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Name: Class:

"Huts and unemployed in West Houston and Mercer St. by
Berenice Abbott in Manhattan in 1935" by Berenice Abbott is in
the public domain.

An Overview of the Great Depression
By Jessica McBirney

2017

From 1929 to 1939, America experienced the Great Depression: the worst economic downturn in its history.
In this informational text, Jessica McBirney explores the causes and effects of the Great Depression, as well
as how America’s economy began to recover. As you read, take notes on the causes and effects of the Great
Depression.

On a fateful Tuesday in October 1929, American
citizens experienced the beginning of the worst
economic disaster in the country’s history. The
day marked the beginning of the Great
Depression, a severe1 economic crisis that lasted
for more than ten years and hurt millions of
people around the country.

Why Did it Happen?

The Great Depression had many causes. In fact,
economists still debate over all the factors that
led to the crisis. The following are some of the
most important causes:

The Stock Market

Maybe you have heard your parents or news commentators talk about the stock market. Essentially, it
is where people can buy stocks, or very small pieces, of big companies like Walmart or Facebook. If the
company makes money, the stock-holder gets also gets a small profit. Investing in a stock is like taking
a gamble, because the company could earn a lot of money, or it could lose money.

In the years before 1929 the stock market was an extremely popular way for everyday people to earn
some extra money. Because of this, the prices of stocks kept getting higher and higher. By 1929, many
prices were much higher than the actual values of companies.

Some people started getting skeptical. Prices could not keep going up forever. So they started selling
their stocks while they were still at high prices. More and more people started catching on, until
everyone was scrambling to sell their stocks at once. There was no one left to buy all these available
stocks, so the prices dropped steeply.

This caused what is known as a stock market crash. In just one day, on October 29, 1929, the whole
stock market lost over $14 billion.

[1]

[5]

1. Severe (adjective): very great, intense, or harsh
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Bank Failures

During the popularity of the stock market, most banks had very few rules about loaning out money.
They would loan money to customers so those customers could go use it to buy more stocks.

When the stock market lost so much money, suddenly all those customers had no way to pay back
their loans. But when people heard about the crash, they started to panic and wanted to pull the
money out of their savings accounts just to keep it safe.

With no money back from all the loans they had given out, the banks did not have enough money
supply to also pay out everything from everyone’s savings. The bank failures rippled throughout the
nation, causing even more economic problems and panic for average Americans.

The Dust Bowl

A record-setting drought hit the middle states, especially Oklahoma, around the same time. The timing
could not have been worse. Farmers, who usually remained stable during economic uncertainty
because they could at least grow their own food, were suddenly in just as much trouble as the rest of
the country.

The drought brought hot, dry winds sweeping across the plains, blowing huge clouds of dust across the
plains and into many peoples’ houses and lungs. Families could not stay in the area. They packed up
and left the Great Plains,2 heading west to places like California to find work. Unfortunately, other
states already had their own unemployment problems; there were not enough jobs for the
newcomers.

Effects of the Depression

At the beginning of the financial problems few people predicted the crisis would last over a decade. But
the problems were more extensive and much deeper than analysts realized at first.

One of the most important effects of the Great Depression was unemployment. At its peak in 1933
around 25% of adults were unemployed — this means 1 in 4 adults did not have jobs.

Without steady income, many families were forced out of their homes. Some found other family
members to live with, while others had to take to the streets. Some people moved into small shanty3

towns called Hoovervilles, named after the president at the time Herbert Hoover. These people often
had to rely on charity soup kitchens to get enough food to eat.

Political Interventions

In 1932, near the worst of the Depression, President Franklin D. Roosevelt was elected. He immediately
started working to fix the problems. The set of policies and government programs he instituted are
known as the New Deal.4

[10]

[15]

2. the grassland prairie region of North America
3. A “shanty” is a small, crudely built shack.
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To address the banking issues, he temporarily closed all banks to give them a chance to restructure
themselves. He set guidelines for future bank operations. He also made more rules for how investors
on the stock market could buy and sell stocks more responsibly.

To help families affected by unemployment, he created many employment programs. Groups like the
Civilian Conservation Corps (CCC) and Works Progress Administration (WPA) used government funds to
pay young men for services like building roads and cleaning parks. This gave families some money to
start buying necessities again.

President Roosevelt started dozens of programs during his time in the White House. Not all of them
were successful, and a few were even deemed unconstitutional, but many did have positive results.

Culture Amid Crisis

Even though Americans faced one of the greatest challenges in our nation’s history during the 1930s,
they were able to produce art and entertainment to raise everyone’s spirits.

