect 

6. What did Caesar do 
after he made himself 
dictator for life?

 

 

 

 Reading  
Check

7. Why did some Romans 
oppose Caesar? 

 

 

 

The Rise of Julius Caesar
By 60 b.c., three men emerged as the most powerful in Rome. 
They were three generals: Crassus, Pompey, and Julius Caesar. 
They formed the First Triumvirate. A triumvirate is a political 
partnership of three people.

After Crassus died in battle, the Senators thought that Caesar 
was becoming too popular. The Senators ordered Caesar to give 
up his army. Instead, Caesar and his soldiers captured all of Italy. 

In 44 b.c. Caesar made himself dictator for life. He also filled 
the Senate with people who supported him. Caesar knew many 
reforms were needed. He started new colonies so that farmers 
and soldiers would have land. He forced patricians to hire free 
workers instead of using slave labor.

60 b.c.—Three generals formed the First Triumvirate: 
Crassus, Pompey, and Julius Caesar. 

The Senators thought Caesar was too popular.

The Senators ordered Caesar to give up his army.

Caesar and his soldiers captured all of Italy.

44 b.c.—Caesar made himself dictator for life.

Caesar’s supporters thought he was a strong leader who 
brought peace to Rome. His enemies thought that he wanted to 
be king. On March 15, 44 b.c., Caesar's enemies, led by Cassius 
and Brutus, stabbed him to death. 

From Republic to Empire 
After Caesar was killed, civil war broke out. Octavian, Antony, 
and Lepidus won the civil war. Octavian was Caesar’s 18-year-old 
grandnephew. Antony and Lepidus had been Caesar’s best 
generals. In 43 b.c. they formed the Second Triumvirate.

The Second Triumvirate did not last long. Lepidus retired from 
politics. Antony fell in love with the Egyptian queen, Cleopatra. 
The two made an alliance. Octavian thought they wanted to take 
over Rome. Many Romans were upset by this news. Octavian 
declared war on Antony.

Lesson 3 The End of the Republic, Continued
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 Explaining 
8. What happened at the 

Battle of Actium? 

 

 

 

 Reading  
Check

9. How do you think 
Cicero might have 
reacted when the 
Senate named 
Octavian the first 
emperor of Rome? 

 

 

 

 
10. Place a two-tab 

Foldable along the 
dotted line. Label the 
anchor tab Conflict 
and Change. Label the 
two tabs—Rome as a 
Republic and Rome as 
an Empire. On both 
sides of the tabs, list 
events that you 
remember occurring 
during each time 
period. Use your notes 
to help you with the 
activity under the tabs.

Lesson 3 The End of the Republic, Continued

In 31 b.c. the navies of Antony and Cleopatra fought those of 
Octavian at the Battle of Actium. Octavian’s forces crushed the 
couple's army and navy. Antony and Cleopatra later killed 
themselves. Octavian became Rome's only ruler. 

Julius Caesar’s death 

Civil War 

Second Triumvirate 

Battle of Actium 

Antony and Cleopatra die

Octavian becomes Emperor

Cicero, a writer, political leader, and speaker, strongly 
supported the republican government. Octavian, however, 
believed that a republic was too weak to solve Rome’s problems. 
He wanted power for himself. The Senate finally agreed to his 
wishes and declared Octavian commander-in-chief.

Octavian took the title of Augustus. Augustus means “the 
majestic one.” In 27 b.c. Caesar Augustus became Rome's first 
emperor.

Check for Understanding
Number the events in the order that they happened.

 1. Octavian became emperor. 

 2. Marius reformed the military.

 3. Julius Caesar was murdered.

 4.  Julius Caesar declared himself “dictator for life.”

 5. The First Triumvirate was formed.

 6.  Octavian fought a civil war against Antony and 
Cleopatra. 
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Rome: Republic to Empire

Primary Source Activity

Lesson 3 The End of the Republic

Julius Caesar
Julius Caesar was one of the most famous of Rome’s rulers. 
He was a powerful politician and military general, and he took 
total control of the Roman government by force in 44 B.C. 
After that, he declared himself dictator for life. Caesar put into 
place a lot of reforms that helped the poor. This made him 
very popular with the common people. However, some 
senators disliked him. They felt that he was only interested in 
his own power, not what was best for Rome. A group of these 
senators, including his friend, Brutus, murdered him in 44 
B.C. About 1,500 years after his death, William Shakespeare 
dramatized Caesar’s murder in his play, The Life and Death of 
Julius Caesar. Although this excerpt is not a firsthand account, 
literature can be a helpful way to understand history through 
the eyes of characters who “lived” through that time. 

Directions Read the following monologues from William 
Shakespeare’s play The Life and Death of Julius Caesar. 

Reading 1 Brutus Speaks
Brutus, Caesar’s friend and murderer, addresses the people 
of Rome after killing Caesar.

If there be any in this assembly, any dear friend of Caesar's, to him I say, that 
Brutus' love to Caesar was no less than his. If then that friend demand why 
Brutus rose against Caesar, this is my answer:—Not that I loved Caesar less, 
but that I loved Rome more. Had you rather Caesar were living and die [as] 
slaves, than that Caesar were dead, to live [as] free men? As Caesar loved me, 
I weep for him; as he was fortunate, I rejoice at it; as he was valiant [brave], I 
honour him: but, as he was ambitious, I slew [killed] him. There is tears for his 
love; joy for his fortune; honour for his valour; and death for his ambition. Who 
is here so base [low] that would be a bondman [slave]? If any, speak; for him 
have I offended. Who is here so rude that would not be a Roman? If any, 
speak; for him have I offended. Who is here so vile [evil] that will not love his 
country? If any, speak; for him have I offended. I pause for a reply.

—from The Life and Death of Julius Caesar, by William Shakespeare

netw  rks
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Primary Source Activity Cont.

Reading 2 Antony Speaks
Antony speaks to the people of Rome after Brutus and 
defends Caesar. 

Friends, Romans, countrymen, lend me your ears; 
I come to bury Caesar, not to praise him. 
The evil that men do lives after them; 
The good is oft interred [buried] with their bones; 
So let it be with Caesar. The noble Brutus 
Hath told you Caesar was ambitious: 
If it were so, it was a grievous [terrible] fault, 
And grievously hath Caesar answer'd it. 
Here, under leave [forgive] of Brutus and the rest— 
For Brutus is an honourable man; 
So are they all, all honourable men—
Come I to speak in Caesar's funeral. 
He was my friend, faithful and just to me: 
But Brutus says he was ambitious; 
And Brutus is an honourable man. . . . 
. . . You all did see that on the Lupercal [a Roman festival]
I thrice presented him [Caesar] a kingly crown, 
Which he did thrice refuse: was this ambition? 
Yet Brutus says he was ambitious; 
And, sure, he is an honourable man. 
I speak not to disprove what Brutus spoke, 
But here I am to speak what I do know. 
You all did love him once, not without cause: 
What cause withholds [stops] you then, to mourn for him? 
O judgment! thou art fled to brutish beasts, 
And men have lost their reason. Bear with me; 
My heart is in the coffin there with Caesar, 
And I must pause till it come back to me.

—from The Life and Death of Julius Caesar, by William Shakespeare
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Primary Source Activity Cont.

Analyzing Primary Sources

Directions Answer the following questions.

1. Identifying What reason does Brutus give for killing Caesar? 

2. Paraphrasing What does Brutus say would have 
happened if the senators had not killed Caesar? 

3. Identifying What did Caesar refuse three times? 

4. Explaining What is Antony asking the people of Rome to do? 

Critical Thinking
5. Evaluating After reading both speeches, do you think the 
senators’ actions were justified? Why or why not? 

netw  rks
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NAME _________________________________________ DATE  _____________  CLASS  _______

Terms to Know
Pax Romana Roman peace; a long period of 
peace and prosperity in Roman history
proconsul governor

GUIDING QUESTIONS
1. How did Augustus create a new age of 

prosperity for Rome?

2. How did the Roman Empire become rich  
and prosperous?

ESSENTIAL QUESTION
What are the characteristics of a leader? 

When did it happen?

Lesson 4 Rome Builds an Empire

27 b.c. Octavian 
becomes Rome’s 
first emperor

a.d. 14 
Augustus dies 

a.d. 96 Rule of the 
Good Emperors 
begins

a.d. 180 Pax 
Romana ends

Where in the world?
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 Marking  
the Text

1. Underline how long 
the Pax Romana 
lasted.

 Defining 
2. What was a proconsul?

