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The San Joaquin County Office of Education and the San Joaquin County Public 

Health Services have issued revised guidelines for reopening schools this fall that 

include a recommendation that “county schools start [the] new school year with 100% 

distance learning” along with the promise to reassess the situation in mid-August. 

 

Remember that most area schools open in early August whereas ABLE has a 

traditional start date around Labor Day.  This year ABLE is scheduled to open on 

August 31.  So further guidance will be forthcoming before we open. 

 

Here is what we know. 

• The health and safety of our students, families, and staff are our top priority. 

• The situation related to COVID-19 changes almost daily.  It is almost 

impossible to plan with certainty. 

• It is best for students to be in classrooms with their teachers. 

• Families need to make plans based on the model ABLE will use for school in 

the fall. 

• We cannot turn our instructional delivery system on and off like a spicket. 

 

ABLE staff is planning for every possibility.  Is it possible that school will start with 

100% distance learning on August 31?  Yes, it is,  but we are going to stick to our 

original plan (previously posted here) for now to get the necessary data and 

information from our families for ABLE to be in the best position to make an 

informed decision. 

 

ABLE families continue to have two choices for the start of school: 

(1) traditional learning at school as usual, five days a week with CDPH health, 

safety, and sanitation precautions in place 

or 

(2) distance learning from home. 

 

The most important thing right now is for ABLE to know each family’s choice.  

That is the starting point.  School staff are calling families daily to get this 

information.  Once we have it, we will double back to confirm everyone’s choice 

and offer more detailed information.  If you have not yet been called by staff and 

are anxious about making your choice known, please contact the school: 

Ablefeedback@ablecharter.com – provide best contact information 

209-478-1600 (option 2) 

 

mailto:Ablefeedback@ablecharter.com


We know families need to know what’s going to happen so they can plan. 

We also know that to announce a decision too early might only mean that we must 

change course after everyone has made plans. 

A final decision will not be easy, and everyone will probably not be happy. 

 

ABLE will announce its final decision by noon on Friday, August 7 via its 

website, Facebook, Instagram, and automated phone messages. 

 

In the meantime, here are some thoughts about each model with more detailed 

information to come. 

 

Notes regarding traditional learning for thinking ahead: 

• ABLE will continue to interact with health officials to ensure that best practices 

for health, safety, and sanitation on campus are in place for the return of school. 

• Students will be scanned for fever upon arrival; students with fever will be 

returned home with their parent. 

• Masks will be required.  It is best if families provide students with their own 

masks to ensure the best fit and provide for regular cleaning, but the school will 

provide masks if necessary. 

• Social distancing will be employed to the extent possible along with all health 

and safety protocols. 

 

Notes regarding distance learning for thinking ahead: 

• Students will be required to make daily contact with instruction. 

• Students will be required to complete assignments. 

• There will not be the same leniency for disengagement as there was during the 

spring. 

• Students will have regular access to a teacher and school staff. 

• While we believe our spring distance learning model was satisfactory, we know 

we can do better.  Staff is working to improve the distance learning model, and 

we will provide more information in the coming weeks. 

• Distance learning will require reliable Internet access. 

• Distance learning is NOT for students who are unable to function with 

reasonable independence. 