Radio became a central aspect of many people’s home lives. They could listen for free to comedy
shows like Amos ‘n’ Andy and The Jack Benny Show. President Roosevelt also made regular speeches on
the radio, known as his fireside chats, to reassure the American people and explain his newest New
Deal policies.

Movies continued to grow in popularity. Many movies featured tough gangsters and witty city-dwellers
with exciting plots. Viewers could escape into this world for a few hours any time they watched a
movie.

Music portrayed a more complex, and for many people more relatable, view of society during the
Great Depression. Some songs recalled the better days of the 1920s when the country was happy. The
mid 1930s introduced swing music and the big band genre, full of upbeat and exciting melodies. The
dancing that accompanied it was fast paced. But other artists, like Bing Crosby, did not shy away from
writing music that reflected the hard times. His song “Brother, Can You Spare a Dime?” became
popular.

Recovery

Even though the worst of the Great Depression came in 1933, its negative effects and high
unemployment continued throughout the 1930s.

When the United States entered World War II in 1941, things began to change. The military needed
new equipment and supplies, so thousands of new manufacturing jobs opened to support the war
effort. This cut down on the still-soaring unemployment rates. Living standards still remained relatively
low, because so many factories built war materials instead of everyday goods for households. Still,
Americans began to regain their sense of hope for the future. After the war ended, their hopes were
realized as living standards rose and economic prosperity spread across the country.

[20]

4. a series of programs that were enacted between 1933 and 1938 in the United states as a response to the Great
Depression
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The Great Depression lives on through famous literature like John Steinbeck’s novel The Grapes of
Wrath,5 published in 1939. But the Great Depression’s legacy may best be seen in the Social Security
Act, which was passed by Congress in 1935. Since then the government has provided Americans with
pensions6 for the retired, as well as assistance to the unemployed and those with disabilities.

[25]

5. a novel about the hardships of an American farm family in the Dust Bowl during the Great Depression
6. a regular payment made during a person’s retirement from an investment fund to which that person or their

employer has contributed during their working life
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Text-Dependent Questions
Directions: For the following questions, choose the best answer or respond in complete sentences.

1. PART A: Which of the following identifies the central idea of the text?
A. The Great Depression was a very difficult time for America, and the government

took action to help the economy recover.
B. The Great Depression could have easily been avoided if Americans had been

more informed on how the stock market and banks operated.
C. The Great Depression could not have been prevented, as the previous decades

had experienced nothing but growth.
D. The Great Depression was a horrible economic time for America, but the

government’s violation of citizens’ rights while helping the economy recover was
much worse.

2. PART B: Which section from the text best supports the answer to Part A?
A. “Because of this, the prices of stocks kept getting higher and higher. By 1929,

many prices were much higher than the actual values of companies.” (Paragraph
4)

B. “In 1932, near the worst of the Depression, President Franklin D. Roosevelt was
elected. He immediately started working to fix the problems. The set of policies
and government programs he instituted are known as the New Deal.”
(Paragraph 15)

C. “Music portrayed a more complex, and for many people more relatable, view of
society during the Great Depression. Some songs recalled the better days of the
1920s when the country was happy.” (Paragraph 22)

D. “Even though the worst of the Great Depression came in 1933, its negative
effects and high unemployment continued throughout the 1930s.” (Paragraph
23)

3. How does the section regarding entertainment in America contribute to the development of
ideas in the text?

A. It shows how hard the Great Depression was on all businesses.
B. It emphasizes how the Great Depression affected all aspects of life.
C. It proves Americans were unable to afford even basic necessities.
D. It shows how the entertainment industry used the Great Depression to their

advantage.

4. How did President Roosevelt influence the recovery from the Great Depression?
A. He pumped money into the economy to inflate it.
B. He encouraged women to join the workforce.
C. He allowed the economy to recover on its own.
D. He created programs that helped citizens find work.

5



5. How does the description of the government’s intervention in the Great Depression
contribute to the development of ideas in the text?

6



Discussion Questions
Directions: Brainstorm your answers to the following questions in the space provided. Be prepared to
share your original ideas in a class discussion.

1. Do you think that President Roosevelt’s policies were the right choices to help America?
What else should he have done, or not done, to help America? Explain your opinion.

2. In the context of the text, how has America changed over time? Cite evidence from this text,
your own experience, and other literature, art, or history in your answer.

3. In the context of the text, does money buy happiness? To what extent do you believe
America was a completely unhappy place during the Great Depression?

7
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Name: Class:

"Birthday Cake" by The Shifted Librarian is licensed under CC BY-
NC-SA 2.0.