 

 

 

 

 Summarizing 
3. Place a three-tab 

Foldable along the 
dotted line. Label the 
three tabs —Augustus, 
Julio-Claudian 
emperors, and 
Vespasian and his 
sons. Summarize how 
each person or group 
ruled Rome. Use both 
sides of the tabs.

 Reading  
Check

4. How did Augustus 
protect Rome's 
borders?

 

 

 

The Rule of Augustus
For hundreds of years, there had been fighting in the area 
around the Mediterranean Sea. Caesar Augustus (formerly called 
Octavian) ended the fighting. He took control of the whole area. 
That brought Pax Romana, or “Roman peace.” This peace lasted 
about 200 years.

●  Augustus wanted to make the empire strong and safe. 

●  He wanted Rome’s borders to be easier to defend, so he 
made the natural physical features of the land the empire’s 
borders.

● Augustus built beautiful buildings out of marble.

●  Augustus handed out grain from Africa to the poor. He 
believed that well-fed people would not rebel against him. 

●  The Roman Empire was divided into provinces. Augustus 
appointed a proconsul, or governor, for each province.

●  He changed the tax laws. He made tax collectors 
government workers and paid them wages. 

●  Augustus also changed Rome's legal system. He made a set 
of laws for free men who were not citizens. Many of them 
later became citizens.

Augustus ruled Rome for almost 40 years. He died in  a.d. 14. 
His adopted son, Tiberius, became emperor after Augustus. The 
next three emperors—Caligula, Claudius, and Nero—were also 
relatives. They are called the Julio-Claudian emperors.

Not all of them were good rulers. Tiberius and Claudius ruled 
well. In contrast, Caligula and Nero were very cruel. Caligula 
killed many people, wasted a lot of money, and even made his 
horse a consul. Nero also killed many people, including his 
mother and two wives. He finally killed himself. 

The Roman Peace
In a.d. 69 a general named Vespasian restored peace. Vespasian 
stopped several rebellions. After he died, his son Titus ruled. Two 
disasters struck while Titus was emperor. First, the volcano Mount 
Vesuvius erupted and buried the city of Pompeii. Second, a large 
fire damaged Rome. After Titus, Vespasian’s other son, Domitian, 
ruled. Both of Vespasian’s sons helped Rome grow and prosper.

From a.d. 96 to a.d. 180, a series of “good emperors” came to 
power. They were Nerva, Trajan, Hadrian, Antoninus Pius, and 
Marcus Aurelius. During their rule, trade grew and people had a 
better life than before.

Lesson 4 Rome Builds an Empire, Continued
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 Comparing 
5. What did all five of the 

Good Emperors build?

 

 

 

 Identifying 
6. Which emperor passed 

laws to help orphans?

 

 

 

 Listing
7. Which emperors 

improved Rome by 
building things?

 

 

 

 Explaining 
8. Why was Trajan's 

empire hard to rule 
well?

 

 

 

The Five Good Emperors ruled wisely. All five built roads, 
bridges, monuments, harbors, and aqueducts. An aqueduct is a 
channel that carries water for long distances. 

The Five Good Emperors

Emperor Good Works

Nerva 
a.d. 96–98

•  Changed land laws to help the 
poor

• Revised taxes

Trajan 
a.d. 98–117

•  Expanded the empire to its 
largest size

•  Built many new public works

Hadrian 
a.d. 117–138

•  Built Hadrian's Wall in Britain

•  Made Roman laws easier to 
understand

Antoninus Pius 
a.d. 138–161

•  Promoted art and science

•  Built new public works

•  Passed laws to help orphans

Marcus Aurelius 
a.d. 161–180

•  Helped unite the empire 
economically

•  Reformed Roman law

The empire was biggest in size when Trajan ruled. It spread 
from the Mediterranean to Britain in the northeast and 
Mesopotamia in the east. This made the empire too big to rule 
well. Many rulers after Trajan pulled troops out of areas they 
could not defend well. For example, Hadrian pulled troops out of 
Mesopotamia. He made the empire’s boundaries at the Rhine and 
the Danube Rivers stronger. 

By the a.d. 100s, the Roman Empire was one of the largest 
empires in history. It had 3.5 million square miles (9.1 million 
square km) of land. The empire was united because people 
thought of themselves as Romans. Even if they spoke different 
languages, they had the same laws, rulers, and culture. By a.d. 
212, every free person was thought of as a Roman citizen.

Lesson 4 Rome Builds an Empire, Continued
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Glue Foldable here

 Listing 
9. List three products that 

traders brought into 
Rome's ports. 

 

 

 

 Reading  
Check

10. Why were five of 
Rome's rulers known 
as the "good 
emperors?" 

 

 

 

 
11. Place a one-tab 

Foldable along the 
dotted line to cover 
the Check for 
Understanding. Label 
the anchor tab 
Characteristics of . . . 
and write . . . Roman 
emperors in the middle 
of the tab. Make a 
memory map by 
drawing five arrows 
around the title. Write 
five words or phrases 
about Roman 
emperors. Use your 
notes to help you 
answer the questions 
under the tabs.

Lesson 4 Rome Builds an Empire, Continued

Agriculture was the most important part of the empire’s 
economy. Some cities became centers for making pottery, cloth, 
and brass. Traders came from all over the world to ports in Italy. 
They brought silk from China, spices from India, tin from Britain, 
lead from Spain, and iron from Gaul.

The Roman Empire had a good system of paved roads. This 
helped trade grow. The Roman navy kept pirates off the 
Mediterranean Sea. This made it safer for ships to bring goods in 
and out of the empire’s ports.

By a.d. 100, everyone in the empire used a common currency, 
or money. This made it easy to trade. It meant that a merchant in 
Greece could sell to a person in Italy or Egypt. People also used 
a system of weights and measures to set prices, trade, and 
ship goods. 

Many people became wealthy. However, most people in the 
cities and on the farms were still poor. Many other people were 
still enslaved.

Check for Understanding
List at least one accomplishment of each Roman 

emperor.

1. Augustus 

2. Vespasian 

3. Trajan 

4. Hadrian 
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Rome: Republic to Empire 

Graphic Novel – “The Eruption of Mt. Vesuvius”  

 

Background Summary 

The Roman Empire had many rulers. Some rulers were destructive and harsh, others promoted 

peace and prosperity for the people. During the late A.D. 70s, a general named Titus became 

emperor. Though he died after ruling for only 26 months, he was one of Rome’s most popular 

emperors. Titus continued the work of his late father, Vespasian, who promoted building and 

development throughout the empire. Titus sent large sums of money to the provinces for road 

and fortress construction. He also funded major projects, such as the famous Colosseum, 

originally started by his father. 

 

Two natural disasters occurred during Titus’s reign. One was a three-day fire that destroyed 

most of Rome. The second was the eruption of Mt. Vesuvius that destroyed the town of Pompeii 

and nearby communities. Both times, Titus sent relief funds, authorized housing construction, 

and created a commission of senators to provide assistance as needed.  

 

Pompeii became part of the Roman Empire around 200 B.C. It was a busy and prosperous town 

located near the Bay of Naples. In A.D. 79 Mt. Vesuvius erupted and buried the town in volcanic 

ash. In the 1500s, the ruins of Pompeii were discovered. After many years of carefully digging 

through the hardened ash, archaeologists uncovered buildings, pottery, artwork, and even holes 

shaped like human bodies. These findings provide insight into ancient Rome and give a glimpse 

of what people experienced as the volcano erupted. This graphic novel tells the story of one 

citizen during the eruption of Mt. Vesuvius. 

 

Questions 

 

 

1. How did Titus get help to those in need? 

 

2. What did the survivors do when it was over? 

 

3. What do you think happened to the boy in the story? 
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NAME _________________________________________ DATE  _____________  CLASS  _______

Terms to Know
gladiator a person who fought people and 
animals for public entertainment
satire writing that pokes fun at human 
weaknesses
ode poem that expresses strong emotions 
about life
vault a curved ceiling
anatomy the study of the body’s structure

GUIDING QUESTIONS
1. What was daily life like for the Romans?

