
English III Week 3: 03/30-04/03 
 
Instructions:  
Read each of the following articles listed below and respond to all of the text-dependent and 
discussion questions from each piece. Next, read the following fables by Aesop, Fontaine, and 
Thurber and provide a brief analysis behind the significance of the theme/moral of the story. 
Lastly, produce a reflection letter capturing your thoughts and ideas based on what went on 
this week. The deadline for all assignments is this Friday, 04/03; if you are turning in your work 
online there are submission boxes for each assignment this week; if you are submitting your 
work in person, please make sure to drop that off at the ABLE main office no later than Friday. 
For any questions or concerns, please contact me via email and I’ll respond as soon as possible.  
 
Readings for this Week:  

- Learning to Read by Francis Ellen Watkins Harper  
- Herd Behavior by CommonLit Staff 
- The Ten Commandments by Unknown  
- The Wolf in Sheep’s Clothing, The Fox and the Lion, The Fox and the Crow by Aesop  
- The Wolf and the Lamb, The Animals Seized with the Plague by Jean de La Fontaine  
- The Crow and the Scarecrow by James Thurber  

 
Response Guidelines for Learning to Read, Herd Behavior, and The Ten Commandments:  

x For multiple-choice questions, only identify your correct answer (Ex: 1. A, 2. B, etc.) 
there is no need to provide a brief explanation for any multiple-choice questions.  

x For written responses, produce a complete paragraph (5-sentence minimum) and 
provide 1-piece of textual evidence to support your reasoning for questions that require 
you to cite evidence; if not, no textual evidence is required for that given question.  

x For each discussion question, produce a brief response (3-sentence minimum) and 
provide 1-piece of textual evidence to support your reasoning for questions that require 
you to cite evidence; if not, no textual evidence is required for that given question. 

 
Fable Assignment:  
Read the lecture notes, analyze the fables, and complete Part A and B on the assessment page. 
 
Friday’s Assignment - Reflection Letter: 
In 2-complete paragraphs (10-sentence minimum) produce a letter where you reflect over what 
happened this week. Anything different from the past 2-weeks? Any updates? How do you feel? 
 
Pacing Guide:  
Monday 03/30 - Learning to Read, Text Dependent and Discussion Questions (TD&DQ) 
Tuesday 03/31 - Herd Behavior and The Ten Commandments, TD&DQ 
Wednesday 04/01 - Lecture Notes: Reading and Assessment, Fables by Aesop  
Thursday 04/02 - Lecture Notes: Reading and Assessment, Fables by La Fontaine and Thurber  
Friday 04/03 - Multiple Paragraph Response: Reflection Letter  



Name: Class:

"Slaves" by elycefeliz is licensed under CC BY-NC-ND 2.0

Learning to Read
By Francis Ellen Watkins Harper

1872

Frances Ellen Watkins Harper (1825-1911) was the child of free African-American parents. She attended the
Academy for Negro Youth until she was 13 years old. In her adult life, Harper helped slaves escape through
the Underground Railroad (a network of routes and safe houses used by slaves in the 19th century) and
wrote for anti-slavery newspapers. As you read, take notes on the obstacles the students face while learning
to read.

Very soon the Yankee1 teachers
Came down and set up school;

But, oh! how the Rebs2 did hate it,—
It was agin’ their rule.

Our masters always tried to hide
Book learning from our eyes;

Knowledge didn’t agree with slavery—
‘Twould make us all too wise.

But some of us would try to steal
A little from the book,

And put the words together,
And learn by hook or crook.

I remember Uncle Caldwell,
Who took pot-liquor fat

And greased the pages of his book,
And hid it in his hat.

And had his master ever seen
The leaves up on his head,

He’d have thought them greasy papers,
But nothing to be read.

And there was Mr. Turner’s Ben,
Who heard the children spell,

And picked the words right up by heart,
And learned to read ‘em well.

[1]

[5]

[10]

[15]

[20]

1. "Yankees" are people from the northern Union states. During the Civil War, Union states fought against Confederate
states.

2. "Rebs" is short for "rebels." The term refers to Confederate sympathizers, who, during the Civil War, fought to
maintain Southern society (including slavery).
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Learning to Read by Francis Ellen Watkins Harper is in the public domain.

Well, the Northern folks kept sending
The Yankee teachers down;

And they stood right up and helped us,
Though Rebs did sneer and frown.

And, I longed to read my Bible,
For precious words it said;

But when I begun to learn it,
Folks just shook their heads,

And said there is no use trying,
Oh! Chloe, you’re too late;

But as I was rising sixty,
I had no time to wait.

So I got a pair of glasses,
And straight to work I went,

And never stopped till I could read
The hymns and Testament.3

Then I got a little cabin—
A place to call my own—

And I felt as independent
As the queen upon her throne.

[25]

[30]

[35]

[40]

3. The Christian Bible is divided into two sections, the New and Old Testament.
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Text-Dependent Questions
Directions: For the following questions, choose the best answer or respond in complete sentences.

1. Which of the following best summarizes the action of this poem?

A. A woman reMects on her childhood when she was denied the right to an
education. She describes the great risks that she and other slaves took in order
to learn.

B. A speaker, who was once a slave, describes how she managed to escape so that
she could attend school in the North.

C. The narrator, a slave holder, describes her childhood growing up on a plantation
in the South.

D. The speaker, a former slave, describes the extreme brutality she experienced
under the hand of Mr. Turner, the slave master.