On Turning Ten
By Billy Collins

1995

Billy Collins (b. 1941) is an award-winning American poet who writes about everyday occurrences to express
the deeper meaning of life. In this poem, the speaker reflects on his youth. As you read “On Turning Ten,”
identify the figurative language that the speaker uses to describe being young and growing up.

The whole idea of it makes me feel
like I'm coming down with something,
something worse than any stomach ache
or the headaches I get from reading in bad light--
a kind of measles of the spirit,
a mumps of the psyche,1

a disfiguring2 chicken pox of the soul.

You tell me it is too early to be looking back,
but that is because you have forgotten
the perfect simplicity of being one
and the beautiful complexity introduced by two.
But I can lie on my bed and remember every digit
At four I was an Arabian wizard.
I could make myself invisible
by drinking a glass of milk a certain way.
At seven I was a soldier, at nine a prince.

But now I am mostly at the window
watching the late afternoon light.
Back then it never fell so solemnly3

against the side of my tree house,
and my bicycle never leaned against the garage
as it does today,
all the dark blue speed drained out of it.

This is the beginning of sadness, I say to myself,
as I walk through the universe in my sneakers.
It is time to say good-bye to my imaginary friends,
time to turn the first big number.

[1]

[5]

[10]

[15]

[20]

[25]

1. Psyche (noun): the mind of a person or group
2. Disfigure (verb): to spoil or damage the appearance of something
3. Solemn (adjective): serious; not cheerful

1

https://www.flickr.com/photos/shifted/4310242791


“On Turning Ten” from The Art of Drowning, © 1995, University of Pittsburgh Press. Reprinted with permission, all rights reserved.

It seems only yesterday I used to believe
there was nothing under my skin but light.
If you cut me I could shine.
But now when I fall upon the sidewalks of life,
I skin my knees. I bleed.

[30]

2



Text-Dependent Questions
Directions: For the following questions, choose the best answer or respond in complete sentences.

1. PART A: Which of the following best summarizes a theme of the poem?
A. Imagination is constrained by age.
B. Growing old is a universal fear, even though it feels unique to the individual.
C. Growing up means letting go of the carefree innocence of childhood.
D. Nature reflects the human cycle of life.

2. PART B: Which of the following phrases best supports the answer to Part A?
A. “The whole idea of it makes me feel / like I'm coming down with something.”

(Lines 1-2)
B. “But now I am mostly at the window / watching the late afternoon light.” (Lines

17-18)
C. “Back then it never fell so solemnly / against the side of my tree house, / and my

bicycle never leaned against the garage / as it does today, / all the dark blue
speed drained out of it.” (Lines 19-23)

D. “This is the beginning of sadness, I say to myself, / ... It is time to say good-bye to
my imaginary friends, / time to turn the first big number.” (Lines 24-27)

3. Reread lines 5-7: “a kind of measles of the spirit, / a mumps of the psyche, / a disfiguring
chicken pox of the soul.” What does this description reveal about the speaker's attitude
towards aging?

A. The speaker feels physically nauseated by age and older people.
B. The speaker compares his feelings about growing up to sickness, suggesting

that he does not have a positive outlook on it.
C. The speaker likens aging to sickness, believing it to be a physically arduous

process.
D. The speaker fears aging because he associates it with sickness and dying.

4. PART A: Which of the following best describes the tone of stanza 3?
A. Sullen
B. Disgruntled
C. Whimsical
D. Sarcastic

3



5. PART B: What diction, imagery, or figurative language develops this tone?

6. Consider the final stanza of the poem. How does the conclusion contribute to the theme of
the poem?

4



Discussion Questions
Directions: Brainstorm your answers to the following questions in the space provided. Be prepared to
share your original ideas in a class discussion.

1. What does it mean to be ‘grown up’? Cite evidence from this text, your own experience, and
other literature, art, or history in your answer.

2. Do you think it is too early for the speaker to miss his youth? Why or why not?

3. In the context of this poem, should we value our youth? Cite evidence from this text, your
own experience, and other literature, art, or history in your answer.

5



Freewrite #2 
 
Choose one freewrite topic from the list below: 
 

1. Eye Contact:  Write about two people seeing each other for the 
first time. 
2. The Rocket-ship: Write about a rocket-ship on its way to the 
moon or a distant galaxy far, far away. Are you launching 
somewhere? Write about the experience 
3. Dreams: Write something inspired by a recent dream you had. 
4. Animals: Choose an animal. Write about it! 
5. Friendship: Write about being friends with someone. 
 

Then, start a timer on your phone or computer for ten minutes. Try to 
write as much as possible in those ten minutes (just like we do in class!). 
 