2. How did the Greeks influence  
Roman culture?

ESSENTIAL QUESTION
What makes a culture unique?

When did it happen?

Lesson 1 The Roman Way of Life

Where in the world?

AFRICA

ASIA

EUROPE

ATLANTIC
OCEAN

M e d i t e r r a n e a n
S e a

N

S

E
W0 400 km

400 miles0

Lambert Azimuthal
Equal-Area projection

KEY
Roman Empire

DOPWE (Discovering our Past - World)

RESG
Chapter 12
Map Title: Where in the World?
File Name: C09-15A-NGS-824133_A-RESG.ai
Map Size: 39p6 x 23p0

Date/Proof: Feb 17, 2011 - First Proof
2018 Font Conversions: December 9, 2015 

a.d. 80 
Colosseum 
finished

a.d. 100 a.d. 300 a.d. 500 a.d. 700300 b.c. 

a.d. 476 
The city of 
Rome falls

You Are 
Here in 
History

a.d. 550 
Western 
Empire falls

a.d. 100 Emperors begin ruling the Roman Empire



C
opyright ©

 M
cG

raw
-H

ill Education

146   

Roman Civilization

NAME _________________________________________ DATE  _____________  CLASS  _______

 Explaining
1. What did politicians do 

to make people like 
them? 

 

 

 

 Listing 
2. List three activities that 

wealthy women could 
do that poorer women 
could not.

 

 

 

 Marking  
the Text

3. Underline the phrase 
that explains why 
wives of wealthy men 
had time for study and 
entertainment. 

Daily Life
Rome was one of the largest and most carefully planned cities in 
the ancient world. More than a million people lived in Rome by 
about a.d. 1. It had a public square called the Forum. Romans 
shopped, conducted business, played games, and visited with 
friends in this area.

Wealthy people lived in big houses built around courtyards. 
Most Romans were poor and did unskilled labor. They lived in 
apartment buildings. Those neighborhoods were crowded, noisy, 
and dirty.

Politicians offered free food and entertainment to gain the 
support of the poor. People watched chariot races. They also 
watched gladiators fight. Gladiators fought each other or even 
wild animals to entertain the crowds.

Roman Men

•  Heads of household

•  Responsible for their 
children’s education 

•  Responsible for the family 
business

•  Could work outside the 
home

•  Could own property

Roman Women

•  Not full citizens

•  Had strong influence on 
their families

•  Did the housework

•  Could work in the family’s 
business

•  Few worked outside their 
homes

Roman families were large. Fathers had control over their 
families. They could even sell their children into slavery. Children 
of wealthy families received an education. Sons went to school to 
learn reading, writing, math, and rhetoric, or public speaking. 
Children of poor families could not afford to go to school. Poor 
people learned just enough reading, writing, and math to help 
them conduct business.

Wives of wealthy, powerful men had more freedom than those 
with less money. They could own land. They could hire enslaved 
people to do their housework, so they had free time to study art 
and literature, and go out for entertainment. Women with little 
money generally worked in the family business and took care of 
their households.

The use of enslaved persons in Rome became more common 
as the empire grew larger. Most enslaved people were prisoners 
of war. They worked in homes and on farms. They also helped 
build roads, bridges, and buildings.

Lesson 1 The Roman Way of Life, Continued
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 Reading  
Check

4. Why was the family 
important in Roman 
society?

 

 

 

 

 Listing
5. Cut a two-tab Foldable 

in half to make four 
tabs. On the anchor 
tab, write Romans 
Borrowed from Greeks. 
Label the four tabs 
Religion and Culture, 
Art, Science, and 
Architecture. 

 Use both sides of the 
tabs to list examples of 
each category. 

 Contrasting
6. How were satires 

different from odes? 

 

Romans believed that gods and spirits controlled all parts of 
life. Greek gods and goddesses were popular in Rome, but the 
Romans gave them new names. The Roman Senate declared that 
the emperors were gods. The Romans worshiped their gods by 
praying and offering food to them. 

Romans borrowed ideas such as Stoicism from the Greeks and 
changed them to fit their culture. For Greeks, Stoicism meant 
finding happiness through reason. For the Romans, it meant 
living in a practical way. Roman Stoics urged people to do their 
civic duty and participate in government. These ideas are still 
important to us today.

Science and Art
The Romans used many features of Greek writing, art, and 
architecture, but changed them to fit Roman style. Like the 
Greeks, Roman artists created statues. Greek statues showed 
perfect and beautiful people. Roman statues, on the other hand, 
showed people that looked more realistic. 

Greeks Romans

Greeks believed in gods and 
goddesses.

Romans gave Greek gods and 
goddesses new names.

Stoicism taught people to find 
happiness through reason.

Stoicism taught people to do 
their duties as citizens and 
participate in government.

Statues made people look 
perfect and beautiful.

Realistic statues showed 
details like warts and wrinkles.

Writers honored their gods 
and praised their generals’ 
successes.

Writers wrote comedies about 
their gods’ mistakes. Writers 
also wrote about the failures 
of their generals.

Some Roman writers based their work on Greek models. The 
Roman poet Virgil borrowed some of the ideas for his poem the 
Aeneid from the Greek poem called the Odyssey. The poet 
Horace based his satires and odes on Greek works. Satires poke 
fun at human weakness, like comedians do today. Odes are 
poems that express strong emotions about life. 

Other Romans wrote plays. Unlike the Greeks, however, 
Romans wrote comedies about their gods as well as plays that 
honored them.

Lesson 1 The Roman Way of Life, Continued
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Glue Foldable here

 Explaining
7. How did engineers 

change and improve 
the lives of people 
throughout the 
empire? 

 

 

 Reading  
Check

8. Describe Roman 
improvements to 
Greek architecture.

 

 

 

 
9. Place a one-tab 

Foldable to cover the 
Check for 
Understanding. Label 
the anchor tab Culture 
and Influences. In the 
center of the Foldable, 
write Roman Daily Life. 

 Make a memory map 
by drawing five arrows 
out from the title. Write 
five words or phrases 
about Roman daily life. 
Use your notes to help 
you with the lists under 
the tab.

Lesson 1 The Roman Way of Life, Continued

Romans added new ideas to architecture. Architecture is the 
art of making structures, such as buildings. Romans built with 
concrete. They added arches. By putting many arches together, 
they could form a vault, or curved ceiling. Curved ceilings 
created beautiful domes. Using domes, the Romans were able 
to build large, open rooms. 

Concrete  hard substance used for 
roads, bridges, and buildings

Arch  curved part of a structure that 
supports ceilings and walls

Dome  round ceiling that is shaped 
like half of a ball

Romans also learned science from the Greeks. They studied 
the work of a Greek doctor named Galen. Galen studied anatomy 
to learn about the body’s structure. 

Roman engineers built practical things such as bridges, 
buildings, and roads. Roads connected the city of Rome to every 
part of the empire. This allowed soldiers to travel quickly. Traders 
used the roads so trade grew. The Romans also built aqueducts 
that carried fresh water into the cities.

The Romans influenced future generations. Concrete and other 
elements of Roman architecture are still used today. Until about a.d. 
1500, Latin, the language of the Romans, was the official language 
of European government, trade, and learning. Latin is the basis of 
many modern languages, such as Italian, French, and Spanish. 

Check for Understanding
List two facts that describe what life was like for the 

Romans. 

1. 

2. 

List two things the Romans borrowed from the Greeks 
and then adapted to meet their needs.

3. 

4. 
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Term to Know
reforms political changes to bring about 
improvement

GUIDING QUESTIONS
1. What problems led to Rome’s decline?

2. What effect did Germanic invaders have on 
the Roman Empire?

3. What are the key achievements and 
contributions of Roman civilization?

ESSENTIAL QUESTION
Why do civilizations rise and fall?

When did it happen?

Lesson 2 Rome’s Decline

Where in the world?

a.d. 284 Diocletian 
becomes emperor; 
begins reforms

a.d. 330 Constantine 
moves the capital to 
Byzantium

a.d. 200 a.d. 300 a.d. 400 a.d. 500a.d. 100

a.d. 200s The Roman Empire begins its decline
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a.d. 476  
The city of 
Rome falls
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 Explaining
1. Place a two-tab 

Foldable along the 
dotted line. On the 
anchor tab, write 
Roman Empire. Label 
the left tab Western 
and write Rome below 
it. Label the right tab 
Eastern and write 
Constantinople 
below it.