2. PART A: Which of the following best describes the author’s most likely purpose for writing
this poem?

A. To warn other slaves about certain dangerous escape routes
B. To teach other slaves how to avoid getting caught with papers and books
C. To spread awareness about the injustices of slavery and the beneLts of

education
D. To incite a rebellion against Mr. Turner and other slave holders

3. PART B: Choose a quote from the passage that best supports your answer to Part A.

A. “And put the words together, and learn by hook or crook.”
B. “He’d have thought them greasy papers, but nothing to be read.”
C. “Then I got a little cabin, a place to call my own.”
D. “Knowledge didn’t agree with slavery – T’would make us all too wise.”

4. In line 9, what is the eNect of the word “steal” on the overall message of the poem? Why did
the poet choose to use this word? Explain your answer.
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5. Who is Mr. Turner’s Ben, and how did he learn how to read? Support your answer with
evidence from the text.

6. PART A: Which of the following best describes the speaker’s feeling about eventually
learning how to read?

A. The speaker feels scared that the slave masters will Lnd out and hurt her.
B. The speaker feels powerful because she can access knowledge on her own.
C. The speaker feels unsure about how education will aNect her future.
D. The speaker feels resentful toward the Yankees that set up schools.

7. PART B: Which of the following quotes from the poem best supports your answer to Part A?

A. “Our masters always tried to hide / Book learning from our eyes” (line 5-6)
B. “They stood right up and helped us / Though the Rebs did sneer and frown.”

(line 26-27)
C. “But when I began to learn it/ Folks just shook their head.” (line 31-32)
D. “The queen upon her throne.” (line 44)

8. PART A: Which of the following best describes the poem’s rhyme scheme?

A. The poem is written in free verse. It does not follow a pattern.
B. The poem follows a pattern in the Lrst half, then breaks the pattern in the

second half.
C. The poem has an ABCB rhyme scheme. This pattern exists through the whole

poem.
D. The poem has an ABAC ACBA rhyme scheme.

9. PART B: Which of the following best describes the eNect of the rhythm and rhyme on the
poem’s overall meaning?

A. The rhythm and rhyme give the poem a sing-songy tone, which matches the
poem’s not-so-serious message.

B. The rhythm and rhyme scheme contribute to the poem’s serious, scary tone,
which emphasizes the fear that the slaves felt when they were trying to hide
books from their slave masters.

C. The rhythm and rhyme scheme is upbeat and contributes to the poem’s positive
message about self-empowerment, ingenuity, and independence.

D. Both B and C
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Discussion Questions
Directions: Brainstorm your answers to the following questions in the space provided. Be prepared to
share your original ideas in a class discussion.

1. Why didn’t the masters want to slaves to have knowledge? Explain your answer. Cite
evidence from the text to support your answer.

2. What is the relationship between literacy (knowing how to read) and power?

3. What does this text teach us about prejudice and discrimination, education, and social
mobility? Explain your answer.

5



Name: Class:

"Herd of Goats" by Unknown is in the public domain.

Herd Behavior
By CommonLit StaF

2014

“Herd behavior” is a term used to describe the tendency of individuals to think and act as a group. As you
read, take notes on the causes of herd behavior.

Background

The term “herd behavior” comes from the
behavior of animals in herds, particularly when
they are in a dangerous situation such as
escaping a predator. All of the animals band
closely together in a group and, in panic mode,
move together as a unit. It is very unusual for a
member of the herd to stray from the movement
of the unit.

The term also applies to human behavior, and it
usually describes large numbers of people acting
the same way at the same time. It often has a
connotation1 of irrationality, as people’s actions
are driven by emotion rather than by thinking through a situation. Human herd behavior can be
observed at large-scale demonstrations, riots, strikes, religious gatherings, sports events, and
outbreaks of mob violence. When herd behavior sets in, an individual person’s judgment and opinion-
forming process shut down as he or she automatically follows the group’s movement and behavior.

Examples of Herd Behavior

Herd behavior in humans is frequently observed at times of danger and panic; for example, a Cre in a
building often causes herd behavior, with people often suspending their individual reasoning and
Deeing together in a pack. People in a crisis that requires escape will attempt to move faster than
normal, copy the actions of others, interact physically with each other, and ignore alternative strategies
in favor of following the mass escape trend.

Another commonly cited example of human herd behavior is the phenomenon of stock market
bubbles. Large stock market trends often begin and end with a mass frenzy of buying (bubbles) or
selling (crashes). Many observers see these stock market trends as examples of herding behavior
because individuals are driven by emotion rather than reason to “join the crowd”; greed drives mass
buying frenzies, and fear drives crashes.

[1]

1. Connotation (noun): an idea or quality that a word expresses in addition to its meaning
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“Herd Behavior” by CommonLit © 2014 is licensed under CC BY-NC-SA 2.0.

Behavior in Crowds

A more obvious example of human herd behavior occurs in dense public crowds or mobs. Crowds that
gather because of a grievance or protest can involve herding behavior that becomes violent.
Psychologists posit that a “group mind” can overtake a mob and embolden people to act in ways they
would not individually, increasing the likelihood that situations become violent.