Monday 3/30 Tuesday 
3/31 

Wednesday 4/1 Thursday 4/2 Friday 4/3 

Will the following equation have: 

a) One solution 

b) Infinite solution 

c) No solution 

7𝑥 −3 = 5𝑥 +5 

Combine like 

terms: 

7x – 4 +2 +8x 

Solve the liner equation 
𝑥 +𝑥 +2 + 𝑥 + 4 + 𝑥 + 6 = −28. 

Use the distributive 
property to simplify 
2 (x + 14) 

7

3𝑥 + 9
=

1

8
 

 

Will the following equation have: 

a) One solution 

b) Infinite solution 

c) No solution 

7𝑥 −3 = 7𝑥 +5 

Combine like 

terms: 

x + 2x + x +17-12 

Solve the liner equation 
2(3𝑥 + 2) = 2𝑥 − 1+ x 

Use the distributive 

property to simplify 

X ( 4 + 2)  

2𝑥 +  1

9
=

1 −  𝑥

6
 

 

Will the following equation have: 

a) One solution 

b) Infinite solution 

c) No solution 

7𝑥 −3 = −3 + 7x 

Combine like 

terms: 

4x-4x + 10-5 

Solve the liner equation 

𝑥 −9 = 
3

5
 𝑥. 

Use the distributive 

property to simplify 

10 ( 2 + x) 

5 +  2𝑥

3𝑥 −  1
=

6

7
 

 

Will the following equation have: 

a) One solution 

b) Infinite solution 

c) No solution 

11𝑥 −2𝑥 + 15 = 8+ 7 +9𝑥 

Combine like 

terms: 

-3x + 7x + 12+1 

Solve the liner equation 
29 − 3𝑥 = 5𝑥 + 5 

Use the distributive 
property to simplify 
2x ( 4x + 10) 

 

𝑥 +  9

12
=

−2𝑥 −  
1
2

3
 

 

 

Will the following equation have: 

a) One solution 

b) Infinite solution 

c) No solution 

Combine like 
terms: 
3x + x +x -10 – 2 
 
 
 
 

Solve the liner equation 
𝑥 +4 + 3𝑥 = 72 
 
 
 
 
 

Use the distributive 
property to simplify 
 12 ( 2x + 8 ) 
 
 
 
 

8

3 −  4𝑥
=

5

2𝑥 +  
1
4

 

 
 
 



3(𝑥 − 14)+ 1 = −4𝑥 +5 

Will the following equation have: 

a) One solution 

b) Infinite solution 

c) No solution 

3𝑥 + 32− 7𝑥 = −2(5𝑥 + 10) 

 
Combine like 
terms  
14x -2x -x + 12+1 

 
 
 
Solve the linear equation 
2x + 2x + 10 – 2 = 48 

 
Use the distributive 
property to simplify 
-(2x -4) 

 
 

 

7 −  2𝑥

6
=

𝑥 −  5

1
 

Will the following equation have: 

a) One solution 

b) Infinite solution 

c) No solution 

2 (8𝑥 + 26) = 13 + 4x 

Combine like 
terms: 

2x – 3 + 7 -x 

Solve the linear equation 
𝑥 + 3+ 𝑥 −8 + 𝑥 = 55. 

Use the distributive 
property to simplify 
-2 ( x + 7) 

5

6𝑥 −  2
=

−1

𝑥 +  1
 

Write an equation that has no solutions 

 

Combine like 
terms:  
14 - 3 + x + 7 

Solve the linear equation 
4x + 2 = x +6  
 

Use the distributive 
property to simplify 
-4 ( 2x – 2) 
 

4 −  𝑥

8
=

7𝑥 −  1

3
 

Write an equation that has one unique 

solution each. 

 

Combine like 
terms: 
14 + 2 + 3x – 10x 

Solve the linear equation 
14x – 4 = 6x + 10 

Use the distributive 
property to simplify 
2 ( x + y + z) 
 

3𝑥

𝑥 +  2
=

5

9
 

Write an equation that has infinitely 

many solutions. 

Combine like 
terms: 
5x – 10x + 2 -2 

Solve the linear equation 
x + x + 8 = 10x + 16 

Use the distributive 
property to simplify 
9 ( -5x + 8)  
 

1
2

𝑥 +  6

3
=

𝑥 −  3

2
 

 



March 30, 2020 (Monday) 

The New England Colonies 
 

Geography of New England: 
 New England covers the northeastern corner of the United States. 
Massachusetts, Connecticut, and Rhode Island are in southern New England. New 
Hampshire, Vermont, and Maine are in north. Much of the region has hills, low 
mountains, and forests. Thin, rocky soil made farming difficult, but just off the coast 
were rich fishing grounds. 
 