 Draw arrows from the 
anchor tab to each label 
on the tabs. Write facts 
about both halves of 
the Roman Empire.

 Marking  
the Chart

2. Place a dollar sign to 
the left of the three 
reforms that Diocletian 
made to help Rome’s 
economy.

 Reading  
Check

3. How did Diocletian try 
to improve Rome's 
economy?

 

 

 

A Troubled Empire
Glue Foldable here

The peace of the Pax Romana was followed by a century of 
confusion and violence. Roman government grew weak while the 
army grew strong and independent. The legions of the army 
fought each other to put new emperors on the throne. Rome had 
22 emperors in a period of 50 years.

This period of civil war caused great suffering, including:

● Food shortages

● High prices 

● Decreased support for education 

● Unpaid taxes 

The government tried to fix the economy by making more new 
coins. These new coins had less value, so it cost more to buy goods. 
This is called inflation. Inflation happens when prices go up and 
money is worth less. People began to barter. Instead of using 
money, they traded one product or service for another.

As Rome struggled, Germanic tribes began to attack the 
empire. The Romans built walls around their cities for protection. 
The Roman government hired Germanic soldiers for the army, but 
these soldiers had no loyalty to Rome.

In a.d. 284, a general named Diocletian became emperor. He 
tried to strengthen the empire by making many reforms, or 
changes to make things better. 

Diocletian’s Reforms Reasons

Built forts on borders for defense

Split empire into four parts to make it easier to rule

Set prices for goods and 
wages

to stop inflation

Ordered workers to keep their 
jobs until they died

to improve the amount of 
goods being made

Made officials responsible for 
local taxes

to make sure taxes were paid

He built forts along the borders. He set prices for goods and 
wages. This was to keep prices from rising even more. People 
paid no attention to his rules. Diocletian was not strong enough 
to enforce them, so his reforms did not work.

Lesson 2 Rome’s Decline, Continued
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 Identifying 
4. Which phrase tells 

what Constantine 
finally did when his 
reforms failed to help 
Rome?

 

 

 

 Explaining 
5. Why did some 

Germanic tribes want 
land? 

 

 

 

 Drawing 
Conclusions 

6. Why did the Visigoths 
rebel? 

 

 

 

 Reading  
Check

7. Why do historians 
consider a.d. 476 an 
important date?

 

 

 

The Fall of Rome
The next emperor was Constantine. He tried to make Diocletian’s 
reforms work so the empire would grow strong again. 
Constantine made the military stronger. Nothing seemed to help 
Rome improve. In a.d. 330, he moved the capital from Rome to 
Byzantium in the east. Then he changed the name of the new 
capital to Constantinople. That name lasted many years. Today 
the city is known as Istanbul in present-day Turkey. Constantine’s 
reforms helped the empire, but not enough. 

After Constantine died, Theodosius took power. He realized 
that the empire had grown too big to rule. When Theodosius 
died, he left a will that instructed the Romans to divide the 
empire into eastern and western parts. When the Romans divided 
the empire, they also divided the army. The western half of the 
empire was now too weak to stop invaders.

The Two Roman Empires

Eastern capital—Constantinople

Western capital—Rome

In the a.d. 300s and a.d. 400s, many Germanic tribes took 
over Roman land. Some wanted better land for raising crops and 
farm animals. Many were running away from the Huns, a fierce 
group of warriors. A tribe called the Visigoths asked Rome for 
protection. The Romans let the Visigoths live just inside the 
empire's border. Later, the Romans treated the Visigoths badly so 
the tribe fought back. The Visigoths captured Rome in a.d. 410.

Then, another Germanic tribe, the Vandals, invaded the 
Western Roman Empire. They burned buildings and took valuable 
things. The Germanic people now had entered every part of 
Roman society. Many held high government positions. 

The last Western Roman emperor was a 14-year old boy name 
Romulus Augustulus. He did not have strong power or support. 

In a.d. 476, a Germanic general named Odoacer overthrew the 
emperor. He took control of Rome. No Roman emperor ever 
again ruled from Rome. This is considered the end of the Western 
Roman Empire.

Lesson 2 Rome’s Decline, Continued
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Glue Foldable here

 Marking  
the Text 

8. Underline the Roman 
ideas that tell how the 
language of the 
Romans influenced 
languages used today.

 Reading  
Check

9. What Roman 
contributions still 
influence our lives 
today?

 

 

 

 
10. Place a one-tab 

Foldable along the 
dotted line to cover 
the Check for 
Understanding. Label 
the anchor tab Positive 
and Negative Aspects. 
Write The Roman 
Empire in the center. 

 Make a memory map by 
drawing five arrows 
around the title and 
writing words about 
Rome. Use your map to 
list the information in 
the Check for 
Understanding.

Lesson 2 Rome’s Decline, Continued

Rome’s Legacies
Roman ideas still influence our lives in the United States today. 
We read Roman literature. Modern buildings use Roman arches, 
domes, and concrete. 

We share Roman ideas about justice and the law. Like the 
Romans, we believe that everyone is equal under the law and 
that a person is considered innocent until proven guilty. We also 
require judges to decide court cases fairly.

Our government, too, is similar to the Roman republic. In a 
republic, citizens elect their leaders. As in Rome, our republic 
works best when citizens get involved.

The Romans also influenced how we speak. The Italian, 
French, Spanish, Portuguese, and Romanian languages come 
from Latin. Many English words have Latin roots. We use the Latin 
alphabet. Doctors, lawyers, and scientists use Latin phrases in 
their work. All plant and animal species have Latin names.

Some of our architecture and construction comes from the 
Romans. Government buildings and state capitols often use 
domes and arches. Concrete, developed by the Romans, is an 
important building material today.

One of the world’s major religions, Christianity, began in the 
Roman Empire. It spread with the help of the Roman road system. 
When Roman emperors adopted Christianity in the a.d. 300s, 
they also helped spread the new religion.

Check for Understanding
List four contributions or achievements of Roman 

civilization that influence our lives today. 

1. 

2. 

3. 

4. 
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a.d. 400 a.d. 450 a.d. 550a.d. 500 a.d. 600a.d. 350

Terms to Know
mosaics patterns or pictures made from small 
pieces of colored glass or stone
saints Christian holy people

GUIDING QUESTIONS
1. How did the Byzantine Empire become rich 

and powerful?

2. How did Emperor Justinian and Empress 
Theodora strengthen the Byzantine Empire?

ESSENTIAL QUESTION
How does geography influence the way 
people live?

When did it happen?

Lesson 3 The Byzantine Empire

a.d. 590 
"Justinian’s 
Plague" kills 
millions

a.d. 532  
Justinian stops 
taxpayer rebellion

a.d. 476    
The city of 
Rome falls

a.d. 396 Roman Empire 
divided into Eastern and 
Western Empires

What do you know?
In the K column, list what you already know about the Byzantine Empire. In the W column, list what 
you want to know. After reading the lesson, fill in the L column with the information that you learned.

K W L

a.d. 527–a.d. 565 Emperor Justinian rules 
Byzantine Empire
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 Visualizing 
1. On the time line for 

this lesson, shade in 
the hundred-year 
period when the 
Byzantine Empire was 
strongest.

 Identifying  
2. What language did 

Byzantine officials and 
emperors learn to 
speak and why? 

 

 

 

 Reading  
Check

3. Why was 
Constantinople 
important to the 
Byzantine Empire?

 

 

 

 

The New Rome
The Eastern Roman Empire became known as the Byzantine 
Empire. It was at its most powerful in the a.d. 500s. The empire 
stretched east to Arabia, south to Egypt, and west to Italy.

Constantinople was the capital of the empire. The location of 
the city gave it special advantages. The city sat on a peninsula 
between the Black Sea and the Aegean Sea. It was surrounded 
on three sides by water. This made the city easy to defend. 
Because the city sat between Europe and Asia, it became a 
crossroads for trade. Merchants from far away did business there 
and trade grew. Constantinople became the wealthiest part of 
the Roman Empire.

Advantages of Constantinople’s Location

•  Fishing boats, trading ships, and warships could 
use its harbors.

•  The seas around it made it easy to defend.

•  Two major trade routes crossed through it, so 
traders from Asia to Europe sold goods there.