Sporting events can also create herd behavior on a violent scale. The football hooliganism prevalent in
Europe in the 1980s is a well-known example of sports-related herding behavior and violence.
Overzealous fans of football teams often engaged in unruly or destructive behavior in the name of
supporting their team and intimidating the rival team, to the extent that people involved could be
badly injured or even killed.

Some historians believe that Adolf Hitler purposefully took advantage of herd behavior psychology by
planting a signiCcant number of undercover German oEcers in the crowds at his speeches. These
oEcers would enthusiastically cheer for Hitler, and the rest of the crowd followed suit, making it seem
as if the entire crowd supported Hitler. These speeches would then be broadcast to a larger public
audience, magnifying the eFect.

Everyday Decision-Making

Herd behavior does not always have such harmful eFects; it can be inDuential in people’s everyday,
simple decisions. For example, suppose that a family is walking down the street looking for a
restaurant to have dinner. If they pass a restaurant that is empty and one that is relatively crowded
with patrons, they are far more likely to choose the crowded one, on the assumption that it’s better
because there are more people there. Herding can be subtle in this way; it simply involves people’s
tendency to follow a crowd rather than carve out an individual path in many situations.

[5]
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Text-Dependent Questions
Directions: For the following questions, choose the best answer or respond in complete sentences.

1. PART A: Which of the following best summarizes the central idea of the text?

A. Even when acting alone, humans are not as advanced as we would like to think.
B. Herd behavior suggests that there are limits to human beings’ free will.
C. The actions of a large group can greatly inDuence an individual’s decisions.
D. Crowds always become violent and chaotic when individuals begin to panic.

2. PART B: Which of the following quotes best supports the answer to Part A?

A. “All of the animals band closely together in a group and, in panic mode, move
together as a unit” (Paragraph 1)

B. “When herd behavior sets in, an individual person’s judgment and opinion-
forming process shut down” (Paragraph 2)

C. “Herd behavior in humans is frequently observed at times of danger and panic;
for example, a Cre in a building” (Paragraph 3)

D. “suppose that a family is walking down the street looking for a restaurant to
have dinner” (Paragraph 8)

3. Which statement best describes the relationship between the stock market and herd
behavior?

A. Stock market employees work in a constant state of anxiety, much like herding
animals.

B. Herd behavior contributes to stock market surges and crashes because it
compels stockbrokers to act on emotion rather than reason.

C. Both herd behavior and the stock market are motivated mainly by greed, which
prevents people from using logic and reason.

D. Stock market bubbles and crashes are sometimes caused by herd behavior but
are most often caused by fear.

4. Why does the author likely include the Cnal section titled “Everyday Decision-Making” in the
article?

A. to show how not every case of herd behavior is necessarily negative or violent
B. to show that herd behavior also occurs in smaller groups
C. to demonstrate how herd behavior allows individuals to avoid risks
D. to acknowledge that herd behavior is a problem that everyone faces

3



5. How does paragraph 7 contribute to the development of ideas in the article?

4



Discussion Questions
Directions: Brainstorm your answers to the following questions in the space provided. Be prepared to
share your original ideas in a class discussion.

1. Think of a real-life example you have seen of herd behavior. What do you think caused the
people in your example to think or act as a group? Do you remember seeing anyone who
chose to do something diFerent from the rest of the group?

2. Think of a movie or a book in which someone has to stand up to a group. Why does this
character refuse to follow along and engage in herd behavior? In other words, what makes
this character diFerent? What would you have done if you were in this character’s shoes?

5



Name: Class:

"Austin State Capitol" by O)ce of the Attorney General of Texas is

in the public domain.

The Ten Commandments
The Ten Commandments are a set of Biblical principles relating to ethics (right vs. wrong) and worship that

play a central role in Christianity and Judaism. The Ten Commandments appear twice in the Bible in the

books Exodus and Deuteronomy. As you read, take notes on the values and priorities the commandments

teach.

And God spoke all these words:

“I am the Lord your God, who brought you out of
Egypt, out of the land of slavery.

You shall have no other gods before me.

You shall not make for yourself an image in the
form of anything in heaven above or on the earth
beneath or in the waters below. You shall not
bow down to them or worship1 them; for I, the
Lord your God, am a jealous God, punishing the
children for the sin of the parents to the third and
fourth generation of those who hate me, but showing love to a thousand generations of those who
love me and keep my commandments.

You shall not misuse the name of the Lord your God, for the Lord will not hold anyone guiltless who
misuses his name.

Remember the Sabbath2 day by keeping it holy. Six days you shall labor and do all your work, but the
seventh day is a Sabbath to the Lord your God. On it you shall not do any work, neither you, nor your
son or daughter, nor your male or female servant, nor your animals, nor any foreigner residing in your
towns. For in six days the Lord made the heavens and the earth, the sea, and all that is in them, but he
rested on the seventh day. Therefore the Lord blessed the Sabbath day and made it holy.

Honor your father and your mother, so that you may live long in the land the Lord your God is giving
you.

You shall not murder.

You shall not commit adultery.

You shall not steal.

You shall not give false testimony3 against your neighbor.

[1]

[5]

[10]

1. Worship (verb): to honor a god or other deity
2. Sabbath is the seventh day of the week, considered a holy day of rest.
3. "False testimony" refers to a lie.

1



The Ten Commandments by Unknown is in the public domain.