Puritans in Massachusetts Bay: 
 The Puritans, a larger group than the Pilgrims, wanted to reform, not separate 
from, the Church England. In the 1620s, King Charles I forced hundreds of Puritan 

ministers to give up their positions. In 1630, about 900 Puritans formed the 
Massachusetts Bay Company and set sail for Massachusetts and New Hampshire. They 
were led by landowner and lawyer John Winthrop. 
 The Puritans’ main settlement in the Massachusetts Bay Colony was Boston. By 
the mid- 1630s, the colony had an elected assembly, the General Court. Adult male 
Puritans elected the General Court and the colony’s governor each year. The Puritans 
did not offer others toleration, or recognition that people have a right to different 
opinions. 
 
New Colonies: 
 Religious conflicts led to new colonies. Roger Williams, minister of a church in 
Salem, believed that Puritans should leave the Church of England. He also thought 
Native American land should be bought, not taken. Forced to leave Massachusetts in 
1635, he moved to Rhode Island. In 1644, colonists there received a charter of self-
government from the king. People could worship as they chose. 
 Bostonian Anne Hutchinson was put on trial in 1638 for questioning Puritan 
ideas. Forced out of Massachusetts, she made a settlement in Rhode Island. Thomas 
Hooker, a minister, also left Massachusetts in 1636 and founded Hartford, Connecticut. 
In 1639, he Fundamental Orders of Connecticut set up an elected legislature and 
governor. In 1662, Connecticut received a charter of self-government. In 1638, John 
Wheelright, forced out of Massachusetts for agreeing with Hutchinson’s views, founded 
Exeter, New Hampshire. Massachusetts tried to control New Hampshire, but in 1680, 
the king made it a separate colony. 
 
Growth and Change: 
 Puritans believed that towns and churches should govern themselves, and that 
people should work hard and live in stable families. Each Puritan town set up a town 
meeting, or an assembly of townspeople that decides local issues. New England families 
earned their living by farming, making leather and other goods, fishing, and 
shipbuilding. By the 1660s, 300 ships were fishing off the coast or shipping goods. 
 By the 1670s, the number of Native Americans fell to 12,000, due to European 
diseases. In 1675, the Wampanoag chief, Metacom (also called King Philip), fought 
Puritan expansion. Some Native Americans supported him, but others helped the 
settlers. The fight, known as King Philip’s War, killed thousands. In 1676, Metcom was 
killed. 

  
 



Check Your Progress: 
1. What were Roger William’s beliefs? 
2. What did the Puritans believe about towns and churches? 
3. List four colonies who had disagreements with some aspects of the Puritan 

religion. 
4. Explain why Metacom declared war on the English. 
5. Name the ruler who forced Puritan ministers to give up their position. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



March 31, 2020 (Tuesday) 

 

The Middle Colonies 
 

 
Geography of the Middle Colonies: 
 The Middle Colonies were New York, New Jersey, Pennsylvania, and Delaware. 
The Hudson River flows south through eastern New York. It empties into the Atlantic 
Ocean at New York City. New Jersey is mostly lowland along the Atlantic coast. 
Pennsylvania’s largest city, Philadelphia, is located on the Delaware River on lowland in 
the southeast. Delaware is located south of New Jersey and lies along the Atlantic coast. 
 The warmer, longer growing season and fertile soil made farming easier in the 
Middle Colonies than in New England. Farmers grew wheat, fruits, and vegetables. 

 
New York and New Jersey: 
 New York was originally called New Netherland and was ruled by the Dutch. By 
1660, Dutch farmers, fur traders, and merchants in the Hudson River valley prospered. 
New Netherland blocked travel between England’s northern and southern colonies. In 
1664, England’s King Charles II gave the Dutch land to his brother James, who 
conquered it. The colony was renamed New York, after James, the Duke of York. New 
Amsterdam, its capital, became New York City. 
 New Jersey was established in 1665, when part of southern New York was split 
off into a new colony. It began as a proprietary colony, or a colony created by a grant 
of land from a monarch to an individual or family. In 1702, it became a royal colony, a 
colony, a colony directly controlled by the English king. New York became a royal colony 
in 1685. 
 