People called Constantinople the “New Rome.” Many wealthy 
Romans moved there. The city had many Roman-style buildings, 
including an outdoor arena for sporting events. It was called 
the Hippodrome. Like Rome, officials gave free food and 
entertainment to the poor. 

People from many lands settled in the Byzantine Empire. Their 
different customs blended together to form a new culture. Over 
time, the empire became less Roman and more Greek. Most 
Byzantines spoke Greek, so officials and emperors learned to 
speak Greek too. Between a.d. 500 and a.d. 1200, the 
Byzantines developed one of the most advanced civilizations in 
the world.

Byzantine Achievements  
a.d. 500 to a.d. 1200

•  Passed on Greek culture and Roman law to 
other peoples

•  Brought Christianity to people in Eastern 
Europe

Lesson 3 The Byzantine Empire, Continued
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 Analyzing 
4. Why was Theodora an 

important part of 
Justinian's rule? 

 

 

 

 Making 
Connections 

5. Place a two-tab 
Foldable along the 
dotted line. On the 
anchor tab, write 
Byzantine Empire. 
Label the first tab 
Emperor Justinian and 
the second tab 
Empress Theodora.

 On the back sides, 
explain how the 
contributions of each 
have influenced life 
today. 

 Critical  
Thinking 

6. Why do you think so 
many countries have 
used the Justinian 
Code as the basis of 
their laws?

 

 

 

Justinian’s Rule
Emperor Justinian ruled the Byzantine Empire when it was at its 
most powerful. He was a skilled general and a strong leader. He 
controlled the military and made the laws.

Justinian was married to Empress Theodora. She helped 
Justinian rule the empire. Theodora helped her husband choose 
government officials. She helped women gain more legal rights. 
She urged Justinian to grant women the right to own land. This 
reform helped widowed women earn money to take care of their 
children. 

When angry taxpayers rebelled in a.d. 532, Empress 
Theodora's wisdom helped stop the crisis. The people 
threatened the government. Justinian's advisers told him he 
should leave the city to be safe. Theodora told him he would not 
like his life if he ran away. She said he should stay and fight to 
protect the empire. He took her advice and stayed. Justinian's 
army stopped the riot and brought order back to the capital. This 
victory made him a more powerful ruler.

One of the most important things Justinian did was in the area 
of law. He ordered a group of scholars to organize the laws and 
make them simpler and better. The new laws were easier for 
people to understand and follow. The Justinian Code is still the 
basis of legal systems in many countries today. 

Justinian’s Contributions

• Improved women’s rights

• Created the Justinian Code

• Constructed the Hagia Sophia 

Many Byzantine emperors ordered workers to build forts, 
government buildings, and churches all over the empire. The 
emperors supported the work of artists and architects. Justinian 
ordered the building of a church called the Hagia Sophia. The 
Hagia Sophia has gold and silver decoration inside. It is also 
decorated with mosaics, pictures or patterns made from small 
pieces of colored glass or stone. This church became the 
religious center of the empire. It still stands today as a museum.

The Byzantines also became famous for their mosaics. This 
Byzantine art usually showed figures of saints. Saints are 
Christian holy people.

Lesson 3 The Byzantine Empire, Continued
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 Explaining 
7. Why did Justinian 

make his army 
stronger? 

 

 

 

 Reading Check
8. What effect did 

Theodora have on 
Justinian's rule?

 

 

 

 
9. Cut a two-tab Foldable 

to make four tabs. 
Place the Foldable 
over the Check for 
Understanding. Label 
the four tabs Who, 
What, When, Where. 

 On both sides of  
the tabs, write facts 
about Emperor 
Justinian: what he did, 
when he did it, and 
where. Use your notes 
to help you list his 
accomplishments 
under the tabs.

Lesson 3 The Byzantine Empire, Continued

Justinian’s Military Conquests 

•  Began using a cavalry in  
the army

•  Conquered Italy and parts of Spain 
and northern Africa

•  Protected the eastern border from 
Persia

Justinian knew the empire had once been much larger. He 
wanted his army to be strong so they could take back the lands 
that had once been part of the empire. He wanted his army to 
protect the borders of the empire. 

A general named Belisarius reorganized the Byzantine army 
and made it stronger. He created cavalry—groups of soldiers on 
horses. The cavalry wore armor and carried bows and long 
spears. 

Justinian’s army fought in Italy, Spain, and northern Africa. It 
conquered the invaders who had taken lands from the Western 
Roman Empire. The army also defeated the Persians. It was able 
to secure the eastern border again.

However, these conquests did not last long. A deadly disease, 
known as "Justinian's Plague," moved through Asia and Europe. It 
killed millions of people, including Roman soldiers. There were 
not enough soldiers to protect the large empire. There also was 
not enough money to pay them. After Justinian died, the empire 
again lost control over most of the western lands.

Check for Understanding
List five of Justinian’s accomplishments.  

1. 

2. 

3. 

4. 

5. 
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The Rise of Christianity

a.d. 50 a.d. 100 a.d. 150a.d. 1

Terms to Know
parables short stories that teach a lesson about 
good, or honorable, behavior
resurrection coming back to life from the dead
apostle Christian leader chosen by Jesus to 
spread his message 
salvation the act of being saved from the effects 
of wrongdoing, or sin

GUIDING QUESTIONS
1. How did the Jews respond to Roman rule?

2. Why were the life and death of Jesus of 
Nazareth important to his followers?

3. How did early Christianity spread throughout 
the Roman Empire?

ESSENTIAL QUESTION
What are the characteristics of a leader?

When did it happen?

Lesson 1 Early Christianity

Where in the world?

a.d. 1  
Jesus is 
born in 
Nazareth

a.d. 66  
Jews in Judaea 
rise up against 
Rome

a.d. 135  
Romans force 
Jews out of 
Jerusalem 

You Are Here in History

a.d. 30  
Jesus begins 
preaching in 
Judaea and 
Galilee

a.d. 33  
Jesus is 
executed
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The Rise of Christianity

 Listing 

1. List 3 ways the Jews 
responded to Roman 
rule.

 

 

 

 Reading  
Check

2. How did the a.d. 132 
revolt affect the Jews 
of Judaea?

 

 

 

 Explaining
3. Why do you think 

Jesus used parables?

 

 

 

 

Judaism and Rome
The Roman Empire allowed Jews to practice their religion. 
However, in Judaea and Galilee, the Romans made life very 
difficult for Jews. The Romans replaced the Jewish king with a 
Roman governor. Many Jews hoped God would send someone to 
free them from Roman rule.

Different ways the Jews responded                   
to Roman rule:

• avoided the Romans

• tried to get along with Romans

•  set up their own communities and 
lived apart

• fought against the Romans

The Jews who lived in Judaea and Galilee had different ways 
of dealing with the Romans. One group of Jews wanted to fight 
the Romans in order to win their freedom. These Jews were 
called Zealots. In a.d. 66 they rose up against the Romans. The 
Romans crushed the uprising. Four years later, the Zealots took 
over an ancient mountain fort called Masada. For about two 
years, the Zealots held off a powerful Roman army. Eventually, 
the Romans defeated the Zealots. 

In a.d. 132, the Jews again rose up against the Roman rulers. 
Once again they were defeated. This time the Romans forced the 
Jews out of Jerusalem and told them they could never return.

Jesus of Nazareth
Jesus was born in the small town of Nazareth in Galilee. In about 
a.d. 30, he began to preach in Galilee and Judaea. He traveled 
with a group of close followers called disciples. 

Jesus was born and raised in a Jewish family. His teachings 
were based on the lessons of the Jewish religion. Jesus often 
preached using parables, short stories that made his ideas easier 
to understand. He taught that God created all people and loved 
them the way a father loves his children. 

Jesus also preached that God was coming soon to rule the 
world. For this reason, Jesus told people they had to do more 
than follow the laws of their religion. He told them they must also 
love others and forgive them. His message strengthened Jewish 
teachings such as, ”Love your neighbor as yourself.” 

Lesson 1 Early Christianity, Continued
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The Rise of Christianity

 Analyzing 
4. Why did leaders in 

Jerusalem arrest 
Jesus?

 

 

 

 Drawing 
Conclusions 

5. Why do you think 
Jesus traveled to 
Jerusalem when there 
was already so much 
tension between the 
Romans and the Jews?