You shall not covet4 your neighbor’s house. You shall not covet your neighbor’s wife, or his male or
female servant, his ox or donkey, or anything that belongs to your neighbor.”

When the people saw the thunder and lightning and heard the trumpet and saw the mountain in
smoke, they trembled with fear. They stayed at a distance and said to Moses,5 “Speak to us yourself
and we will listen. But do not have God speak to us or we will die.”

Moses said to the people, “Do not be afraid. God has come to test you, so that the fear of God will be
with you to keep you from sinning.”

The people remained at a distance, while Moses approached the thick darkness where God was.[15]

4. Covet (verb): to desire or want to possess something
5. Moses is a major prophet in many religions, pertaining mostly to Judaism and Christianity. According to the Book of

Exodus, Moses led the Hebrew people out of Egypt and to the Promised Land.

2



[RI.3]

[RI.2][RI.5]

[RI.2][RI.3]

[RI.2][RI.3]

Text-Dependent Questions
Directions: For the following questions, choose the best answer or respond in complete sentences.

1. How does the speaker describe God and the relationship with His followers?
A. The speaker (God) describes Himself as a jealous god who will either punish or

reward generations depending on if they follow His commandments.
B. The speaker describes God as jealous and unpredictable, and that the best

chance one has is to follow His commandments, despite it not being a
guarantee of salvation.

C. The speaker (God) describes Himself as merciful and forgiving of his people,
even when they break or forget his commandments.

D. The speaker describes God all-knowing and all-powerful, lurking in the darkness;
yet the people are not frightened of Him and choose to follow God.

2. Which of the following statements best summarizes the Erst three
commandments?

A. The Erst three commandments diGer from the rest because they include
punishments if not followed.

B. The Erst three commandments all discuss the power and jealousy of God.
C. The Erst three commandments all pertain to how to worship and honor God

properly.
D. The Erst three commandments diGer from the rest because they discuss the

image of God and How he must be portrayed in speech and art.

3. Why were the Israelites commanded not to work on a certain day?
A. The Israelites were instructed not to work on the Sabbath, because God had a

strong preference for worship over work.
B. The Israelites were instructed not to work on the Sabbath, the day dedicated to

only worship.
C. The Israelites were instructed not to work on the Sabbath because to do so

would be to claim to be better than God, who rested on the seventh day.
D. The Israelites were instructed not to work on the Sabbath, the seventh day,

reFecting God’s rest after six days of creation.

4. Do the Ten Commandments generally require people to take action or refrain
from certain actions?

3



[RI.6]5. At the end of the passage, what do the Israelites’ reactions to the commandments
reveal about how they view God?

A. They are willing to follow His commandments; however, they clearly fear Him for
they keep their distance.

B. They are only willing to speak to God through Moses, indicating that they
actually worship the prophet more than God.

C. They keep their distance from Moses and God (in the mountain), revealing that
they are not likely to keep the commandments.

D. They happily promise to keep his Commandments, though they keep their
distance so as to avoid having the fear of God put in them.

4



Discussion Questions
Directions: Brainstorm your answers to the following questions in the space provided. Be prepared to
share your original ideas in a class discussion.

1. Some of our modern laws have similar principles to those found in the Ten
Commandments. What elements of the Ten Commandments inFuence modern law?

2. Are there some commandments that are less relevant in modern times? Explain your
answer.

3. How do moral codes emerge? Does every society need a written moral code? Explain your
answer.

4. In the context of this passage, what is “good” and “bad” and how do cultures decide this?
Use evidence from this text, your own experience, and other art or literature in your
answer.

5



Animal Farm by George Orwell 
Lecture Notes: Fable 

 

 

 

Term Definition 
Dictionary entry according to Merriam-Webster  
 
fable   noun  

a fictitious narrative or statement: such as  

 a: a legendary story of supernatural happenings 

  //Minerva is in fables said, from Jove without a mother to proceed// 

 b: a narration intended to enforce a useful truth,  

especially: one in which animals speak and act like human beings.  

  //The theme of the fable was the folly of human vanity// 

 c: FALSEHOOD, LIE  

  //The story that he won the battle single-handedly is a mere fable.  

 

The word fable is derived from the Latin word fibula, which means “a story,” and a derivative of 
the word fari, which means “to speak.” Fable is a literary device that can be defined as a 

concise and brief story indented to provide a moral lesson at the end. In literature, it is 

described as a didactic lesson given through some sort of animal story. In prose and verse, a 

fable is described through plans, animals, forces, of nature, and inanimate objects by giving 

them human attributes wherein they demonstrate a moral lesson at the end.  

 

 

Features of a Fable 
 

- A fable is intended to provide a moral story. 

- Fables often use animals as the main characters.  

- Fables personify the animal characters; they are presented with anthropomorphic 

(human-like) characteristics, such as the ability to speak and to reason.  

 

 

Function of Fable 
 

The purpose of writing fables is to convey a moral lesson and message. Fables also give readers 

a chance to laugh at the follies of human beings, and they can be employed for the objective of 

parody and criticism. They are very helpful in teaching children good lessons based on 

examples; however, in literature, fables are used for didactic (instructive and educational) 

purposes at a much broader level. Fables are written to be interpreted as learning lessons.   

 

 



Examples 
 

#1. The Rime of the Ancient Mariner (By S.T. Coleridge)  

 

 First Voice 
 “But tell me, tell me! speak again,  
 Thy soft response renewing -  

 What makes that ship drive on so fast? 