Pennsylvania and Delaware: 
 In the 1640s and 1650s, new religious groups emerged in England. The Quakers 
believed that all people are equal, have a direct link with God, and therefore do not need 
ministers. By the 1660s, the thousands of English Quakers refused to pay taxes to 
support the Church of England. To provide safety from persecution, William Penn, a 
wealthy Quaker leader, used his connections with King Charles II to get a charter for a 
new colony. In 1681, he received an area nearly as large as England. Penn viewed his 
colony as a “holy experiment” to see if people from different religious could live 
peacefully. In 1682, he wrote his Frame of Government for Pennsylvania, which granted 
an elected assembly and freedom of religion. He did not allow colonists to settle on land 
until Native Americans sold it to them. 

 The first European setters in Delaware were Swedish. Delaware settlers were 
opposed to sending delegates to a distant Philadelphia. Penn gave the area its own 
assembly, and in 1704, Delaware became a separate colony. 
 
Growth and Change: 
 Because of its abundant wheat crop, Pennsylvania was called America’s 
breadbasket. Manufacturers produced iron, flour, and paper. Artisans in towns 
included shoemakers, carpenters, masons, weavers, and cooper, who made barrels to 
ship and store foods. Pennsylvania’s backcountry, or the frontier region extending from 
Pennsylvania to Georgia, was home to Scotch-Irish, and later, Germans. They called 
themselves Deutsch for “German” and became known as the Pennsylvania Dutch. 
 



Check Your Progress: 
1. Why were Quakers persecuted in England? 
2. How did New Jersey’s colonial status change in 1702? 
3. List the four states that made up the Middle Colonies. 
4. Explain why the English wanted Dutch colonial land 
5. State how William Penn viewed his colony. 
6. Name five types of artisans in the Middle Colonies. 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



April 1, 2020 (Wednesday) 

 

The Southern Colonies 
 
 

Geography of the Southern Colonies: 
 In the 1760s, Charles Mason and Jeremiah Dixon drew the boundary known as 
the Mason-Dixon line. It became the line between non-slave northern states and 
southern states where slavery continued. Maryland, Virginia, North Carolina, South 
Carolina, and Georgia were south of the line. They shared the Tidewater, a coastal 
lowland with many swamps. The warm, humid climate provided a long growing season 
for tobacco and rice. Both crops required many field workers, which helped spread 
slavery. 

  
Virginia Grows: 
 After the 1650s, Virginia’s population grew quickly – from 10, 000 in 1640 to 40, 
000 in 1670. Due to disease and violence, the Native American population shrank. 
Tobacco farmers took Native American land, causing two conflicts in 1622 and 1644. 
Hundreds of colonists were killed. But Native Americans were defeated and had to 
accept English rule. 
 In the 1660s, wealthy Virginia tobacco farmers bought good land near the coast. 
Poor colonists could neither buy land nor vote. Those who moved inland to farm fought 
with Native Americans. The governor did not intervene, hoping to avoid war with native 
Americans. 
 In 1675, Nathaniel Bacon led 1,000 frontier settlers in attack on Native 
Americans. The governor declared Bacon and his men rebels. Bacon burned Jamestown, 
forcing the governor to flee. Bacon’s Rebellion ended when Bacon became ill and died. 
The governor hanged 23 of his men, but he could not stop settler from moving inland. 
 
Religious Toleration in Maryland: 
 In 1632, George Calvert set up a colony in Maryland where Catholics could live 
free from discrimination. When he died, his son Cecil Calvert, Lord Baltimore, became 
owner. Because of tension between Protestants and Catholics, Lord Baltimore supported 
the Act of Toleration in 1649. It welcomed all Christians the gave adult male Christians 
the right to vote and hold office. 
 
Colonies in the Carolinas and Georgia: 
 Carolina was founded in 1663. The northern part developed slowly, because it 

lacked harbors and rivers for ships. Settlers lived on small farms. They produced 
tobacco and lumber. The Southern part grew quickly. Colonists used slave labor to grow 
sugar and rice. Carolina became two colonies, North Carolina and South Carolina. 
 Georgia was founded for two reason. The English feared that Spain was 
expending northward from Florida. Also, wealthy Englishmen led by James Oglethorpe 
wanted a colony that would protect debtors, or people who owe money, from 
imprisonment. He banned slavery, but by the 1750s, it was legal. 
 
Change in the Southern Colonies: 
 In the 1700s, the Southern Colonies developed two different ways of life. 
Plantations, or large farms, dominated the economy in the Tidewater region. Tobacco 
and rice promoted the spread of slavery. The plantation system divided wealthy 



landowners from poor people who lived in the backcountry. The backcountry was cut 
off from the coast by poor roads. 
 
