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The decision on reopening school has been made for us.  Rightly or wrongly, like it or not. 

 

Governor Newsom has announced that schools in San Joaquin County may reopen with students 

and staff on site when the county has been removed from the COVID-19 Watch List for fourteen 

(14) days.   

 

The watch list is maintained by the California Department of Public Health and is reviewed and 

updated regularly in consultation with the San Joaquin County Department of Public Health.  

San Joaquin County has been on the list since June 13. 

 

ABLE staff are busy preparing for distance learning which will begin on September 8, 2020, our 

traditional starting date the day after Labor Day. 

 

When San Joaquin County is removed from the Watch List we will use the fourteen days to 

prepare for traditional learning.  If the county remains off the Watch List for the required 

fourteen (14) days, ABLE will open its doors for traditional learning, but families will 

retain the option of receiving distance learning through the end of the first semester. 

 

We still need to hear from you so that we can plan for the logistics of offering both  

traditional learning and distance learning. 

 

School staff will continue to call families to determine each one’s preference.  Once we have 

it, we will double back to confirm everyone’s choice and offer more detailed information.  

If you have not yet been called by staff and are anxious about making your choice known, 

please contact the school: 

email Ablefeedback@ablecharter.com 

OR 

call 209-478-1600. 

 

In the meantime, here are some thoughts about each model with more detailed information to 

come. 

 

Notes regarding traditional learning for thinking ahead: 

• ABLE will continue to interact with health officials to ensure that best practices for 

health, safety, and sanitation on campus are in place for the return of school. 

• Students will be scanned for fever upon arrival; students with fever will be returned home 

with their parent. 

• Masks will be required.  It is best if families provide students with their own masks to 

ensure the best fit and provide for regular cleaning, but the school will provide masks if 

necessary. 
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• Social distancing will be employed to the extent possible along with all health and safety 

protocols. 

 

Notes regarding distance learning for thinking ahead: 

• Students will be required to make daily contact with instruction. 

• Students will be required to complete assignments. 

• There will not be the same leniency for disengagement as there was during the spring. 

• Students will have regular access to a teacher and school staff. 

• While we believe our spring distance learning model was satisfactory, we know we can 

do better.  Staff is working to improve the distance learning model, and we will provide 

more information in the coming weeks. 

• Distance learning will require reliable Internet access. 

• Distance learning is NOT for students who are unable to function with reasonable 

independence. 