 

 

 

 Reading  
Check

6. How did Jesus 
reinforce traditional 
Jewish teachings?

 

 

 

 Marking  
the Text 

7. Underline the word 
apostles and its 
definition. 

Some teachings of Jesus:

• People should love God.

•  God loves people the way a father 
loves his children.

• God is coming to rule the world.

•  People should love one another  
the way God loves them.

The Romans saw Jesus as a threat to their power. This was 
because more and more people began to believe in what Jesus 
was saying. The more his influence grew, the more dangerous he 
became in the eyes of Roman rulers. 

In about a.d. 33, Jesus traveled with his disciples to the city of 
Jerusalem to celebrate the Jewish holy days of Passover. The 
Jews were tired of Roman rule and high taxes. The Romans were 
angry because the Jews would not worship statues of the Roman 
emperor.

Jesus celebrated the Passover meal with his disciples. This 
event has come to be known as the Last Supper. After the meal, 
leaders in Jerusalem arrested Jesus. Jesus was accused of 
disloyalty to the Roman government. He was sentenced to death 
by crucifixion. This meant he would be hung from a wooden 
cross until he died. 

According to Christian belief, three days after Jesus died, he 
rose from the dead and appeared to some of his followers. The 
disciples of Jesus still thought of themselves as Jews. However, 
the message of his resurrection, or coming back from the dead, 
led to the birth of Christianity. 

Who Were the Apostles?
The apostles were early Christian leaders who spread the 
teachings of Jesus after his death. People who accepted these 
teachings came to be known as Christians. Early Christians met in 
people’s homes. These gatherings were the first churches. 

Two of the most influential leaders of the early Christian 
church were Peter and Paul. Tradition says that after Jesus died, 
Peter went to Rome and set up a Christian church. 

Lesson 1 Early Christianity, Continued
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 Contrasting 
8. Describe two basic 

Christian beliefs.

 

 

 

 

 Reading  
Check

9. Why were the apostles 
important to early 
Christians?

 

 

 

 
10. Place a two-tab 

Foldable to cover the 
Check for 
Understanding. On the 
anchor tab, write 
Memory Map. Label 
the tabs Jews under 
Roman Rule and Early 
Christian Leaders. 

 In words or short 
phrases, record what 
you remember about 
each. Use your notes to 
answer the Check for 
Understanding.

Lesson 1 Early Christianity, Continued

Paul was an educated Jew. At first, he tried to stop Christianity 
from spreading. Then one day, according to Christian writings, 
Paul saw a great light and heard the voice of Jesus. After this 
experience, Paul became a Christian. He spent the rest of his life 
spreading the message of Jesus.

Facts about the Apostles Peter and Paul

Peter Paul

• A fisher 

•  Became a disciple of 
Jesus 

•  Went to Rome and set up 
a Christian church

•  An educated Jew

•  Opposed Christianity

•  Became a Christian after 
seeing a light and hearing 
the voice of Jesus

Christianity grew out of Judaism. Christians believe in the God 
of Israel. However, they came to believe in God in a new way.

First, Christians believe that Jesus is the Son of God. Another 
Christian belief concerns salvation. Christians believe that people 
who accept Jesus will be saved from their sins, or wrongdoings. 
After they die, they will one day be resurrected the way Jesus 
was and enter heaven. Another Christian belief is the Trinity, 
which means “three.” In Christian teaching, this refers to the three 
persons of God: the Father, Son, and Holy Spirit.

Check for Understanding
List two different ways the Jews responded to 

Roman rule.

1. 

2. 

List the names of two early Christian leaders who helped 
spread Christian teachings.

3. 

4. 
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The Rise of Christianity

a.d. 300 a.d. 500a.d. 100

Terms to Know
martyr someone who is willing to die rather than 
give up his or her beliefs
hierarchy an organization with different levels of 
authority
clergy church officials
laity regular church members
doctrine official church teaching
gospel an account of the life and teaching of 
Jesus, written by the apostles
pope the title for the bishop of Rome, who is the 
head of the Roman Catholic Church

GUIDING QUESTIONS
1. How did Christianity change over time?

2. How did early Christians organize their 
church and explain their beliefs?

ESSENTIAL QUESTION
How do religions develop?

When did it happen?

Lesson 2 The Early Church

a.d. 392  
Christianity becomes the 
official religion of the 
Roman Empire 

a.d. 312 
Constantine 
accepts 
Christianity

a.d. 64  
Romans begin to 
persecute 
Christians 

You Are Here in History

What do you know?
In the first column, answer the questions based on what you know before you study.  
After this lesson, complete the last column.

Now... Later...
Why did the Romans punish 
people who became Christians?

How did Christians pass on the 
teachings of Jesus?

How is the Christian Church 
organized?
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 Explaining 
1. Why did Christianity 

appeal to many people 
more than the old 
Roman religion?

 

 

 

 Marking  
the Text 

2. Underline the word 
martyrs and its 
definition.

 Summarizing  
3. Why did the Romans 

mistreat Christians?

 

 

 

 

 

Christianity and the Empire
The first followers of Jesus taught his messages to Jews and 
non-Jews in the Mediterranean region. From there Christianity 
spread throughout the Roman Empire. This happened for many 
reasons. A network of roads made long-distance travel fairly safe 
and easy. The people who lived under Roman rule spoke Latin or 
Greek. This made it easier for Christians to share their ideas.

Another reason for the spread of Christianity was that it 
appealed to people. Christianity promised a better life after 
death. It gave people hope, which the Roman religion did not do. 
Christian communities took care of the needs of their members.

Reasons for the Spread  
of Christianity

•  The Roman road network made 
travel easy.

•  The Romans kept the empire 
peaceful.

•  Most people understood Greek or 
Latin, so communication was easy.

•  Christianity offered more hope and 
security to people than did the 
official Roman religion.

The Romans tried to stop Christianity from spreading. Rome 
saw the new religion as a dangerous threat to its empire. 
Christians refused to worship the emperor as a god. They also 
refused to serve in the Roman army and were against war. For 
these and other reasons, Christians were arrested, beaten, and 
sometimes killed. Some Christians became martyrs, people who 
are willing to die rather than give up their beliefs.

In the early a.d. 300s, the emperor Diocletian made one last 
attempt to destroy Christianity. He failed because Christianity had 
grown very strong. 

In a.d. 312 the new religion took a major turn. The night before 
an important battle, the Emperor Constantine had a dream. In the 
dream he saw a flaming cross in the sky. The next day he had his 
soldiers paint the cross on their shields. After his army won the 
battle, Constantine believed the Christian God had helped him.

Lesson 2 The Early Church, Continued
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The Rise of Christianity

 Reading  
Check

4. How did Constantine 
support Christianity?

 

 

 

 Defining
5. How is a hierarchy 

organized? 

 

 

 

 Explaining 
6. How was Church 

doctrine decided?

 

 

 

Constantine became a strong supporter of Christianity. He 
built churches in Jerusalem and Rome. He let Christians serve in 
the government. Constantine also excused  Christians from 
paying taxes. Soon, Christians began to join the military. In 
a.d. 313, Constantine issued the Edict of Milan. This important 
order gave religious freedom to all religions in the empire, 
including Christianity. 

After Constantine's rule, the emperor Theodosius outlawed 
Greek and Roman religions. In a.d. 392, he made Christianity the 
official religion of the Roman Empire. During this time, Christianity 
also spread to the Kingdom of Axum in East Africa.

Organizing the Church
The early Christian church had to become better organized in 
order to unite its many followers. It also had to make sure that 
Christian communities shared similar beliefs and practices. Early 
church leaders used the Roman Empire as a model. Like the 
empire, the church was ruled by a hierarchy of officials. 
A hierarchy is an organization with different levels of authority.

Leaders of the church were known as the clergy. Regular 
church members were called the laity. In the hierarchy of clergy, 
archbishops had the most authority. Priests had the least. Each of 
the five most powerful archbishops were in charge of an entire 
city. These leaders were called patriarchs. 

Patriarchs Most Powerful

Archbishops

Bishops

Priests Least Powerful

Hierarchy of the Early Christian Church

The bishops decided the true teachings of the Church. 
Accepted teachings became doctrine. Teachings that went 
against the Christian faith were called heresies. 