 What is the ocean doing?”  
 

 Second Voice 
 “Still as a slave before his lord,  
 The ocean hath no blast...  

 Up to the moon is cast --…  
 See! see! (I cried) she tacks no more…  
  

 “Without a breeze, without a tide,  
 She steadies with upright keel!”  
 

The voices in this poem explain the moving ship without waves and wind. There is a 

supernatural force at work. This literary piece is one of the well-written fable examples that 

teach about penance, redemption, and sin. The killing of a bird symbolized the original sin.  

 
 
#2. Gulliver’s Travels (By Jonathan Swift)  

 

“I attempted to rise, but was not able to stir: for, as I happened to lie on my back, I 

found my arms and legs were strongly fastened on each side to the ground; and my hair, 

which was long and thick, tied down in the same manner 

… In a little time I felt something alive moving on my left leg, which advancing gently 

forward over my breast, came almost up to my chin…”  
 

Gulliver’s Travels is a mixture of political allegory, a morale fable, a mock utopia, and social 
anatomy. In this excerpt, Captain Gulliver reaches an unknown place among strange creatures 

who speak a strange language. This is a type of modern fable intended to satirize political vices.  

 

 

Fable in relation to George Orwell’s Animal Farm  
 
George Orwell wrote Animal Farm to tell a cautionary tale about communism using the Russian 

Revolution as a backdrop. Orwell plays on this in his parody and he also extends the concept of 

anthropomorphism by having some of his characters become more and more like humans. The 

reader can infer and assume that the story told in Animal Farm is universal, with implications 

for every culture, country, or community and that it will be easily understood by everyone.  



Various Fables (Aesop, La Fontaine, Thurber) 
 

The Wolf in Sheep’s Clothing by Aesop  
 

A certain Wolf could not get enough to eat because of the watchfulness of the 

Shepherds. But one night he found a sheep skin that had been cast aside and forgotten. The 

next day, dressed in the skin, the Wolf strolled into the pasture with the Sheep. Soon a little 

Lamb was following him about and was quickly led away to slaughter. 

 

That evening the Wolf entered the fold with the flock. But it happened that the 

Shepherd took a fancy for mutton broth that very evening, and, picking up a knife, went to the 

fold. There the first he laid hands on and killed was the Wolf. 

 

 

 

 The Fox and the Lion by Aesop 
 

A very young Fox, who had never before seen a Lion, happened to meet one in the 

forest. A single look was enough to send the Fox off at top speed for the nearest hiding place. 

 

The second time the Fox saw the Lion he stopped behind a tree to look at him a 

moment before slinking away. But the third time, the Fox went boldly up to the Lion and, 

without turning a hair, said, "Hello, there, old top." 

 

 

 

The Fox and the Crow by Aesop 
 

One bright morning as the Fox was following his sharp nose through the wood in search 

of a bite to eat, he saw a Crow on the limb of a tree overhead. This was by no means the first 

Crow the Fox had ever seen. What caught his attention this time and made him stop for a 

second look, was that the lucky Crow held a bit of cheese in her beak. 

 

"No need to search any farther," thought sly Master Fox. "Here is a dainty bite for my 

breakfast." 

 

Up he trotted to the foot of the tree in which the Crow was sitting, and looking up 

admiringly, he cried, "Good-morning, beautiful creature!" 

 

The Crow, her head cocked on one side, watched the Fox suspiciously. But she kept her 

beak tightly closed on the cheese and did not return his greeting. 

 



"What a charming creature she is!" said the Fox. "How her feathers shine! What a 

beautiful form and what splendid wings! Such a wonderful Bird should have a very lovely voice, 

since everything else about her is so perfect. Could she sing just one song, I know I should hail 

her Queen of Birds." 

 

Listening to these flattering words, the Crow forgot all her suspicion, and also her 

breakfast. She wanted very much to be called Queen of Birds. So she opened her beak wide to 

utter her loudest caw, and down fell the cheese straight into the Fox's open mouth. 

 

"Thank you," said Master Fox sweetly, as he walked off. "Though it is cracked, you have 

a voice sure enough. But where are your wits?" 

 

 

 

The Wolf and the Lamb by Jean de La Fontaine 

The reason of those best able to have their way is always the best: 

We now show how this is true. 

A lamb was quenching its thirst 

In the water of a pure stream. 

A fasting wolf came by, looking for something; 

He was attracted by hunger to this place. 

—What makes you so bold as to meddle with my drinking? 

Said this animal, very angry. 

You will be punished for your boldness. 

—Sir, answered the lamb, let Your Majesty 

Not put himself into a rage; 

But rather, let him consider 

That I am taking a drink of water 

In the stream. More than twenty steps below him; 

And that, consequently, in no way, 

Am I troubling his supply. 

—You do trouble it, answered the cruel beast. 

And I know you said bad things of me last year. 

—How could I do that when I wasn’t born, 
Answered the lamb; I am still at my mother’s breast. 
—If it wasn’t you, then it was your brother. 
—I haven’t a brother. —It was then someone close to you; 

For you have no sympathy for me, 

You, your shepherds and your dogs. 

I have been told of this. I have to make things even. 

Saying this, into the woods 

The wolf carries the lamb, and then eats him 

Without any other why or wherefore. 