 
 
Check Your Progress: 

1. How did Virginia’s population change from 1640 to 1670? 
2. For what two reasons was Georgia founded? 
3. List the five colonies south of the Mason-Dixon line. 
4.  Name the movement in which a colonist led 1,000 settlers in attacks on Native 

Americans. 
5. Name the law that welcomed all Christians in Maryland. 
6. Name the founder of Georgia. 

7. State two crops that promoted slavery in the Southern Colonies. 
8. The word intervene comes from the Latin words inter, meaning “between” and 

venire, meaning “to come.” What is another way to say that the governor did not 
intervene in this situation? 
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SPOTLIGHT

ARE YOU BEING 
WATCHED?
Facial recognition technology can identify people’s faces—and may  

make Americans safer. But is it also threatening our privacy?
BY STEPH SMITH AND JOE BUBAR
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As You Read, Think About: What 
are the benefits and drawbacks 
of facial recognition technology?
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 Fans at a recent Taylor Swift 

concert in Los Angeles passed a 

screen playing videos of the pop 

star. They did not know that a camera 

hidden inside was snapping their 

photos. The images were reportedly 

analyzed by special software. The 

goal? To look for people considered 

possible threats to the singer.

That is just one example of how 

facial recognition technology is 

becoming more common in the United 

States. It is being used to increase 

security in many public places. Police 

departments are also using it to help 

find suspects (see sidebar, p. 16).

This worries some people. They say 

being scanned by facial recognition 

software without their knowledge 

violates their right to privacy, 

especially when it is used by law 

enforcement. The technology has also 

come under fire for being inaccurate.

Those concerns recently led cities 

in California and Massachusetts to 

ban its use by police. Other places are 

thinking of doing the same thing.

But some people say it is a mistake 

to ban the technology entirely. They 

argue that facial recognition can be a 

powerful tool for ensuring public 

safety—as long as its use is regulated.

In the end, Americans must decide 

how much privacy we are willing to 

give up to feel secure.

Scanning It All
Have you ever unlocked your phone 

just by looking at it? If so, you have 

used facial recognition software. It is 

also used at several U.S. airports to 

improve security screenings.

The technology is even starting to 

pop up in schools. Several schools 

around the U.S. reportedly use facial 

recognition systems to scan kids and 

adults. That includes schools in 

Missouri, Texas, and Oklahoma. 

Officials say the technology is used to 

spot people who are not supposed to 

be at school.

A controversy erupted last year in 

Lockport, New York. The school 

district there planned to use a facial 

recognition system. But some parents 

and state lawmakers opposed the 

plan. They said the technology could 

endanger students’ privacy. Groups 

that work to protect Americans’ basic 

freedoms are also concerned about 

using the technology in schools. 

Americans’ basic freedoms are 

known as civil liberties. The groups 

worry that kids will come to accept 

and expect that authorities will  

monitor everything they do.

Crime Fighter?
The debate over facial recognition gets 

even more heated when it comes to law 

enforcement using the technology. A 

2016 study found that at least a quarter 

of state and local police departments are 

able to run facial recognition searches. 

Many departments say the tech lets 

them track down suspects much faster 

than traditional methods do.

How does that work? Typically, police 

upload an image of a suspect to a 

computer that has facial recognition 

software. (The photo could come from 

a store security camera or from a 

phone.) The software scans the image. 

Then it compares the image with ones in 

police databases. The databases include 

images of people who were previously 

arrested. Many states also let police use 

the software to compare a suspect’s 

image to driver’s license photos.

The technology can search through 

millions of images in seconds. Police 

say this saves them valuable time. 

Authorities say that in New York City 

alone, it led to nearly 1,000 

Facial recognition software 
for law enforcement on 
display at a tech conference 

Americans must 
decide how much 

privacy we are 
willing to give 

up in order 
to feel secure.
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arrests last year. In other places, facial 

recognition software has helped police 

catch suspected jewel thieves. It has 

also helped them catch a mass shooter, 

among others.

Flawed Technology?
Yet facial recognition technology is far 

from perfect. For example, it has been 

shown to make significantly more 

mistakes when attempting to identify 

people of color and women.

Why? The people who developed 

facial recognition systems typically 

used photo databases that contained 

more images of white men than of 

women and people of color.

“People who created [the software] 

didn’t notice because they were mostly 

white men,” says Meredith Broussard. 

She is an artificial intelligence expert  

at New York University. Broussard  

says that the software’s shortcomings 

could lead to innocent people being 

misidentified and arrested.

A Threat to Our Voices?
The accuracy of facial recognition 

technology may improve. But some 

people would still have serious concerns 

about authorities using it. Groups that 

defend civil liberties say that police 

could use the technology to identify 

anyone who is out in public at any time, 

even if what a person is doing is legal. 