Lesson 2 The Early Church, Continued
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 Drawing 
Conclusions  

7. The four gospels were 
written many years 
after the death of 
Jesus. How were 
people able to 
remember what Jesus 
did and said before 
the gospels were 
written?

 

 

 

 

 Reading  
Check

8. What writings are 
included in the New 
Testament?

 

 

 
9. Place a two-tab 

Foldable to cover the 
Check for 
Understanding. Label 
the top tab The 
Government and 
Christianity and the 
bottom tab Explaining 
Christianity. 

 Use both sides of the 
tabs to record words 
or phrases about each. 

Lesson 2 The Early Church, Continued

Church leaders also preserved stories about Jesus and the 
writings of the apostles. By a.d. 300 there were four accepted 
accounts of the life and teachings of Jesus. Christians believed 
four apostles of Jesus wrote these accounts, or gospels. The 
word gospel means “good news.” The New Testament includes 
all four gospels and the writings of early Christians. What 
Christians call the Old Testament is the Greek version of the 
Jewish sacred writings. The Christian Bible consists of the Old 
Testament and the New Testament. 

OLD 
TESTAMENT

Greek version of 
sacred Jewish 

Writings

CHRISTIAN 
BIBLE

NEW 
TESTAMENT

Gospels and 
writings of early 

Christians

+ =

Two of the most influential early Christian writers were Paul 
and Augustine. Paul’s writings are part of the New Testament. 
Augustine is one of the Church Fathers. These writers and 
thinkers played an important role in explaining and defending the 
teachings of Christianity. 

As the Church grew, the bishop of Rome came to believe he 
had authority over all the other bishops. By a.d. 600, the bishop 
of Rome had the title of pope. Pope is from a Latin word that 
means “father.” Christians in the western part of the Roman 
Empire accepted the pope as the head of all the churches. These 
Christians spoke Latin. Their churches formed the Roman 
Catholic Church. 

Christians in the eastern part of the empire spoke Greek. They 
did not believe the pope had authority over them. Their churches 
became the Eastern Orthodox Church. 

Check for Understanding
List two major events that changed Christianity.

1. 

2. 

List two ways early Christians explained their beliefs and 
teachings.

3. 

4. 
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NAME _________________________________________ DATE  _____________  CLASS  _______

a.d. 800 a.d. 1200a.d. 400

Terms to Know
icon a painting of Jesus, Mary (the mother of 
Jesus), saints, or Christian holy people 
iconoclast originally: a person who destroys icons; 
today: someone who criticizes traditional beliefs or 
practices
excommunicate to declare that a person or group 
no longer belongs to the church
schism separation or division 
monastery a religious community

GUIDING QUESTIONS
1. What issues divided the western and eastern 

Christian churches?

2. How did Christianity spread across Europe?

ESSENTIAL QUESTION
How do new ideas change the way  
people live?

When did it happen?

Where in the world?

Lesson 3 A Christian Europe

a.d. 726  
Emperor Leo III 
removes icons 
from churches

a.d. 800  
Pope crowns 
Charlemagne as 
Holy Roman 
Emperor

a.d. 1054  
Eastern Orthodox and 
Roman Catholic 
Churches separate 

You Are Here in 
History
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 Identifying
1. Identify three 

characteristics of the 
Byzantine church.

 

 

 

 Defining
2. What is an icon?

 

 

 

 Identifying  
3. In the Byzantine 

Empire, who had more 
power—the emperor or 
the patriarch of 
Constantinople?

 

8 Reading  
Check

4. What issues divided 
the eastern and 
western Christian 
churches?

 

 

 

 

Two Christian Churches
The eastern part of the Roman Empire became known as the 
Byzantine Empire. The Byzantine church was Christian. It was 
called the Eastern Orthodox Church. The Eastern Orthodox 
Church and the Byzantine government worked together. The 
Byzantine emperor was in charge of the Church. He was seen as 
God’s representative on Earth.

Within the Eastern Orthodox Church, there was conflict over 
the use of icons. Icons are paintings of Jesus, the apostles, and 
Christian holy people called saints. Some people thought icons 
helped explain Church teachings. Others felt that the icons were 
a form of idol worship forbidden by God. In a.d. 726, Emperor 
Leo III ordered the removal of icons from all Christian churches. 
Officials who carried out this order were called iconoclasts. Many 
church leaders, including the pope in Rome, did not agree with 
Leo’s actions.

The use of icons was one of several issues that divided the 
Roman Catholic Church and the Eastern Orthodox Church. The 
most serious issue was about church authority. The pope in Rome 
believed he was in charge of all Christian churches. The Byzantines 
did not accept this. They believed the patriarch of Constantinople 
and other Byzantine bishops had as much power as the pope. 

In the late a.d. 700s, a foreign army invaded Italy. The pope 
asked the Byzantine emperor for help. The emperor refused. The 
pope then turned to a Germanic people called the Franks. They 
successfully defended Rome and drove out the invaders. In 
return, the pope crowned their king, Charlemagne, emperor. This 
angered the Byzantines.

Issues Dividing the Roman Catholic 
and Eastern Orthodox Churches

• Use of icons

• Authority of the pope

•  Byzantine emperor’s refusal to help defend 
Rome

• Church and government relationship.

Another issue that divided the two churches was their 
relationship with the government. In the Byzantine Empire the 
emperor had power over the church and the government. In the 
West, the pope claimed authority over all the governments and 
churches in Europe.

Lesson 3 A Christian Europe, Continued
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 Explaining
5. What did monks and 

nuns do?

 

 

 

 Comparing
6. How were Basilian 

Rule and Benedictine 
Rule similar?

 

 

 

 Identifying
7. How did monks and 

nuns help spread 
Christianity?

 

 

 

 

The differences between the two churches were so serious 
that in a.d. 1054 their leaders excommunicated, or cast out, each 
other. This resulted in a schism, or separation, between the two 
churches that remains today.

The Spread of Christianity
During the a.d. 300s, Christians in the Eastern Roman Empire 
formed monasteries. These were religious communities where 
men called monks spent much of their days praying and studying. 
They also worked outside the monasteries. In nearby towns and 
villages, monks ran schools and hospitals and helped the poor.

Christian women could join convents, which were similar to 
monasteries. As nuns, these women served the poor and also 
spent time in prayer and study. 

In the a.d. 300s, monks and nuns:

•  Studied and prayed in their religious 
communities

•  Ran schools and hospitals in towns and villages

•  Helped the poor 

•  Helped spread Christianity in Europe

Eastern monasteries and convents followed a set of rules 
created by the Greek bishop Basil. The Basilian Rule told men 
and women how they were supposed to live in their religious 
communities. Western monasteries and convents followed the 
Benedictine Rule, which was created by an Italian monk named 
Benedict. In general, monks and nuns were expected to pray, 
study, live simple lives, and perform good deeds.

One of their major duties was to help spread Christianity. They 
did this by working as missionaries. Missionaries teach their 
religion to people who are not believers. 

Two Byzantine missionaries, brothers Cyril and Methodius, 
wanted to bring Christianity to the Slavs in Eastern Europe. The 
Slavs spoke very different languages. Cyril invented a new 
alphabet that made it possible to translate the Bible into Slavic 

Lesson 3 A Christian Europe, Continued
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 Examining 
Details

8. How did the missionary 
brothers Cyril and 
Methodius spread 
Christianity to the 
Slavs?

 

 

 

 Reading  
Check

9. Why were monasteries 
and convents important 
in Christian Europe? 

 

 

 
10. Place a two-tab 

Foldable along the 
dotted line to cover 
Check for 
Understanding. Label 
the top tab Church 
Division and the bottom 
tab Missionaries. 

 Use both sides of the 
Foldable to record 
words or phrases 
about each.

Lesson 3 A Christian Europe, Continued

languages. It is called the Cyrillic alphabet in honor of Cyril. It is 
still used today by people who speak Slavic languages, such as 
Russian.

In Western Europe, Christian missionaries did much of their 
work in Britain and Ireland. After the Romans left Britain, 
Germanic tribes invaded from present-day Germany and 
Denmark. The tribes included people called the Angles and the 
Saxons. Over time, they became the Anglo-Saxons. They lived in 
Angleland, or England.

The people who were already living in Britain were the Celts. 
Many of them were driven across the sea to Ireland after the 
Anglo-Saxons arrived. A priest named Patrick spread Christianity 
to Ireland. He set up churches and monasteries and converted 
many people to Christianity. 