The Animals Seized with the Plague by Jean de La Fontaine 

 

An evil that spreads terror round, 

An evil heaven in fury found, 

 

To scourge the crimes of nations lost to shame;  

The plague—since we must call it by its name,  

That in a day can glut the throat of hell, 

Made war on animals, and sick they fell. 

 

All did not die, but all were struck with death,  

And no one cared to hold the parting breath. 

Careless, and ready to expire, 

 

       No dish excited their desire; 

       The wolf and fox no longer stray, 

       To seize the mild and harmless prey;  

       The turtles fled each other, coy.; 

       No more love was then, nor joy. 

 

"Dear friends," the lion, holding council, cries, 

" This scourge, I fear, must from our crimes arise;  

Let then the blackest of us all in vice 

Self-offered, straight to heavenly vengeance fall, 

 

       Which may bring health again to all.  

We learn from history, some nobly great,  

Thus freely died to save a falling state: 

Then let us all, without disguise, begin 

To view the state our consciences are in.   

To satisfy my gluttony, I own 

 

         Many a sheep I've gobbled down: 

They, weak and harmless, never injured me;  

Nay, I have ate sometimes—in murder deeper— 

 

                      Their honest keeper. 

If need, I'll therefore now the victim be;  

But let me say that all, as well as I, 

Should spread their crimes before the councils eye,  

Because the guiltiest only ought to die."  

 

" Sire," cried the fox, " you are too good a king,  

Your doubts from too much delicacy spring.  



Eating mere mutton, worthless silly sheep, 

Is that a sin? Should that disturb your sleep?  

Far from your majesty these humble tones; 

You did them honour when you cracked their bones.  

 

As to the shepherd, were he here, I'd tell him 

He well deserved the evil that befell him ;  

As one of those who hold a fancied sway  

Over the beasts that are a common prey." 

Thus spoke the fox, while flattering peers stood round. 

 

           They did not therefore dare to sound  

The lesser crimes of chiefs assembled there, 

 

          Such as the tiger, wolf, and bear; 

The wrangling race, to curs of common kind, 

All passed for saints, as each explained his mind.  

The ass came in his turn, and thus did say: 

 

" I have some slight remembrance, that one day,  

Passing some meadows that to monks belong,  

Hunger was urgent, and the grass was new,  

 

Pushed on, I fancy, by some demon too, 

I cropped therein the bigness of my tongue;  

Since I must speak, I own that I was wrong." 

" Stop thief ! " they cried, and all the ass impeach.  

 

A lawyer-sort of wolf proved by a speech 

That they that cursed animal must kill, 

A scabbed wretch, the cause of all their ill.  

 

What dreadful crime! eat other people's grass!  

So for a hanging case they made it pass;  

Nothing but death could for the deed atone, 

 

       Which to the ass was quickly shown. 

According as you're feeble, or have might,  

High courts condemn you to be black or white. 

 

 

 

 

 



The Crow and the Scarecrow by James Thurber  

 

Once upon a farm an armada of crows descended like the wolf on the fold. They 

were after the seeds in the garden and the corn in the field. The crows posted sentinels, 

who warned them of the approach of the farmer, and they even had an undercover 

crow or two who mingled with the chickens in the barnyard and the pigeons on the roof, 

and found out the farmer's plans in advance. Thus they were able to raid the garden and 

the field when he was away, and they stayed hidden when he was at home. The farmer 

decided to build a scarecrow so terrifying it would scare the hateful crows to death 

when they got a good look at it. But the scarecrow, for all the work the farmer put in on 

it, didn't frighten even the youngest and most fluttery female. The marauders knew that 

the scarecrow was a suit of old clothes stuffed with straw and that what it held in its 

wooden hand was not a rifle but only a curtain rod. 

 

As more and more corn and more and more seeds disappeared, the farmer 

became more and more eager for vengeance. One night, he made himself up to look like 

a scarecrow and in the dark, for it was a moonless night, his son helped him to take the 

place of the scarecrow. This time, however, the hand that held the gun was not made of 

wood and the gun was not an unloaded curtain rod, but a double-barrelled 12-gauge 

Winchester. 

Dawn broke that morning with a sound like a thousand tin pans falling. This was 

the rebel yell of the crows coming down on field and garden like Jeb Stuart's cavalry. 

Now one of the young crows who had been out all night, drinking corn instead of eating 

it, suddenly went into a tailspin, plunged into a bucket of red paint that was standing 

near the barn, and burst into flames. 

 

The farmer was just about to blaze away at the squadron of crows with both 

barrels when the one that was on fire headed straight for him. The sight of a red crow, 

dripping what seemed to be blood, and flaring like a Halloween torch, gave the living 

scarecrow such a shock that he dropped dead in one beat less than the tick of a watch 

(which is the way we all want to go, mutatis, it need scarcely be said, mutandis). 

 

The next Sunday the parson preached a disconsolate sermon, denouncing drink, 

carryings on, adult delinquency, front page marriages, golf on Sunday, adultery, careless 

handling of firearms, and cruelty to our feathered friends. After the sermon, the dead 

farmer's wife explained to the preacher what had really happened, but he only shook his 

head and murmured skeptically, "Confused indeed would be the time in which the crow 

scares the scarecrow and becomes the scarescarecrow." 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Assessment 
 

Instructions: Once you have read the various fables by Aesop, Fontaine, and Thurber, carefully 

read the directions below to Part A and Part B and complete both of the assignments provided. 