According to the 2016 study, some cities 

are moving to use systems that do that, 

including Chicago and Los Angeles. 

Those cities’ officials claim that the 

systems help them find crime suspects.

Being constantly monitored by the 

police poses a threat to our basic 

freedoms, civil liberties advocates 

claim. They say Americans may be less 

likely to engage in free speech if they 

know that they are being watched.

For example, the police could use 

facial recognition to identify protesters. 

That could make people afraid to 

openly object to government policies. 

(Speaking out in this way is a right 

protected by the First Amendment to 

the U.S. Constitution.)

Calls for Regulation
Many Americans say police 

departments, companies, and schools 

must be more upfront about how they 

are using facial recognition. Some 

U.S. lawmakers have proposed bills  

to help regulate use of the technology. 

But none have yet become law. Even 

some major technology companies 

that develop facial recognition 

software worry that the industry is 

growing too quickly. And they worry  

it has too few rules to govern it.

Microsoft’s president, Brad Smith, 

wrote about that in 2018. “If we move 

too fast with facial recognition,” he 

wrote, “we may find that people’s 

fundamental rights are being 

broken.” ◆

Write About It! Would you be in 
favor of facial recognition technology 
being used in your town or school? 
Write an essay that argues your point 
of view. Be sure to support your 
argument with reasons and evidence. 

How Facial Recognition Works

1. CAPTURING
A camera collects  

an image of a person’s 
face. Cameras may be 
mounted on buildings 

or in public places.

2. EXTRACTING
Software identifies 

facial features in the 
image, then creates a 
unique facial profile 
for that individual.

3. COMPARING
The facial profile 
is compared with 

millions of existing 
profiles stored 
in a database.

4. MATCHING
If the software finds

a likely match, it 
flags the image. 

The person may have 
been identified.

People may be less likely to engage
 in free speech if they know 

they are being watched and tracked.
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Refer to the article on pages 14-16 to respond to the questions below. Include evidence 
from the text that supports your responses.

Close-Reading Questions: 
Are You Being Watched?

 1. What are at least three examples of how facial recognition technology is being used?

 2. Summarize the privacy concerns about facial recognition technology expressed in the article.

 3. Why is facial recognition technology less likely to accurately identify women and people of color?



DANCE 7TH/8TH GRADE WORK AT HOME 
Wk 3_3/30-4/3 
 
 
Assignment #1_Tuesday 3/31 
Perform  our plies w/curves warm-up sequence below and list 3 dance concepts used when you 
are performing the movement sequences. Be specific on what movement you are performing 
when you list your dance concepts: 
a. Movement = 
    Dance concept= 
b. Movement = 
    Dance concept= 
c. Movement = 
    Dance concept= 
 
Standing Warm-up Sequence; Plies w/curves: 
Begin in parallel first position. 
*4 demi plies. 
*Spinal curl forward using upper body, then bring spine/upper body to neutral (straight) 
bringing arms to reach up direction. Drop arms to swing them down in front of torso as they 
cross and swing them up to repeat one more time, finishing with arms down by side of body. 
(complete 4 curls forward w/arms). 
*4 demi plies. 
*Spinal curl Right side using upper body (keep shoulders open/wide chest and lead with top of 
the head), while reaching left arm up direction as you focus on your finger tips. Bring upper 
body to neutral/straight. Spinal curl left side using upper body (keep shoulders open/wide chest 
and lead with top of the head), while reaching right arm up direction as you focus on your 
finger tips. Bring upper body to neutral/straight. (Complete 4 side curls w/ arms; R,L, R, L) 
*4 demi plies. 
*Reach down with both arms to circle them back (arc upper back, keeping chest open and focus 
in upward diagnol), up, forward directions finishing by your sides. 
Demi plie and 2 shoulder shrugs. (Complete 4 times). 
 
Assignment #2_Wednesday_4/01 
Tiny poem:  
1. You will write a 20 word poem (no more or less).  
2. You must include the following 2 words: 
Dance 
Laugh 
 
 
 
 
 



 
Assignment #3_Thursday 4/02 
1. Write down your words or phrase you are using for your solo phrase for the bully project.   
2. Work, organize, practice your phrase. 
3. Document your dance phrase:  
 

1. Write it down in sequential order (start from beginning to end of phrase) 
What movements skills/actions are you performing and what dance concepts are you 
using to change those actions to make your dancing new and interesting? 

 
2. Optional: Video tape you performing your dance phrase and email it/text it to    

tami.mcqueen@ablecharter.com or text to 949-306-4524.  
  
 