In a.d. 597, about 40 monks from Rome went to Britain. Their 
mission was to bring Christianity to the Anglo-Saxons of Britain. 
They succeeded. Within about 100 years, most of England had 
become Christian. 

1.  Romans begin leaving 
Britain.

2.  Germanic tribes invade 
Britain.

3.  Celts in Britain flee to 
Ireland.

4.  Patrick teaches 
Christianity to the Celts 
in Ireland.

5.  Monks bring Christianity 
to Anglo-Saxons in 
Britain.

Christianity Spreads to Britain and Ireland

Check for Understanding
List two major issues that divided the Eastern and 

Western Christian churches.

1. 

2. 

How did Christianity spread to Britain and Ireland?

3. 
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May 18th -  Assignment #7 

 

Specific  Measurable Achievable  Relevant  Time 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

    

 

Creating a two-week workout plan  

Week 1: 

Example: Monday Tuesday Wednesday  Thursday  Friday  

10 burpees  
 

    

1-minute 
plank 

 
 

    

10 pushups   
 

    

1-minute 
plank 

 
 

    

20-minute 
bike ride  

 
 

    

 

Week 2: 

Example: Monday Tuesday Wednesday  Thursday  Friday  

10 burpees  
 

    

1-minute 
plank 

 
 

    

10 pushups   
 

    

1-minute 
plank 

 
 

    

20-minute 
bike ride  

 
 

    

  



Goal Exercise Log – Week 1  

 

Monday – Did you complete your daily workout _________________________________ 

 

Tuesday – Did you complete your daily workout _________________________________ 

                 

                - Do you feel like you are working towards your goal ______________________ 

 

Wednesday – Did you complete your daily workout ______________________________ 

                       

                       - Did you add cardio or endurance exercises to your daily workout _________ 

 

Thursday – Did you complete your daily workout ________________________________ 

 

Friday – Did you complete your daily workout __________________________________ 

           

          - Are you getting closer to your goal? Why or why not _______________________ 

________________________________________________________________________ 

             

         - How far are you away from your goal ____________________________________ 

         

            - Do you need to change your workout __________________________________ 



Goal Exercise Log – Week 2 

 

Monday – Did you complete a workout today _____________________________________________ 

 

Tuesday – Did you complete your daily workout _________________________________________ 

 

               - How far away are you from achieving your goal _________________________________ 

 

Wednesday – Did you complete your daily workout ______________________________________ 

 

Thursday – Did you complete your daily workout ________________________________________ 

  

                 - Do you believe you have achieved your goal ___________________________________ 



May 28th – Assignment #8 

Original Goal: 

Specific  Measurable Achievable  Relevant  Time 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

    

 

After two weeks: Rewrite goal with results  

Specific  Measurable Achievable  Relevant  Time 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

    

 

1. Did you complete your goal  _____________________________________ 

2. If no why not _________________________________________________ 

3. How do you feel about achieving your goal  __________________________________________ 

4. Did you goal yourself too low or too high  ___________________________________________ 

5. What would you have done differently _____________________________________________ 

6. Would you create a fitness goal again  ______________________________________________ 

  



DANCE 5TH/6TH GRADE  
WORK AT HOME 
Wks_5/18-5/26 
 
Monday-Thursday; 5/18-5/21 
Review:  
Time! How do you tell time? By a clock, a watch, a cell phone. We can measure time of day with a clock 
by seconds, minutes, and hours. Time is an important part of dance! Every movement you do takes time. 
We can measure time in dance the same way we measure the time of day. We move different speeds just 
like a clock; we can move fast speed like seconds on a clock, medium speed like minutes on a clock, and 
slow speed like hours on a clock. We can move many different speeds all the way from very fast to very 
slow. 
 
1. You will create the dance phrase below (a.-c.) in an ABC pattern using Slow speed, fast speed, 
medium speed for your movement skills. 
 
 a. Float for 8 counts slow speed. 
 b. Spin for 8 counts fast speed. 
 c. Crawl for 8 counts medium speed. 
 
2. You will create your own dance phrase (follow the prompts below;  in an ABA pattern using Slow 
speed/fast speed/slow speed for your movement skills. 
 

a. Choose and circle 3 movement skills below and fill in the blanks with your 3 choices in b. 
Then fill in the second blank with your choice of speed; slow, fast, medium. YOU MUST USE 
ALL 3 SPEEDS. 

 
 Walk  Turn  Run  Melt  Skip  Hop 
 
 
b._________ for 8 counts ____________. 
     Movement skill                                      Speed 
 

    ________ for 8 counts ___________. 
                      Movement skill.                                        Speed 
 
    _________ for 8 counts __________. 
    Movement skill                                         Speed 
 
3. Perform for a person in your home. Ask them to see if they can guess the pattern of speeds you chose. 

a. Did they guess correctly? Why do you think they did or didn’t see the pattern of speeds you 
chose? 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Tuesday and Thursday 5/19 & 5/21 
Perform  all three sequences below with music of your choice. Try a different song/music for each day. 
Answer the following: 
1. What music did you choose? 
2. What music do you think was best to perform your warm-up? Why? 
 
Seated Warm-up 
1. Roll downs from criss-cross position (forward, side, side, reach arms back) 
2. Hand/arm extensions 
3. Side arm reaches 
4. Sit-ups 
5. Flex and point feet 
6. Curl in and extend out (4 Forward with legs/ 4 straddle) 
7. Side extensions from knee (right, left) 
Side extensions from knee adding a plank (right, left) 
Roll to side extensions (right, left, right, left, right to spiral up) 
Standing Warm-up Sequence; Plies w/curves: 
Begin in parallel first position. 
*4 demi plies. 
*Spinal curl forward using upper body, then bring spine/upper body to neutral (straight) bringing arms to reach up direction. Drop arms to swing 
them down in front of torso as they cross and swing them up to repeat one more time, finishing with arms down by side of body. (complete 4 
curls forward w/arms). 
*4 demi plies. 
*Spinal curl Right side using upper body (keep shoulders open/wide chest and lead with top of the head), while reaching left arm up direction as 
you focus on your finger tips. Bring upper body to neutral/straight. Spinal curl left side using upper body (keep shoulders open/wide chest and 
lead with top of the head), while reaching right arm up direction as you focus on your finger tips. Bring upper body to neutral/straight. (Complete 
4 side curls w/ arms; R,L, R, L) 
*4 demi plies. 
*Reach down with both arms to circle them back (arc upper back, keeping chest open and focus in upward diagnol), up, forward directions 
finishing by your sides. 
Demi plie and 2 shoulder shrugs. (Complete 4 times). 
Roll down Sequence in parallel first position 
Roll down to forward fold; 4 plies and stretch; roll back up, plie. 
Roll down to forward fold; 4 weight shifts and back to fold; roll back up, plie. 
Roll down to forward fold; walk out to plank, hold for 8 counts; 8 push-ups; walk hands back to feet to fold; roll back up; demi plie. 
 
 
Friday_ 5/22 
Tiny poem: 
You will write a 20-25 word poem. 
  
You must include the following 3 words: 
~Door 
~Sleep 
~Your Favorite color 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Monday 5/25- No School 
 
Tuesday-Friday 5/26-5/29 
1. Here is a funny phrase:  
“Boom chicka boom” 
A. Say the phrase slowly. 
B. Say it quickly. 
C. Say it silly or cool.  
 
2. Create a dance that expresses the 3 ways you say the phrase. 
A. Dance the phrase slowly. 
B. Dance it quickly. 
C. Dance it silly or cool. 
 
3. You will have 3 short phrases. Combine them together to create your Funny phrase dance. 
 
 4. Perform for a person in your home. Ask them to see if they can guess what part of your dance was 
slow, what part was fast, what part was your silly or cool. 

a. Did they guess correctly?  
b. Why do you think they did or didn’t see the different speeds in your dance? 
 

 
Tuesday and Thursday 5/26 & 5/28 
Perform  all three warm-up sequences (See Tuesday and Thursday 5/19 & 5/21) with music of your 
choice. Perform them to your favorite song (s).  
Answer the following: 
1. What music did you choose? 
 
 
Friday_5/29 
Tiny poem: 
You will write a 20-25 word poem. 
  
You must include the following 3 words: 
~Slow 
~Funny 
~Fast 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