 

 

Part A: Match the following morals/themes that are represented and addressed in each of the 

following fables and their according authors below. Once you have successfully matched the 

correct moral/theme with the appropriate story, list the correct letter next to the number.  

 

Fables:  

 

1. The Wolf and the Lamb by Jean de La Fontaine 

2. The Fox and the Lion by Aesop 

3. The Crow and the Scarecrow by James Thurber  

4. The Wolf in Sheep’s Clothing by Aesop  

5.The Animals Seized with the Plague by Jean de La Fontaine 

6. The Fox and the Crow by Aesop 

 

Morals/Themes: 

 

A. “All men kill the thing they hate, too, unless, of course, it kills them first.”  
B. “The evil doer often comes to harm though his own deceit.”  
C. “The flatterer lives at the expense of those who will listen to him” 

D. “Whether you’re powerful or weak, the court’s judgments will see you as white or black.”  
E. “Familiarity breeds contempt; acquaintance with evil blinds us to its dangers.” 

F. “The reason of the strong are always the best one”  
 

 

 

1.  ________     2.  ________     3.  ________     4.  ________     5.  ________     6.  ________ 
 
 
 
Part B: Once you are done reading all of the six fables listed above, provide a brief explanation 

for each fable where you address the following questions in your response. Your explanation 

for each fable must be a minimum of 3-complete sentences, but if you feel that you need to 

write more to address these questions, feel free to further elaborate. I encourage that you 

include examples in your response and review your work before making any final submissions.  

 

1. What is the story about? What’s happening and who is involved?  
2. What is the significance behind the moral/theme of the fable? What do we learn from it?  

3. How can these moral/thematic teachings be used and applied in real-world situations?   



HISTORY  

Mr. Newman 

 
Directions: Read the following passages concerning past epidemics in world history. Utilizing 
the three passages, pick one epidemic and create a diary entry as if you were alive during this 
time. Use at least two quotes from the passage you choose. The passage should be five 
hundred words if typed, or five paragraphs if handwritten.  

 

Option 2: Utilize your phone and create a news report as if you were covering one of the events 
provided. Feel free to incorporate friends and siblings in this report. Be creative. It should be 
four minutes long and cover the what, where, when, why, and affect it had on the world.  

 

Email me anytime if you need assistance.  
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NGPF Project Bank 
Checking #6 

Spanish version 

 

  ●  

 

Overdraft Fee Analysis 
 
Part I:  Review your resources 
First, review the overdraft fee chart provided here Overdraft Fees by Bank by NerdWallet.  
 
Also, some banks reorder your daily transactions by size, putting the largest transactions first and the smallest last, while 
others process transactions in the order they occur. Some checking accounts waive overdraft fees for ATM and/or debit 
transactions. You can find that information provided here Overdraft Practices by Bank by NerdWallet.  
 
Use both resources together in the exercise as follows.  
 
Part II:  Conduct mathematical analysis 
The Scenario:   

● When the day begins, Joshua has $116 in his checking account, and he has overdraft protection 
● Before school he buys his cousin a round trip bus fare for $4 using his debit card 
● He then uses the card to get gas in his car for $43 
● Once the banks open, a check he gave the school for his senior yearbook clears, and $75 comes out of his 

account 
● Joshua’s Netflix account subscription is automatically debited today, too, so another $10 leaves the account 
● After school he heads out with friends and uses his debit card to buy a $3 coffee 
● He sends a person-to-person payment of $15 to his Bryant for his share of dinner 
● Finally, he finishes out the day with some shopping to buy new soccer gear for $35 

 
 
 
 
 
Using the information provided by NerdWallet in BOTH charts, determine how much Joshua would pay in overdraft 
fees at each bank: 
 

A. Citibank 
B. HSBC Bank 
C. Regions Bank 
D. SunTrust 
E. TD Bank 
F. Wells Fargo 

 
Guidelines: 
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❏ You can use Google Spreadsheet, Microsoft Excel, another program, or do your work by hand neatly 
❏ Regardless of which tool you use, present your work in a clear and easy to follow fashion 
❏ Be sure to use BOTH NerdWallet charts for each bank.  

 
 
Part III:  What are the results?  

1. How much did Joshua spend on actual purchases throughout the course of the day?  

 
 

 
2. What was his ending balance at the day’s end?  

 
 

 
3. How much did he pay in overdraft fees with each bank? 

 
a. Citibank 

 
 

 
b. HSBC Bank 

 
 

 
c. Regions Bank 

 
 

 
d. SunTrust 

 
 

 
e. TD Bank 

 
 

 
f. Wells Fargo 

 
 

 
 

4. What advice would you give to Joshua?  
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Part IV: Analyze the bigger picture 

5. How does whether a bank reorders transactions impact the cost of overdraft fees?  

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

6. If you were selecting a checking account and reviewing account agreements to see which is the best fit for you, 
which factor matters more -- the size of the overdraft fee or the maximum number of overdraft fees charged per 
day? Explain your thinking. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

7. Why do you think the banks have such widely varying policies on overdraft fees?  

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

8. After seeing the wide range of results in Question 3 above, why would anyone select a bank that has 
unfavorable overdraft policies?  
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NGPF Activity Bank 
Checking 

 

CALCULATE: Reconcile Your Checkbook 
To reconcile your checkbook, you need three things:  
 

● Check Register - what you use to keep track of your transactions 
● Bank Statement - the bank’s accounting of your transactions 
● Reconciliation Worksheet - how you identify the missing transactions between the two. 

 
Part I: Follow the steps below to solve the following riddle:  

 
What is the ACTUAL Balance in my Checking Account? Why is knowing this important?   

 
1. Match the checkbook register (page 2) up with the bank statement (page 3). If a transaction that is on the 

Checkbook Register appears in the Bank Account Statement, check it off in the Checkbook Register (in the 
checkmark column). This will help you determine if there are transactions in your Checkbook Register that are 
not in the Bank Account Statement. (For example, maybe you wrote a check to a friend and they have not 
cashed it so it doesn’t show up on your bank statement.) 

   
2. If a transaction appears in the Bank Account Statement that is NOT in your Checkbook Register, be sure to add it 

to your Checkbook Register (as long as it is legitimate!).   
 

3. If a transaction appears in the Check Register that is NOT in your Bank Account Statement, then list that 
transaction in the Checking Account Reconciliation Worksheet. 

 
4. How do you know when you are done? Your Checkbook Register Balance (last column) matches the Adjusted 

Ending Balance in your Checking Account Reconciliation Worksheet.   
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Sample Completed Checkbook Register  

 
 

❖ Teacher Tip: Access an editable version of this checkbook register here. 
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Sample Bank Account Statement 
MEMBER STATEMENT 
 

Your Credit Union 
Anyplace USA   

Page 1 of 1 

Thomas B. Anderson 
2063 Pleasant Road 
Anywhere, USA 12345 

Statement Closing Date 
September 30, 20XX 

 
 
PREMIUM SHARE DRAFT ACCOUNT 
 

 Beginning Balance on August 30, 20XX $ 500.00  

 Deposits and other additions +590.00  

 Checks paid and other subtractions      -122.88  

 
 

Trans 
Date Description Debits Credits New Balance 

 
8/30 Beginning balance     500.00 

9/01 Check No. 6801 55.63   444.37 

9/04 ACH: Payroll   235.00 679.37 

9/10 Check No. 6803 25.00   654.37 

9/17 ATM: Withdrawal S51491 6 15.50   638.87 

9/18 ACH: Payroll   355.00 993.87 

9/23 ACH: Energy Plus Utility 26.75   967.12 

9/30 Closing balance     967.12 
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Blank Reconciliation Worksheet   
  

  
OUTSTANDING CHECKS 
  

NUMBER AMOUNT 
  
  

  

  
  

  

  
  

  

  
  

  

  
  

  

  
  

  

  
  

  

  
  

  

  
  

  

TOTAL 
  

  
 

  
  
 

ENDING BALANCE SHOWN 
ON THIS STATEMENT     _______________ 

PLUS DEPOSITS 
NOT SHOWN ON THIS STATEMENT  _______________ 

SUB-TOTAL    _______________ 

LESS TOTAL OUTSTANDING CHECKS _______________ 

EQUALS ADJUSTED ENDING BALANCE  _______________ 

 
                                      
Adjusted ending balance shown above should agree with the 
balance shown in your checkbook register. 
  
 
Note: Be sure to deduct any charges, fees, or withdrawals shown 
on your statement (but not in your checkbook register) that may 
apply to your account. Also, be sure to add any dividends or any 
deposits shown on your statement (but not in your checkbook 
register) that apply to your account. 

 
 
Part II: Now that you’ve completed the process, you should be able to answer both of the following: 
 
 

5. What is the ACTUAL Balance in my Checking Account?  

 
 

 
6. Why is knowing this important?   

 

 



Review for Week 3 

Past… 

Given the following function  𝑓(𝑥) = 𝑥 − 6𝑥2 + 9𝑥, fill in the following and then sketch the graph  

REMEMBER…FACTOR FIRST, SET THOSE EQUAL TO ZERO AND SOLVE, KNOW THE HABIT OF EVEN/ODD 
FUNCTIONS. YOU MAY USE DESMOS TO HELP YOU FIND THE MAX AND MIN (IF THERE ARE ANY) YOU 
MUST SHOW ALL WORK!  

Even or Odd ________________ 

Domain ___________________ 

Range____________________ 

Zero’s ___________________           are any of the zero’s repeated? If so which one(s)_______________ 

End Behavior 

𝑥 → ∞, 𝑓(𝑥) →_______ 

𝑥 → −∞, 𝑓(𝑥) →_______ 

if any,  

Max___________    ___________ 

Min___________    ___________  

Increasing ________________________ 

Decreasing_______________________ 

     

 

Is the given function even or odd? 

a. 𝑓(𝑥) =  −2𝑥 − 3𝑥2 + 2               __________________ 
b. 𝑔(𝑥) =  4𝑥 − 4                            __________________ 

 

How many possible zero(s) would the following function have?  

c. ℎ(𝑥) = 𝑥2 − 2𝑥 + 1        ________________ 
d. 𝑘(𝑥) =  𝑥(𝑥 − 2)2(𝑥 + 4)  ________________ 

using the above problems where would the x-intercepts be? (this means to factor and/or Solve) these 
should be written as an ordered pair (x,0)  

c. ______________, _________________                      d. __________, ______________, ____________ 


